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Public Policy

AAUW Condemns Executive Order to Dismantle 
the Department of Education

   
The American Association of University Women (AAUW) unequivocally condemns President 
Trump’s executive order “Improving Education Outcomes by Empowering Parents, States, and 
Communities” dismantling the U.S. Department of Education.  “This reckless and shortsighted 
action threatens to gut vital protections that   ensure equal access to higher education and will have 
devastating consequences for students — especially women, students of color, and those from low-
income backgrounds — who rely on federal oversight for their right to an equitable education,” said 
Gloria L. Blackwell, CEO of AAUW. “Eliminating the Department of Education would decimate 
federal civil rights enforcement, slash protections against gender-based discrimination, and roll 
back decades of progress toward making higher education accessible and affordable. This decision 
is not about streamlining government; it is about stripping students of their rights and futures.”

AAUW Updates on Public Policy 

DEI Policy ….Hello Advocates

It is a very difficult time for all women and girls as we watch the deterioration of DEI programs 
across higher education and throughout our society “being scrubbed” as the headline in the 
Philadelphia Inquirer called the removal of DEI language by U of Penn. In order to push back 
nationally, our State Board and Branches signed on to a letter to Gloria Blackwell, CEO. Thank you 
to the many branches that signed on and to the Board for their support.

Governor’s Budget:
Governor Shapiro presented his vision for the 2025-26 budget on February 4th. For the education 
budget, he proposed the same level of funding for adequacy and tax equity with important cyber 
charter reform. With very low increases in basic education and special education funding, we need 
this budget to pass as a package to meet the basic inflationary demands on school districts. It is an 
important budget year to meet the mandate to fix our unconstitutional school funding system and 
many opportunities to support these efforts. Visit the https://paschoolswork.org/  for more 
information.

Sandra Miller (Easton/Bethlehem)
Public Policy Chair, AAUW Pennsylvania

https://paschoolswork.org/


63th Book Fair 2025 Is in the Books
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By the time you read this the 63rd Annual Used Book Fair will be history. We were 
blessed with dedicated Section Chairs, Committee members and many, many 
volunteer sorters and book movers. Hopefully these photos will give you a sense of the 
fun we had.

The Four Debs at Work for Book Fair
Debbie Matz, Deb Spinney Deb Parsons, and 

Deb Stinner

Sup and Shop Social, dinner and conversation
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Thank You Linda Robbins

This year we take time to honor one of our dedicated 
members, Linda Robbins. Linda has served as our 
Historian and Archivist since 2012 and continues to 
document our Branch's achievements. From 2011 to 
2015, she was the Book Fair Chair, and since 2017, she 
has held the position of Finance Officer. In 2013, Linda 
was recognized as the AAUW Outstanding Woman of 
the Year, a well-deserved honor reflecting her 
commitment to AAUW programs and activities.  Linda 
led the Mystery Paperback study group in 2022-23.  
She became a AAUW Life Member as well as a member 
of the Legacy Circle, which champions gender equity 
as part of its mission to advance AAUW's goals. 
Additionally, Linda received the Susan K. Nenstiel 
Humanitarian Award, which recognizes a Pennsylvania 
AAUW member whose dedication extends to both her 
Branch and the community. She was a founding 
member of THE PERFECT FIT, an initiative that 
supports women's access to clothing and builds 
confidence—essential factors for job readiness and 
career advancement. Linda Robbins truly embodies 
what it means to be a "complete AAUW woman."
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Information : 

Bacchae: At the April meeting at Claire’s, we enjoyed tasting two Spanish wines, a Tempranilla and 
a Verdejo. Both received very good ratings. We also discussed details for  the Scholarship Reception 
on May 13. Our next meeting will be our annual dinner on May 15 at Tinto Tapas and Pasta at 6. Any 
questions? Contact Phyllis Wargo.

Mystery Paperback:  We will be meeting on May 27th at 1:30pm to discuss Arial Lawhorn's much 
acclaimed Frozen River.  Mary Dawson will lead the discussion and hostess. (1933 Peach Tree Lane, 
Bethlehem, PA 18015; Phone 484-894-849. )  Interested in joining our conversation about this New 
York Times Bestseller and NPR Book of the Year?   Drop Ins welcomed! Just let Mary know.   Last 
Mystery Group meeting of this year! 

Paperback l:  No update at present. 

Paperback II:  Ten Paperback II book group members met April 15, 2025 at the home of Linda 
Zimmerman. Each member had chosen a different biography to read. So each member had a chance 
to share a little bit about their interesting person. 
Biographies ranged from Bob Dylan and Alexi Navalny to  the first female rocket scientist  and 
Connie Chung.  Our next meeting will be Tuesday May 20 at 7pm at the home of Mary Dawson. 
Shirley Daluisio will review the book The Berry Pickers by Amanda Peters. 

Public Policy Study Group: Public Policy did not meet this month.  We continue to support the 
people who picket at Rep. Ryan Mackenzie’s office every Monday from 12:15 to 1:00 pm on Emrick 
Blvd. and Freemansburg Ave.  

Out to Lunch Bunch:   On April 9th Lunch Bunch met at Clubhouse Grill. After a morning 
working hard sorting books, it was nice to sit down and relax. The food was good, service fast, and 
our waitress gave us separate checks. Doesn’t get any better than that. Our next Lunch Bunch 
gathering is May 14th, 12:30 at Mediterranean Grill 22 W Broad St. Bethlehem.  Let Joan Howe know 
if you would like to attend.

Ginny Stanglein, Debi Matz, Sue Seidel, Kristina Hollingsworth, Ginny Delph, Linda Zimmerman, Rita Bergstrom, 
Mary Lou Vernon, Louise Wisser, Cynthia Weber, Jeanne Eroh, Joan Howe, Deb Spinney, Mary Dawson, Fran 
Bentkowski.
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Ann Brown, Visiting Editor
1514 Willowbrook Dr.
Bethlehem, PA 18015
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