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Executive Team Report

Membership Matters : Welcome our New Members

We have had a successful Book Fair in many ways- financial, new friendships, and new members.

You have already met Janet Bauer and Linda Lipkis. Alexa B Hallinger, Amanda Shellhammer, and 
Joyce Sourbeck are joining. Their bios will appear in the next issue.

We also received five requests for applications. We're pleased to share that Rebecca Lovingood has 
already responded and is now a member, demonstrating her eagerness to be part of our organization.

Ann Brown is updating the membership trifold, and we are arranging a bigger table for 
a nicer presentation.

We are planning a tea for new members; more details will be available when finalized.

Membership had a very fruitful Book Fair. Thanks to all for encouraging folks to look into our Branch 
and AAUW membership.

Kathy Kahler
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The Executive Team met on Tuesday, May 14, 2024.

One of the main topics was the budget for the 2024-2025 year. Linda Robbins, Financial Officer 

presented the new proposed budget. She stated there were minor changes from last year’s budget 

One item deleted from the new budget was NCCWSL. This account was closed as of April 30, 2024. The 

remaining money was sent to Lehigh University female students, via Rita Jones, who wanted to attend 

the NCCWSL conference in Washington, DC. The dollar amount sent to Lehigh University students was 

$1500. This closed out the NCCWSL account.

The new, proposed budget was reviewed, discussed and passed unanimously.

The Chairpersons of the following committees may contact Linda Robbins regarding the dollar amounts 

of their respective committees:
Book Fair
Communication (BBB)
Membership 
Program Committee 
Scholarship Committee 
Yearbook 
Public Policy 
Respectfully submitted,
Joanne Wagner, Secretary 
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    BRANCH STUDY GROUPS

Information :                          
 
Bacchae:  Bacchae met  for our annual end of year dinner on May 9 at Nonna Sulina’s and again enjoyed the 
food and the company. Louise Wisser volunteered to host our first meeting of the 2024-2025 year at her home 
on August 15 at 3:00. Please note this is not our regular meeting date. Please contact her in August to let her 
know if you will be attending or not. Any questions? Contact Phyllis Wargo

Mystery Paperback:   On Tuesday, May 28th, Mystery Group members carpooled to Olga Conneen's home 
where she  hosted the meeting.  Mary Dawson lead the discussion of Barbara Nadel's  A Knife to the Heart. 
Mystery group will resume the next cycle in September.  We’re always looking for new mystery lovers to join 
us.  Contact Susan McNamara for further details.

Paperback I: Paperback I meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 1:00 p.m. in the homes of members. 
We do not meet in July or August. Our next meeting will be on September 24 at the home of Mardi Metzger. 
Our summer book will have been chosen at our June meeting. Our chair, starting in September, will be Myra 
Saturen. New members will be warmly welcomed. Feel free to contact Mardi or Myra for more information.
Mardi Metzger

Paperback II:  Paperback II members gathered at the home of Rita Bergstrom to discuss the book “The Paris 
Library" by Janet Skeslien Charles.  The author did extensive research on what it was like working to keep the 
American Library open during the German occupation of Paris during World War II. Thank you, Phyllis, for 
sharing such wonderful French  macrons and Eclairs.  We have chosen the book “ The Ride of Her Life”  by 
Elizabeth Letts for discussion at our first fall meeting on September 17 at the home of Shirley Daluisio. Joanne 
Wagner will lead the book discussion.
 
Public Policy : Public Policy will meet at Joan Howe’s home on June 10th at 3:00pm.  Text Joan if you plan to 
come.  June 22nd join us for the Women’s March at the Rose Festival in the Rose Gardens in Bethlehem 
highlighting  the Second Anniversary of the repeal of Roe vs. Wade.

Out to Lunch Bunch:  OTLB met at Apollo on May 8. We gathered 9 ladies at a big round table and enjoyed 
our meal and conversation. Taking advantage of being downtown Bethlehem, many enjoyed shopping after 
our delicious meals. We will resume our lunches on  September 11, 2024. Look for information in the August 
Bylines. Happy Summer!    



                                             Program Update
  On July 1st, my two-year term as the co-chair VP of Programs ends. Kristina Hollingsworth will 
continue  her position as co-chair VP of Programs for another two-year term. Frances Bentkowski will 
become the new VP co-chair, replacing me.  I have thoroughly enjoyed working with Kristina. We 
“clicked “ from the start working together. Kristina, thank you!  We tried our best to provide various 
programs that would appeal to the members.  I would also like to thank the executive team members 
Joanne Wagner, Kathy Kahler, Cathy Kotanchik, Ann Brown, and Linda Robbins for their input, 
guidance, and program suggestions. Lastly, thank you to the members who made many suggestions and 
introduced us to speakers for the programs. AAUW members are team players. Thanks! Linda Federico, 
Co-VP,Programs, May 2024.

Save the Date
AAUW Bethlehem Branch Program:  Speaker - Michelle Kott, Bethlehem, Chief of Police

Saturday, September 14, 2024,  10:00 a.m at Moravian Village  
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Ann Brown
1514 Willowbrook Dr.
Bethlehem, PA 18015
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