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    Executive Team Message... 



Financial Officer’s Reports... 

2024-2026 Officer Nominations

We are pleased to announce the following nominees for Branch officers 
for 2024-2026.

Secretary:  Nan Faust
Vice-Presidents, Program:  Kristina Hollingsworth
                                               Fran Bentkowski

Election of these nominees will be held April 23, 2024 at the Annual 
General Meeting during the Book Fair Sup ‘N Shop Program.  Our heartfelt 
thank you to these members for stepping up to serve our Branch.

Nominating Committee



                                       The Book Nook
 

Running with Champions by  Lisa Frederic                                                                                          
    Lisa was an Alaska fisherman for many years, was excited about the Iditarod and volunteered 
to help. First she helped the Trail Committee at several of the race checkpoints. Next she offered 
to help champion Jeff King raise his sled dog puppies. She was taught to drive a dogsled with 
young dogs. She started with short races. Later she was encouraged to run the Iditarod, a 
dogsled race of 1,049 miles from Anchorage to Nome, which she did successfully. Running with 
Champions was written by an amazing woman who followed her dream even as it became bigger 
and bigger. 

This book was chosen for Paperback I by Mardi Metzger because Mardi's daughter, Kate 
Newmyer, has become very involved in the Iditarod. The Iditarod has a program called “Teacher 
on the Trail”. In 2023 Kate was one of three finalists for the Teacher on the Trail and spent a 
week in Alaska during the Iditarod. Later she was chosen to be the teacher on the trail for 2024. 
Kate will spend a month in Alaska from February 19 to March 19 during the Iditarod. She has 
prepared many creative lesson plans in all subjects and for students of all ages. She will be 
involved in all aspects of the race, including riding on a dogsled for the first ceremonial start, 
helping at checkpoints, and flying to Nome to present an award to one of the racers.                       
 Mardi Metzger

The Hot Topics 

Our first meeting of 2024 was held on January 3 at the Palmer Library. Susan McNamara and Carol 
Inman led the discussion, and Carol reported on the meeting our group had with many of the local 
public library directors.  Carol noted that our Hot Topics group was well-represented at the meeting. 
The library directors most wanted our help with forming representative-area library support, should 
they need it. This would mainly entail supporting our libraries by writing letters to the editor of area 
newspapers, attending library board meetings and alerting our AAUW members to issues that arise.   
MFL (Mothers For Liberty) members are known to show up at library board meetings unannounced. 
The library directors would be given the names of those interested in this project who would be 
available for support when needed. Contact Susan McNamara and let her know which library you are 
interested in supporting. The more members who are allies, the more effective we become.
Other discussion topics included educating the public about what libraries offer in their community, 
how libraries are a conduit to equal access, and how libraries provide help in various ways. 

Susan McNamara and Carol Inman



Grassroots Organizations Increase Interest in Local Issues

Did you notice the increased interest in the “off year” Midterm 2023 local elections? At my 
house, it was very obvious from the number of campaign ads on TV, cards in the mailbox from 
people running for office, highway billboards as well as too many phone calls.  Turnout in the 
Nov. 7 election in the Lehigh Valley was the highest for an off-year election since 2013, the last 
year that data is available online locally. Lehigh County’s turnout was 31.3%, while 
Northampton County’s was 33.2%. 

There was quite a majority change in many 2023 midterm election races.  More progressive 
candidates won in Lehigh County Commissioner, Controller and Coroner races.  They also 
defeated many extremist school board candidates in Southern Lehigh and East Penn races. 
The same occurred in Northampton County Controller, City Council and Bethlehem school 
board. In Northampton County, many of County Council seats changed sides.

How did more moderate candidates win this election cycle? Grassroots organizations helped 
to educate the public about the issues that were important to voters. The Public Library  and 
the ongoing landfill issues in Lower Saucon Township Council race and book banning in 
public schools are examples of the focus of local groups.These groups also encouraged 
younger voters 18-35 years old to turn out.  The younger voters doubled their turnout from 
that of 2021. 

What can you do to learn more about important Issues?  You've heard this before, but it's 
worth repeating, GET INVOLVED!  Very few people get a newspaper delivered anymore, but 
you can subscribe online to local news and help support local journalism as well. Armchair 
Lehigh Valley provides accurate information so voters can make informed decisions.  When 
more citizens show up at public meetings it increases the chance that local newspapers will 
cover these stories.  Spotlight PA is a good resource for state issues. Contact your 
representatives. Snail mail written letters or phone calls are the most effective, but email 
works too.  AAUW Two-Minute Activist and commoncause.org give suggestions on how to 
write a letter to your representatives. 
https://legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/findyourlegislator/ will provide the address.

2024 will be a very emotional and difficult election year.  There are many local and state races 
that need your attention and your action.  The presidential election is on another level never 
seen before.  Bad policies don't ruin a nation, but ignoring  our constitution will destroy our 
democracy.  GET INVOLVED!!!

Joan Howe and MaryLou Vernon

 

http://commoncause.org/
https://legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/findyourlegislator/


 Information : 
BRANCH STUDY GROUPS 

Bacchae:  At the January meeting of Bacchae, hosted by Rita Bergstrom with Amy Fields as co-hostess, we 
continued our "tour " of European wineries. Our hostesses chose wines from Portugal, both of which were 
blends of grapes which were new to us. The white wine was Aveleda Fonte Vinho Verde from 2022, and 
and the red was Terras Do Grifo Douro from 2021---both of which we enjoyed. We will not be meeting in 
February but will meet again on March 14, and Joanne Wagner and Louise Wisser will be co-hostesses. The 
place for our 3 o'clock meeting will be determined later. Any questions, contact Phyllis Wargo.

Mystery Paperback:  The Mystery Group will meet next on Tuesday, March  26 at 1:00 pm for a 
conversation about Linda Fairstein's Lethal Legacy led by Shirley Daluisio. Cathy Gumlock will host.
At the center of this detective mystery is a book that is part of a rare collection at the New York Public 
Library. While our mystery group will not be going to the NY Public Library for books, we will begin 
assembling our lists for 2024-25 reading in advance of our AAUW-Bethlehem Book Fair with its own great 
mystery collection. We welcome new members to our group and if you have your own list of “I want-to-
read mysteries”  and can perhaps recommend some, now is the time to join. Just let us know! 

Paperback I:  We will meet Tuesday, February 27, at 1:00 pm  at the home of Mardi Metzger to discuss 
the book, Running with Champions by Lisa Frederic. New members are warmly welcomed.   Running with 
Champions was written by an amazing woman who followed her dream even as it became bigger and 
bigger.  For more information about this book see the Book Nook article.

Paperback II:  Unfortunately, the PB II Book Club meeting for January had to be canceled because of 
weather. We are hoping for better weather for our next meeting on Tuesday, February 20, 2024. We will 
meet at 7 pm at the home of Debbie Spinney, 615 Barclay Dr in Bethlehem. Pat Knoll will review and lead 
the discussion of the book The Warmth of Other Suns by Isabel Wilkerson. This is a non-fiction book which 
is quite long. But don’t let that stop you from attending if you have not yet finished the entire book. There 
is no surprise ending to give away.  Our next meeting will be March 19 to discuss the book  Necessary 
Trouble by Drew Gilpin Faust. It will be at the home of Linda Federico and Linda Zimmerman will be the 
reviewer. 

Public Policy:   The Public Policy Study Group met at the home of Mary Dawson on Monday, Jan. 8, 
2024.  We had a lively discussion on the impact Grassroots organizations had on the Nov. election. 
MaryLou Vernon and Joan Howe wrote more on this topic in the Public Policy article. The next meeting is 
Feb. 12, 3:00 at Mary Lou Vernon’s house.

Out to Lunch Bunch:  OTLB started 2024 at Kingfish American Bistro & Wine Bar on Freemansburg 
Avenue on January 10, 2024. Conversations abounded with 11 women sharing their holiday adventures. It 
was a cold, windy day outside and while the company was outstanding and the food delicious, it was a 
little cold in the restaurant. We were fairly alone in the restaurant, so perhaps if it had been crowded, the 
temperature would have been better.  The food was delicious and the service excellent. 
 OTLB will gather February 14 at Anatolian Kitchen, 3016 Linden St, Bethlehem.  Joan Howe will be 
collecting names.                                 





Beth Corroda 
2226 Lafayette Avenue 
Bethlehem, PA, 18017
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