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AAUW Value Statement

By joining AAUW we belong to a
community that breaks through
educational and economic
barriers so that all women have
a fair chance.
Mission & Diversity Statement
AAUW advances equity for women
and girls through advocacy,
education, philanthropy, and
research.
In principle and in practice, AAUW
values and seeks a diverse
membership. There shall be no
barriers to members to full
participation in this organization on
the basis of gender, race, creed,
age, sexual orientation, national
orientation, disability, or class.

AAUW-Bethlehem Website
aauwbethlehempa.org
Mark Your Calendar
February 9, 7:30 pm, Branch
Meeting at Kirkland Village
March 8, 7:30 pm, Branch Meeting,
Central Moravian Ed. Bldg.
March 12, Diversity Seminar,
Moravian Theological Seminary

President of Local Veterans Chapter Speaks
Offers Soldier’s Point of View
Wednesday February 9, 2011
7:30 pm
Kirkland Village
Join us in the Kirkland Village
Auditorium on Wednesday,
February 9 at 7:30 pm for the next
branch meeting. AAUW-Bethlehem
members, Kirkland Village residents,
and friends and family will hear a
fascinating presentation that was
weather-delayed from February
2010.
In 1964, at the height of the
Vietnam War, Barry Willever
graduated from Phillipsburg High
School. By 1968 he was serving in
the United States armed forces in
the jungles of Vietnam.
Willever, a machine gunner and
eventual squad leader, served one
year in Vietnam, returning stateside
in November 1969.
He will speak about his war
experiences as well as the problems
the men and women who answered
their country’s call during that
controversial war had then and
continue to face today.
As president of the Vietnam
Veterans of America, Chapter
#415, Willever works to ensure
much-needed services to those
veterans and others who have
served in the military.

Contributed Photo

He is frequently interviewed and
asked for his views on the United
States’ involvement in military
actions. In 2004 CBS News asked his
opinion on the prisoner abuse in Abu
Ghraib Prison in Baghdad.
Willever considers his time in
Vietnam a life-changing experience;
one that leads him to regularly
attend patriotic functions from local
memorial dedications to visits to
Washington DC sites such as the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall.
We thank Paperback Mystery
Group for providing refreshments.
Park in Lot D (turn immediate

right after coming in from Madison
Ave.) and use the Health Care
entrance (door opens
automatically). Go straight ahead to
the auditorium, same floor.
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Bacchae
Phyllis Wargo (610-797-9158)
Our theme is California wines. On
February 10 Louise Wisser hosts
and Myra Jones co-hosts a
discussion and tasting of wines
from Napa Valley. On March 10
Fran Bentkowski hosts along with
Jeanne Eroh a tasting of the wines
of Livermore and Santa Clara.
The Out to Lunch Bunch
Restaurant Review
Jeanie Keller (610-865-3543) All
AAUW members are invited.
On the day the Lunch Bunch visited

Roma Restaurant in the new
Airport Road Shopping Complex it
was snowy with ice, so it wasn't

busy. The restaurant was clean, the
waiters were attentive, service
was excellent, our food was
excellent, and the portions were
large while prices were
reasonable. Thumbs up on this
one! We recommend it and hope
you'll join us for our next noon
lunch.

“It is not the length of life but
depth of life.”
Ralph Waldo Emerson

AAUW Help Line
800-326-2289
10 am to 5 pm
Or

Connect@aauw.org

President’s Message
As I approach the 2011 New Year from the perspective of AAUW
Bethlehem, I do so with great optimism. I don’t think I can say too often nor
overstate the degree to which our branch is exceptionally strong! Based on
our own internal measures - the evidence of our 2009-2010 Every Member
Survey- or comparative within the larger AAUW community, we excel. Our
membership number is healthy; willingness of members to serve on the board
or accept other responsibilities is substantial; enthusiasm for various activities
remains high. A list of illustrative achievements comes readily to mind. In short,
this is a branch about which it’s easy to brag.
A fairly standard indicator of an organization’s health is its openness to
innovation- its willingness to take some risks to try something new. On that
score, AAUW-Bethlehem seems to be doing well also. In April 2010 we held
a highly successful Pay Equity Day event with students at Moravian College.
In fall 2010 we opened an AAUW-Bethlehem Facebook site and have since
experienced a growing interest in and some beginning engagement with
social media. Both of these initiatives emerged because of a deliberate
decision to pay attention and connect to some agenda developments at the
National and State levels.
Given the vitality and stability of AAUW-Bethlehem, it would be perhaps
natural that we might be tempted to give only passing attention to our
affiliation with AAUW-PA and/or AAUW-National. Given our substantial
support of Turning Point, our significant Scholarship program, our commitment
to Let’s Read Math, it’s easy to take for granted that we are fulfilling the
promise of the AAUW Mission Statement. However, as we continue to think
about the issue summed up in the Board question, “What do others see when
they look at us?” I think it’s important that we all periodically tune in to what’s
on the agendas of AAUW-National and PA. What’s making news at those
levels? What might be useful for AAUW-Bethlehem to ‘capture’ from these
resources in our programming, membership outreach, and public awareness
or branding initiatives?
When one does open up the AAUW- National Website, the Outlook or
the Annual Report these days, it becomes clear that AAUW is a leadership
organization on the move in the quest for equity for women and girls in all
facets of life. Consider just a few of the initiatives and achievements of 2010:


Received personal thanks from President Obama for AAUW’s
leadership in advocating for Paycheck Fairness;



Published Why So Few? Women in Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics, now into its third printing



Awarded $3.2 million in fellowships, grant and awards

Association Website

www.aauw.org

Received recognition of its research and advocacy in publications as
diverse as Good Housekeeping, The Washington Post, and Time Magazine
 Worked on the Hill to help close the book on “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”, to
encourage the inclusions of Sen. Barbara Mikulski’s (D-MD) Women’s
Health Amendment in the health care reform, inform recommendations
from the White House Middle Class Task Force, and insure passage of
the Student Aid and Fiscal Responsibility Act
 Published the congressional Voting Record for the 111th Congress and
through the AAUW Action Fund posted Voter Guides on candidate
positions
 Received a five star rating from GreatNonprofits.org a group
dedicated to providing and hosting reviews and ratings of nonprofit
organizations
. . . and the list continues! Check out more information on the AAUW
National website.
AAUW is clearly an organization that invites engagement at all
levels! This year the National Convention will be held from June 16-19 in its
home base city, Washington, D.C. The Board has budgeted to support AAUWBethlehem branch representation at the convention. I will be attending and
would be delighted to be joined by other members of the branch. If you think
you might be interested in attending, please give me a call to talk.
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Susan P. McNamara

Paperback I - 50th Anniversary
Myra Saturen (610-974-9385) On
February 17 Kathy Stephens (610876-6029) hosts a discussion of The
Warden by Anthony Trollope. On
March 17 Randi Blauth (610-9749711) will host a discussion of The

Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao
by Junot Diaz.

Paperback II
Debbie Spinney (610-865-4843) On
February 15 Louise Wisser will host
a discussion led by Linda
Zimmerman of Cutting for Stone by
Abraham Verghese. On March 15 at
Phyllis Wargo’s Shirley Daluisio
will lead a discussion of The Book
Thief by Markus Zusak. New
members are always welcome.
Paperback III
Barbara Myers (610-867-5222) On
February 8 Andie Silhanek will host
a discussion of People of the Book
by Geraldine Brooks. We welcome
new members.
Current Book Exchange
Marge Gotshall (610-866-7746) We
exchange hard-back books on the
best sellers list and read
individually; no meetings. We
welcome new participants. Call
Marge for details about the next
rotation.
Mystery Paperback
Connie White (610-867-8398) We
will meet March 22 at the home of
Myrna Sims. Shirley Daluisio will
lead a discussion of Ngaio Marsh’s
Light Thickens.

Lynn Pettit (AAUW-Allentown) and Linda Zimmerman (AAUW-Bethlehem) present a copy of The Greedy Triangle to Principal Lisa Lynch (Center) at Fountain
Hill Elementary School. This book as well as all future Let’s Read Math books
placed in school libraries, has a bookplate in memory of Sue Matheson, who was a
founder of our LRM program.

“Never give up, for that is just the
place and time where the tide will
turn.” Harriet Beecher Stowe
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Need a ride to Meetings?
We want all interested members to
be able to come to the general
meetings so if you need a ride, call
and we will match you with another
member from your geographic area
who has volunteered to provide
rides. (We do have a list of volunteer drivers!) Please call Yvonne
Payne at 610-867-6575 and she
will arrange pick up for you.
Nominating Committee Report

MaryAnn Mitricin is proposed for
the office of branch secretary.
Myra Jones will stand for a second
term as treasurer.
Yvonne Payne will stand for a
second term as membership vice
president.
Sandy Utley is proposed for a term
as chair of the Nominating Committee.
Nominated to a first term on the
Nominating Committee are Shirley
Dalusio, Louise Wisser, and Yvonne
Payne.
Completing their term on the committee will be Sandy Utley, Randi
Blauth, Linda Robertson, and Marge
Gotshall.

AAUW-Bethlehem And Holiday Philanthropy
A flurry of last-minute contributions took the total our members collected
in support of Turning Point of the Lehigh Valley to $3,020, considerably more
than our stated goal of $2,500.
AAUW-Bethlehem member Jeanie Keller serves as a Northampton County
Court Advocate and is employed part-time by Turning Point of the Lehigh
Valley. She graciously delivered our checks to the agency, commenting, “ I'd
like to add my thanks to everyone who donated this holiday
season. Everyone thinks of gifts for babies and little children, but the
teenagers at Turning Point were mostly forgotten until your gifts enabled
them to have a Merry Christmas, too. Each family housed in the two shelters
has its own room, but they share the common areas. Although they are safe
from domestic violence, being away from "home" is still a difficult time for all
of them. TPLV tries to give every child at least one or two gifts, and Santa
and Mrs. Claus appear at each shelter to celebrate with the residents at
parties run by volunteers, and children of all ages have a wonderful
time. Thank you for sharing your joy and holiday spirit. It is appreciated.”

Ellen Mooney and John Toner, with
Jeanie Keller (center) celebrate the generosity of AAUW-Bethlehem members.

Nancy Disario
Committee Chair

“The world breaks everyone and
afterward many are strong in the
broken places.”
Ernest Hemingway

A Farewell to Arms

Contact AAUW-PA President
Margaret McGrath
Mcgrath@aauwpa.org
Convention Dates
AAUW-PA Annual Meeting
April 30, 2011 - State College PA
AAUW National Convention
June 16-19, 2011 - Washington DC

Thanks from Turning Point
In a letter dated December 30, 2010, Interim Executive Director Ellen K.
Mooney, wrote, “The success of the victims of domestic violence in finding
safety, changing their lives, and moving forward is dependent on all of us
working together as an agency and as a community. Receiving the proceeds
of $3,020 from the generosity of AAUW members will help in the
achievement of these important goals, and means so much during this season
of giving. Thank you for your thoughtfulness and for remembering the
members of our community who suffer from domestic abuse.”
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AAUW-Bethlehem Book Fair News
Captains’ Planning Meeting Set for February
Please put Thursday, February 3, 2011 at 1 pm on your calendar as the
date for the captains’ meeting and February 10 as the meeting snow date. I
will send reminder emails, and if you are interested in serving as a captain or
learning more about working at the Book Fair, I encourage you to attend.
We had a preliminary meeting in October for me to get to know some of
the captains and key players and learn more about the behind the scenes
activities. I brought ideas from phone calls and emails I received. Here is a
brief summary of the decisions made by these wise and visionary women, and I
am grateful that they will be there as I enter my first year as Book Fair Chair.
 Instead of two hours before the general public entry, we will hold a
“PREVIEW DAY” on Tuesday, April 26, from 2-6pm, checkout till 8pm.
Admission $20 during 2-3 pm and $15 from 3-6 pm
 No scanners or computers allowed. We will advertise this on bookmarks,
flyers, and our website and post signs at sale. If this impacts the sale
negatively we will revisit for 2012.
 Mailing is first class postage; we will try to capture all email addresses
to eliminate future mailing costs by asking them to share email address.
 Marie Boltz has stepped down as a captain (she will continue to sort and
assist in Children’s) and we welcomed Jane Snyder, Mary Ann Mitrisin
and Yvonne Payne as new captains.
 Plastic wall signs were sorted; Sue Pettit is making replacement signs.
 There will be new signs for the general book categories.
 5,000 book marks for publicity were printed; you can get them at
board and branch meetings or by calling or emailing me.
I look forward to seeing you all in February; it seems like our March Book
Fair Kick-off is far away, but it is just around the corner and a great time to
get out of the house, gather up those books and start spreading the news to
friends, families, neighbors, coworkers and everyone to donate, volunteer and
then shop.
Call (610-264-4416) or email with any questions, concerns or ideas.
Linda Robbins

Lrob164832@aol.com

AAUW-Bethlehem Book Fair To Be on RCN Cable TV
Cinda Jensen, Fran Bentkowski and Linda Robertson will discuss our
scholarship program and how the Book Fair has provided decades of funding
of grant awards for higher education for local women and girls. Mark your
calendar to catch Community Spotlight at 7 pm on March 3, 8, and 10 as well
as a repeat broadcast at 1:30 pm on March 9.

Recession Economics
According to a new report, in 2009
there were more than 10 million lowincome working families struggling to
meet their basic needs, nearly a
quarter of a million more than the
prior year. Those with lower levels of
education have been hit hardest by
the recession, which strongly
contributes to the fact that women’s
employment relative to men’s is at a
record high. With more education and
jobs in sectors that continue to grow
despite economic conditions, women
are expected to spur future economic
growth. Although women’s
unemployment rates are lower than
men’s, men continue to dominate the
highest paying jobs.
AAUW will continue working to pass
important pay equity provisions which
will protect employees and work
toward closing pay gaps. For more,
read the AAUW report, Behind the Pay
Gap, and our condemnation of the
procedural defeat of the Paycheck
Fairness Act.
Child Marriage Bill Defeated

The International Protecting Girls by
Preventing Child Marriage Act (H.R.
2103) was struck down in the House in
after unanimous passage in the
Senate. The legislation would have
provided a strategy for the U.S. to
address the worldwide prevalence of
child marriage and empower girls
through educational, health, economic,
social, and legal programs.
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Officers

President Susan McNamara
610-861-8066
Smc8066@yahoo.com
Past President Cinda Jensen
610-866-0389
cindajen@aol.com
VPs/Program
Joanne Wagner 610-258-9259
jmfwagner@live.com
Linda Zimmerman 610-866-37319
T2Lzimmerman@ptd.net
VP/Membership
Yvonne Payne 610-867-6575
paynespitzer@hotmail.com
Secretary Bernice Gardiner
610-861-2925
bnkgardiner@rcn.com
Treasurer Myra Jones
610-865-3419
mejones@entermail.net
“Never give up, for that is just the
place and time where the tide will
turn.” Harriet Beecher Stowe
The Travel Corner
AAUW members travel. Please feel
free to call and ask the travelers
listed for advice or comments if
you are planning a trip; Travelers
willing to be a resource can email
the editor to be added to the list:
Randi Blauth
Karen Donald
Ann Hammersmith
Jeanie Keller
Shirley McBride
Shirley McBride
Mardi Metzger
Yvonne Payne
Linda Zimmerman

Italy
France
France
Japan
Israel
Texas
Panama
Canada
Switzerland

AAUW InterBranch Diversity Program
What: An Interactive Discussion
When: Saturday, March 12, 2011
Where: Moravian Theological Seminary, Bahnson Center
Time: 10 am - 1 pm
Other: Come with a copy of the book and a
bag lunch. Drinks and dessert will be
provided.

The AAUW branches of the Lehigh Valley
are hosting an interactive book discussion
to explore the issues of racism and
social justice in America using the book
The Help by Kathryn Stockett. While
reading this novel is not a requirement, it may
enrich your experience.
Route 22 to Rt. 512/Center Street. Exit. South on Center St. to Washington
St. Turn right onto Washington, go west to Main St. Left onto Main. South on
Main through light. Left onto W. Locust.
Parking available on street or in lots on Locust or Elizabeth. For more
information, call Toni at 610-252-7020 or Susan at 610-861-8066.
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New Member At November Branch Meeting
At her first branch meeting, Lynn
Russell Bittner found her artistic abilities
called into play. She gamely
participated in an exercise to create self
portrait caricatures.
Lynn is a long time resident of the
Lehigh Valley. She is a past president of
the Bethlehem Garden Club and a
weekly volunteer at the St. Luke’s
Hospice House on Black River Road.
Lynn is a graduate of the State
University of New York (SUNY) at
Plattsburgh with a bachelor of science
degree in Education/R. N. Nursing
(1963).
When not traveling the world, she
lives at 1707 Keith Drive, Hellertown PA
18055. Her contact information is 610838-1482; email lynbit@mailbug.com.

Committee Chairs

Book Fair
Linda Robbins 610-264-4416
Lrob164832@aol.com
Calendars Marge Gotshall
610-866-7746
Geeg@mymailstation.com
Diversity Randi Blauth
610-974-9711
read4joy@verizon.net
Public Policy Myra Saturen
610-974-9385
myra125@hotmail.com
Scholarships/Bylaws
Fran Bentkowski
610-866-7462
fbentkowski@verizon.net

College/University Relations
Trisha Moller 610-758-8263
trisha@fraboni.net
Study Groups Mary Westwood
610-691-3110
mpwestwood@hotmail.com
Educational Foundation
Lynda Schoeninger 610-867-4905
tomlynda@rcn.com

News About Other AAUW Book Sales
The AAUW-Wilmington DE branch is hosting its 42nd annual used book sale to
raise money for college scholarships March 3-6 at Concord Mall, north of Wilmington.
Items are sorted into more than 50 categories and are displayed on tables arranged
throughout the mall. Starting at 3:30 p.m. Saturday, most categories go to half price.
Information can be found at www.aauwwilmington.org/booksale.html. You can also
contact Ken at delawareken@gmail.com.

Communications
Linda Robertson 610-865-2087
LCRob123@PTD.net
Information Technology
Cynthia Weber
610-837-9615
cynthia@acweber.net
Webmistress Sue Pettit
610-868-2298
esap2@rcn.com
Yearbook Shirley Daluisio
610-866-7919
budshirl@hotmail.com
Historian Joan Jones
610-867-0151

AAUW
Linda Robertson
1842 Kenmore Avenue
Bethlehem PA 18018-3339
Time Sensitive Material

Let’s Read Math on the Road
January 2011

Fran Bentkowski reads The Greedy Triangle to Ms. George’s second grade class at Fountain Hill Elementary School.

