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President’s Pen
our national morale. You and
I are fortunate to be members
of AAUW at this crucial point
in our history when we need to
regain our focus on responsible government. AAUW’s
stature as a research-based
advocacy organization gives
us the opportunity to bring our
voices together in wellreasoned, nonpartisan arguments to promote legislation to
improve the lives of women
and families.
Thanksgiving, a time when we This week I thought Mara Licelebrate the richness of the
asson’s remembrance of the
harvest, literal and symbolic,
late NPR journalist, Gwen
gives us the opportunity to
Ifill, was particularly pertinent
reflect upon the many things
to us at AAUW: “She brought
we, as Americans, have in
light rather than fire to politicommon. We have just excal discussion.” As we join
perienced an election camfamily and friends over the
paign which sought to exploit holidays this month and next,
our differences. At last, we
let us focus on our common
can move forward, working
goals and share our vision of a
together in the struggle to lift country where every individ-

ual is respected. We may have
to agree to disagree on the
path, but we can certainly expand the rhetoric to make
America great for every man,
woman, and child.
In September’s Smithsonian
magazine, Lonnie G. Bunch
III, founding director of the
Smithsonian’s National Museum of African American
History, expresses our shared
history, and, hopefully, our
future, when he says, “(This
is) the nation I was taught to
expect: a nation that was diverse; that was fair; that was
always struggling to make itself better---to perfect itself by
living up to the ideals in our
founding documents.”
Happy Thanksgiving.
Cathy Kotanchik
President
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Membership News
The branch welcomes new member Ellen Murgolo. Many of us met Ellen at the
November program on “Women, Minorities, and the Vote”. Ellen grew up in the
Philadelphia area and graduated from Bucknell in 1986. Please welcome Ellen to
the branch and ask her about her high school son and college daughter.

Registration for our recruiting members in their 40s and 50s webinar is now open!
Please sign up and share with others.
Erica Stout
Training and Program Manager, Member Leadership Programs
AAUW, 1310 L St. NW, Suite 1000, Washington, DC 20005

In Memoriam:
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Women inventors will not reach parity in patents until the year 2092 at the current rate
according to a study by the Institute for Women’s Policy Research. Women make up just
under 8% of primary inventors who hold patents. While women have quintupled their
share of patents received since 1977, less than one in five patents had at least one woman
inventor in 2010.

The Modern Paper Bag: Margaret Knight invented a machine that makes square bottomed paper bags in
1871. She almost didn’t get credit when Charles Anan tried to steal her work claiming that it wasn’t possible
for a woman to create this brilliant invention. (Margaret also invented a safety device for cotton mills when
she was 12… that invention is still being used today.)

AAUW CONVENTION
Missed your chance to attend the AAUW conventions in New Orleans in 2013 or San Diego in 2015?
Well, good news: The 2017 AAUW National Convention is heading our way!
Registration for the 2017 AAUW National Convention in Washington, D.C., just opened, and now’s
the time to take advantage of best-value rates and save more than $75 off the regular registration price.
Register today, book your hotel, and get ready to join AAUW this June 14–17!Register today!

Photo taken at the Love Your Body Day event where Moravian College
AAUW Student Affiliates took steps to overcome insecurities, share stories, and own their differences and challenges.
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Women, Minorities, and
the Vote
28 members and guests were in attendance at the Nov. 2 program on
Women, Minorities, and the Vote.
Dr. Julie Gallagher from Penn State
Brandywine, and Dr. Kimberly Adams from East Stroudsburg University, gave us an overview of women
and minorities getting the right to
vote, the percentage of women in
politics (PA is ranked 40) and a state
by state listing of efforts to suppress
those votes.

Dr. Kimberly Adams
East Stroudsburg University

AAUW-Bethlehem Annual Holiday Dinner
Saturday, December 3, 2016
6:00 PM.

We will gather at Moravian College, Main Campus, in the Hub’s
Pavilion Room.
The address is Monocacy Street, Bethlehem
The dinner is catered and there is
a $10 charge per members and per guest
We ask that you bring a dessert to share with others
If you have a favorite ethnic recipe that would be wonderful!

Please register by November 26. Send a $10 per person check made out to
AAUW-Bethlehem to Mary Dawson

Dr. Julie Gallagher,
Penn State Brandywine

“When I dare to be powerful, to use
my strength in the service of my
vision, then it becomes less and less
important whether I am afraid.”
— Audre Lorde, feminist and activist

Additional information on each program will follow in the preceding
months
Bethlehem Bylines Brief.
Dates may also be found in your
AAUW 2016-2017 Yearbook.
Questions ?
Contact: AAUW Bethlehem
Program Chair: Mary Dawson

Learn How to Maximize Your Branch Marketing
Learn how to attract new members and drive attendees to your events with our marketing and visibility
guide. You can also use AAUW’s branding tool kit and your official branch logo to help build recognition for
your branch in your community.
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Group Schedules
Paperback II Study Group
meets the third Tuesday of the
month, from September
through May (Except December. )Meetings start at 7:30pm.
All members are welcome.
Contact Joanne Wagner,
Jmfwagner@live.com
Mystery Paperback
Information, contact Linda
Robertson:
LCRob123@PTD.net.

AAUW Paperback I
We meet on the third Thursday of each month at 7:00
p.m. and welcome new members. Contact: Chair, Mardi
Metzger, 610 866-1257,
mm04@lehigh.edu.
Out-to-Lunch Bunch Study
Group
If you have any friends who
would like to join us, or others you would like to add to
the mailing list, please let me
know.

Bacchae Bacchae will not hold
a December meeting. We will
Jeanie Powers
meet next on Jan. 12 at Louise (JeanieKeller@verizon.net)
Wisser's house and Amy Fields
will serve as her co-hostess.

Online Book Sales

“None of us can know
what we are capable
of until we are tested”
_ Elizabeth Blackwell

“In addition to our week-long sale in April, AAUW-Bethlehem sells hundreds of books on-line
during the year. A small team of experts lead by Cynthia Weber and Linda Zimmerman examine and evaluate specialized books on an almost daily basis. Since January, we have sold
more than $1,5000 worth of books and compact discs on-line – the equivalent of an entire
scholarship! This month we hit the ‘jackpot’ with the sale of Colonel Edward Jackson, 17591828, Revolutionary Soldier by Nancy Jackson, PhD. The book, a genealogy of the ancestors
of General Stonewall Jackson, sold for $200.
All of us need to keep an eye out for unusual or rare books – old or new. You never know
when someone’s attic, basement or garage could yield a treasure. Remember, autographed
volumes, the small press 'oddities', or books that are not mainstream can be transformed into
higher education dollars for our deserving scholarship recipients.
Debbie Spinney and Rita Bergstrom, Co-chairs, Book Fair

THANK YOU to everyone who came
to our Lehigh Valley One Read
program on homelessness. Let's talk
about how we will take action to help
this pervasive problem in the Lehigh
Valley. Thanks, too, to all the agencies who came to inform us: 6th
Street Shelter, Allentown Rescue
Mission, Valley Youth House, Third
Street Alliance, Salvation Army and
Ms. Cordelia Miller. And a big hug
to all our Diversity: Deeds and Dialogue study group members! They are
a terrific group who gets things done!
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2016 AAUW-Bethlehem GIVING BACK

Through 11.12.16 our members have donated gifts totaling $3,175 to the 2016 GIVING BACK project. This is
an amazing display of generosity to our 2016 charity the BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB of BETHLEHEM (BGCB).
EVERY dollar we contribute will go to support important programs at BGCB that prepare girls for leadership and
success as they grow into responsible young women. Nationally - out of those who attend Boys & Girls Clubs of
America regularly:
93% believe school work is meaningful
82% are on track to graduate from high school
78% have volunteered in the past year
Boys & Girls Clubs of America create great futures for the next generation of our leaders through encouraging
education. Nationally these clubs annually serve nearly 4 million youth through Club membership and community outreach.
Locally, your dollars are helping with "Project Learn". This initiative provides homework help and one-on-one
tutoring to make the girls and boys be more successful in school. It is often coordinated with their teachers and
guidance counselors for the greatest impact.
Our project continues until the middle of December when we plan to present our gifts and checks. I encourage
you to make your gift now as we aim to surpass last year’s record total of $5,000. If you have questions, please
call Honorary Chair Beth Corroda or Linda Robertson.

AAUW National Cheer of the Week
In 2017, there will be 21 women serving in the U.S. Senate—
the highest number in history. The chamber will also feature a
record number of women of color. Senators-elect Tammy
Duckworth (D-IL), Catherine Cortez Masto (D-NV), and Kamala Harris (D-CA) made history by becoming the first
Thai American, first Latina, and first biracial woman, respectively, to serve in the U.S. Senate.
Washington Update is an internal communication for public policy leaders and members of the American Association of University Women (AAUW). Take the next step to break through barriers for women and girls:request your
own subscription online.
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AAUW has been empowering women as
individuals and as a community since
1881. For more than 130 years, we have
worked together as a national grassroots
organization to improve the lives of millions of women and their families. IF
YOU ARE ON FACEBOOK,
“like” and “follow” our branch page. Then, share,
share, share! Get the word out to your friends
about all the great things AAUW does!

We’re on the Web
www.aauw-bethlehem.org

Submissions to the Bethlehem Bylines Brief may be made to Shelley Speirs by email at:
ssabelay@rcn.com.
Deadline for submissions is the 15th of each month for the following month’s issue.
When submitting by email please use the subject line “Bethlehem Bylines Brief”.
Photos may also be submitted with articles and announcements. Please provide a .jpg file.
Articles and Announcements will be edited for any space restrictions.

Latest FBI Hate Crime Statistics
Some of the highlights:
5,479 hate crime incidents were reported in 2014
47 percent were racially motivated. Other motivators included sexual orientation, religion, ethnicity,
gender identity, disability, and gender. (See pie
chart below)
63.1 % were crimes against persons and 36.1 %
were crimes against property. The remaining offenses were crimes against society, like illegal drug
activity or prostitution.
The majority of the crimes against persons involved intimidation (43.1 percent) and simple assault (37.4 percent).

Reference: https://www.fbi.gov/news/stories/latest-hate-crime-statistics-available

