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President’s Pen
Unleash You Passion, Again!
I feel like it’s time to bring my friend, Roscoe, back to remind us that we must be
fearless in advocating for equity for women
and girls. Our leadership is still needed to
improve the lives of girls and women in the
playground, in the classroom, on campus,
in the workplace, in the boardroom, and in
local, state, and national government. Roscoe is always on guard to protect his
“pack.” We need to be willing to protect
the rights of women and girls with just as
much vigor. Check out the emails you receive from AAUW to choose ways that you
can help. Ask someone to join you at local
AAUW sponsored function. It’s more fun
when you participate with a group. Now is
the time to get active. Together we can be
just as formidable as Roscoe.
Cathy Kotanchik
President

Publicity
Linda Robertson
Diversity/Social Media
Randi Blauth
College/University Liaison
Susan McNamara
Historian
Linda Robbins
Information Technology
Cynthia Weber
Nominating Chair
Nancy Disario
Newsletter Editor
Shelley Speirs

Membership News
The branch welcomes new member Jean Morgano. Jean is a psychologist with Colonial Northampton IU#20 and is very interested in social justice and empowering
women. Please welcome Jean to the branch when you see her at Book Fair and ask
her about her four children.

In Memoriam:
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America’s First Woman Baseball Writer Broke Glass Ceilings Without A Bat
Ella Black bucked stereotypes and brought female fandom to the forefront. By Cara Giaimo June 2017

Fans at the World Series in 1916. A quarter century earlier,
Ella Black opened doors for baseball-loving women everywhere. (Photo: Library of Congress/LC-DIG-ggbain-22957)

“As the world’s first nationally circulated female baseball writer, she was
privy to plenty of double takes, obstacles, and confused men. Despite
this, throughout 1890, she penned dozens of articles for Sporting Life,
proving that a self-described “petticoated enthusiast” could chase stories
and swap stats with the best of them. She covered bullpen politics, gave a
voice to female fan culture, and sparred with male readers—and then, as
suddenly a home run over the back fence, she disappeared. Wherever
Black went, she propped the door open on her way out. People wrote
into The Sporting Life asking after her, and saying she “numbered among
the brilliants.” By the 1920s, Foster says, there were over 30 female
sportswriters in America. Although numbers have gone up since then, we
still have a long way to go—a recent Associated Press report put
the proportion of female sportswriters in major newsrooms at around 15
percent, and many face online harassment that Black couldn’t have even
dreamed of. A century later, baseball historians are still trying to figure
out exactly who she was.” Read more about Ella Black here.

Source: http://www.atlasobscura.com/
Golf and Yoga!--Appeal to Those Interested
We have a possibility of joining with a Bethlehem area women's
golf league for weekly, in season, 18 hole play.
In addition, a local experienced Yoga leader, Tina Thomas, from the
Limeport area, is willing to set up a Yoga group for AAUW at a
time and location for those interested.
Please contact Ginny Stanglein, at snowmarsh2@aol.com or 610217-8827 to indicate your interest.

Nominating Committee Officers Slate
At the April 11 Branch Meeting Book Fair Supper and Shop we will vote on the following
nominations for new branch officers as proposed by this year’s Nominating Committee:
President – Cathy Kotanchik - Cathy has graciously agreed to continue for a third term.
Vice-President of Membership – Lynn Bittner
Finance Officer – Linda Robbins
(See short bios on page 3)
First term Nominating Committee members are Linda Robertson, Anne Hammersmith, and
Phyllis Wargo. Continuing their final term on the committee are Polly Hinder, Cynthia
Weber, and Joanne Wagner. Joanne Wagner will serve as chairman.
Please plan to attend the April meeting and vote for these great women who are willing to
serve as our branch leaders.
Submitted by Nancy Disario – Nominating Chairman
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AAUW-Bethlehem
2017 - 2018 Membership Dues Renewal Form
Dues for 2017 - 2018 total is $75. Of this amount, $16 stays with the branch to support programs and activities; $49 (of
which $46 is tax-deductible) goes to National to advance equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research; and $10 goes to AAUW-PA.
Please complete form and mail to Finance Officer, Beth Corroda, who can answer questions about the availability of
partial dues assistance (a member must re-apply annually).
Annual fee for non-member study group participant is $20.
Dues must be paid to the AAUW-Bethlehem, Finance Officer by May 30 for member information to be included
in the 2017-2018 Yearbook.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _
Please Complete and Return 2017 – 2018 Response Form and Dues Payment(s) by May 30, 2017
Make checks payable to AAUW-Bethlehem and mail to Beth Corroda at 2226 Lafayette Avenue, Bethlehem PA 180175018. (telephone 610-844-6288).
NAME: ________________________________________________________________________
First

Last

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________
Number & Street

City

State

Zip & 4 digits

Telephone: Home ________________ Work/Mobile __________________________
Email: ________________________________________________________________
College(s): _____________________________________________________________
Name

Degree

Graduation Year

Nominee Bios: (continued from page 2)
Finance Officer—Linda Robbins
Graduated Cedar Crest College. AAUW-PA State Board positions: District coordinator for five years, Diversity
Chair for four years, Archives Chair/ Historian for five years (current), Conference Coordinator for two years.
Allentown branch: treasurer four years, President for two years, National and State liaison for four years, currently
Finance Officer and Archives/Historian Chair. Bethlehem Branch: Book Fair Chair for five years, Currently Archives Chair/Historian. Women Graduates USA: Archives Chair. Also Treasurer and Administrative Director for
Lehigh Valley Wrestling Club (a Regional Olympic Training Center) since 2011. Attended most AAUW National
and State Conventions since 1993 and attended the International Federation of University Women in Turkey.

Vice President of Membership—Lynn Bittner
Lynn was a hospital nurse in NY and Connecticut prior to starting her family. Shortly after having children she
moved to NJ where she taught cake decorating to adults and owned a dried and silk flower shop. She was also the
President of the local Welcome Wagon organization. Upon returning to the Lehigh Valley, Lynn became a health
specialist with Head Start and then Executive Director of FAMLEE an affiliate of Community Health Services in
Quakertown. Lynn relocated to Glenn Falls, NY for a period of time and was a real estate agent before returning
once again home to the Lehigh Valley. She served as past president of the Bethlehem Garden Club and joined
AAUW. She currently volunteers at the A.L.S. clinic at Good Shepherd Hospital and St. Luke’s Hospice House.
Lynn is widowed, has two children and five grandchildren and loves to travel.
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Group Schedules
Paperback II Study Group
If you are interested in joining
our study group you can contact
Joanne at 610-392-0891 or
jmfwagner@live.com

“None of us can
know what we
are capable of
until we are
tested”
_ Elizabeth
Blackwell

We welcome new members.
Contact: Chair, Mardi
Metzger, 610 866-1257,
mm04@lehigh.edu

Out-to-Lunch Bunch
Our March hostess, Mary
Mystery Paperback
Information, contact Linda
Dawson, has chosen Yianni’s
Robertson:
Taverna at 3760 Old PhiladelLCRob123@PTD.net.
phia Pike, Bethlehem, PA
18015, for our March 21st
luncheon. You can look at
Bacchae
Bacchae will meet on April 6 at their menu by clicking on this
7:00 at Myra Jones' house.
hyperlink: http://
JoAnn Kelly will serve as co/
www.yiannistaverna.com for
hostess. Note that this is the first information.
Thursday this month, not the
second Thursday, because of
Please join us for lunch at
Easter week. Questions, contact Noon by calling Mary 484-894
Phyllis Wargo
-8495 to reserve your place at
the table. The reservation cutoff date will be Friday, March
AAUW Paperback I
17th.
AAUW Paperback I will meet
Thursday March 16 at 7:00 p.m. If you have any friends who
would like to join us, or others
at the home of Randi Blauth.
you would like to add to the
We will discuss the book, Heat
mailing list, please let me
and Light, by Jennifer Haigh.
know.” -Jeanie Powers
JeanieKeller@verizon.net
Paperback I will also meet on
Thursday, April 20 at 7:00 p.m
at the home of Polly Hinder. Our Diversity: Deeds and DiaApril book is The Boy Who Har- logues
Members of this group come
nessed the Wind by
from the Bethlehem, Easton
Kamkwamba and Mealer.

and Allentown branches to discuss issues around race, age, gender and more.
This group is concerned with
social action as well as social
justice. We meet the 4th
Wednesday, of the month at
7:00pm.
Wednesday, March 22 at the
home of Susan McNamara
Finishing the book-"Letters To a
Young Muslim" by Omar Saif
Ghobash
If you have any questions, please
contact Rosemary Baker
Community Lecture & Book
Signing.
Lecture and book signing on Saturday, March 18, 1:00 p.m. The
book is First Ladies and American Women: In Politics and at
Home, by Dr. Jill Hummer. It
will take place at the Lehigh Valley Heritage Museum, 432 W.
Walnut St., Allentown. admission
is free for members, $8.00 for
non-members. Questions: Contact: Mardi Metzger, 610 8661257, mm04@lehigh.edu

WHAT MOST PEOPLE
DON’T UNDERSTAND
ABOUT RACE
Dr. Karen Gaffney
Raritan Valley Community College
WHAT: Presentation on Racism in America
WHEN: March 18, 2017 from 9:30 am - 11:30 am
WHERE: Northampton Community College, Alumni Hall
Presented by the AAUW of Bethlehem and Easton
Join AAUW and community members as we learn about the
historical underpinnings of racism and ways to move forward.
RSVP to Ruth at aauwlehighvalleydiversity@gmail.com
Beverages will be provided
BETHLEHEM
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2017 Book Fair
55TH ANNUAL BOOK FAIR, 2017
It’s almost here!
The Book Fair Committee held its first meeting. Signs, posters and bookmarks have been printed, postcards have been mailed to past customers, volunteers have received an email requesting their help. Deb
and Rita have met, and met again, and the Bethlehem Pool Building is waiting for us.
It’s that time again when one of our largest community projects is about to begin.
The 55th Annual Used Book Fair opens to the public on April 20th – April 24th. We want our Book Fair
to be the best one yet, but there is still some work to do. March 22nd is the Kick-Off Koffee, and it
marks the beginning of our receiving book donations and other materials. Please consider giving a few
hours helping to sort and set up the books. Help will also be needed as cashiers during the sale.
Here are some important dates and how you can help:
March 22: Kick-Off Koffee at the Municipal Pool Building at 10 AM Come and get excited about the
Book Fair and learn how you can be an integral part.
March 23-April 19: Book donations are accepted from 9-12, Monday-Saturday You can help sort the
donations and set up the Book Fair.
April 11: AAUW Branch members “Small Plates and Shopping” 6-8 PM Here’s your chance to get a
preview of the Book Fair and pick up your favorite author or other
interests before we “open” to the public
April 20: Preview Sale Day from 2-6 PM You can help as a cashier or assist
customers
April 21-24: Sale Days Times vary each day Cashiers and customer
assistants are needed
April 24: 1-4 PM Clean out the Pool Building We will take down shelving,
remove the signs and clean the building
As you can see, there are many opportunities for you to volunteer your time
to our Book Fair as well as shopping times. See you at the Book Fair!!
Rita Bergstrom
Debbie Spinney

AAUW National Cheer of the Week
The Nevada State Senate voted to ratify the Equal
Rights Amendment this week. The resolution will head
to the State Assembly for a final vote. If ratified, Nevada would be the 36th of 38 states needed to
put the Equal Rights Amendment in the U.S. Constitution.
Washington Update is an internal communication for public policy leaders and members of the American Association of University
Women (AAUW). Take the next step to break through barriers for women and girls:request your own subscription online.
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AAUW has been empowering women as
individuals and as a community since
1881. For more than 130 years, we have
worked together as a national grassroots
organization to improve the lives of millions of women and their families. IF
YOU ARE ON FACEBOOK,
“like” and “follow” our branch page. Then, share,
share, share! Get the word out to your friends
about all the great things AAUW does!

We’re on the Web
www.aauw-bethlehem.org

Submissions to the Bethlehem Bylines Brief may be made to Shelley Speirs by email at:
ssabelay@rcn.com.
Deadline for submissions is the 15th of each month for the following month’s issue.
When submitting by email please use the subject line “Bethlehem Bylines Brief”.
Photos may also be submitted with articles and announcements. Please provide a .jpg file.
Articles and Announcements will be edited for any space restrictions.

AAUW of Bethlehem Public Policy Program - No Room for Hate in the Lehigh Valley
Date:
Time:
Location:

May 6th
10 am to noon
Moravian Theological Seminary
60 W. Locust St.
Bethlehem, PA 18018
Room: The Saal

This program will examine hate crimes and hate crime prevention from various perspectives: LGBTQ+,
domestic violence, higher education, race, sex trafficking and religion. Key representatives from local agencies will engage in conversations with program participants in a round table format.
Watch for more details to come!
Public Policy Co-Chairs: Stacey Zaremba, Shelley Speirs
Subcommittee: Ruth Skoglund, Kate Cohen

Rally and Lobby Day at Pennsylvania State Capitol
Join AAUW members from across the state and friends from BPW-PA (Business and Professional Women
Pennsylvania) in the capitol rotunda for a rally from 10:30 to 11:30. Then move to the Irvis Office Building,
Room 302 IOB for lunch to begin the AAUW Lobby Day activities.
The events for Tuesday, April 4th to acknowledge Equal Pay Day are covered in detail in
the March Highlights and on the website. What is important to note is that registration is
required due to meeting room capacity and meals, space is limited. Click here to register:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aauw-pa-equal-pay-lobby-day-tickets-31785693866

