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10. Help build our AAUW
community by recruiting new
members.

President Trump? Here is our
12-step program for these 11. Work locally as well as
uncharted political waters. nationally.
1. Begin as we mean to proFebruary 07, 2017
ceed.
12. Keep in mind that the
more things change, the more
The 2016 election was one
2. Remember that personnel they remain the same.
for the record books — notais policy.
ble for its historic candidates,
polling, and punditry. It was
3. Hold their feet to the fire
an election that spurred an
and remain nonpartisan.
uptick in voter engagement
but saw a decline in voter
4. Understand that facts do
turnout. And it was an elecmatter.
tion that generated high levels of anxiety and contro5. Be an ally in the fight
versy. In the end American
against hate.
voters did indeed make history — not by electing the
6. Stand up to everyday sexnation’s first woman presiism whenever you can.
dent, as many had anticiLike what you’re reading?
This article originally appeared
pated, but rather by electing
7. Support women leaders.
in the Winter 2017 of AAUW
political outsider Donald J.
Outlook magazine.
Trump to the White House.
8. Never forget that voting
For more stories like this, subHow will AAUW continue
rights and fair representation scribe to Outlook today.
its nonpartisan work under

The Political
Road Ahead

In Memoriam:
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Martha Matilda Harper, the Greatest Businesswoman You’ve Never Heard Of.
She pioneered retail franchising and created the American hair salon industry.
BY JAIMIE SEAON january 11, 2017

Nearly 30 years before Helena Rubenstein and Elizabeth Arden launched their
beauty brands, a former servant girl from
Canada created the American hair salon
industry, designed the first reclining
salon chair, and went on to establish
retail franchising as we know it today.
Along the way she empowered thousands of young women and amassed a
fortune.
Martha Matilda Harper was born in
1857 into a working class family in
Ontario, Canada. At the age of seven, A portrait believed to show Martha Matilda Harper, c.
her father bound her out in servitude to 1914. LIBRARY OF CONGRESS/LC-USZ62-76323
an uncle, and she was sent 60 miles
from home to begin a life of drudgery. Eventually, she went to work for a German holistic
doctor, who taught her his revolutionary ideas about hair care.
Read more about Martha in Atlas Obscura

Get Ready for Equal Pay Day on April 4

Plan an AAUW Start Smart salary negotiation workshop to commemorate Equal Pay Day, the symbolic day
when women’s wages “catch up” to men’s wages from the year before. Read our
resource on how to be a salary negotiation workshop ambassador to get started. It
takes a few months to get a workshop scheduled on campus, so start today!
Like the AAUW-PA Facebook page so you don’t miss 80 Days of Inequality. Beginning January 15 through April 4 (Equal Pay Day), AAUW PA will post one fact about
the gender pay gap. Share the posts with your friends. Please ask your branch
members to do the same. Let’s make some noise in Pennsylvania!

The Bethlehem NAACP’s 72nd Annual Freedom Fund Banquet will be held at The Meadows,
1770 Meadows Drive, Hellertown, PA 18055, Sunday, February 19, 2017. A reception will begin
at 2:30 pm with the buffet dinner at 3:00 pm. The keynote speaker is Rep. Vanessa Lowery
Brown, 190th District, Philadelphia County, and former chairwoman, Pennsylvania Legislative
Black Caucus.
The Bethlehem NAACP chose “Civil Rights Partners of the Bethlehem NAACP” as our Freedom
Fund Banquet theme. We applaud The Bethlehem Police Department, The Bethlehem Area
School District, The Sands, PBS39, Bethlehem YWCA, AAUW of the Lehigh Valley, LEPOCO,
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., of Allentown, Cathedral Church of the Nativity, St. Paul Baptist
Church, Second Baptist Church, Grace Deliverance Baptist Church and St. John A.M.E. Zion
Church, who in some way have exemplified a caring spirit.
Adult tickets are $40.00; Students $30.00. Make checks payable to Bethlehem NAACP, mail to
627 Cherokee Street, Bethlehem, PA 18015. For reservations call 610.866.2078 or 610.865.9379
or email jlee975@gmail.com. Ticket deadline is February 12. No tickets will be sold at the door.
BETHLEHEM
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Women's March Update
The Women’s March on Washington
far exceeded our dreams. About 1.2
million people gathered in Washington, D.C. and another 3 million gathered in cities and towns across our nation, making the Women's March the
largest mass demonstration in U.S.
history. With 5 million people marching globally, January 21st was likely
the largest coordinated global protest
in world history!

Image: @RafaelShimunov
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Together, we demonstrated a collective commitment to protect, defend
and advance human rights, even in the
face of adversity. The solidarity we
saw on 1/21 will be necessary to protect our families, our communities and
our planet in the coming weeks and
months.

We thank you for your courage, your
hard work, and your commitment.
Now, the real work begins.
So much has happened since the
march -- and we need you more than
ever.

AAUW Student Affiliate Program
Tuesday, February 22, 2017
Moravian College Campus
4PM—UBC Room in the HUB
The AAUW student affiliates would like to extend an invitation to the
branch to attend a joint meeting on campus.
(RSVP Not Required)
Reeves Library at Moravian College received a grant from the Council
of Independent Colleges to digitize photographs to chronicle the history of the Moravian Seminary and College for Women.
Pam Johnson, Research Instruction & Digital Resources Librarian
at Moravian College will share highlights from the collection at our
February meeting. This year represents the 275th anniversary of Moravian College, the sixth oldest college in the country and the first to
educate women.
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Please join the Women’s
March rapid response network here.

Solidarity rally at City Hall in Bethlehem on January 21, 2017. Pictured in
photos, branch members Beth Corroda
(middle left) and Sarah Gilda. (above)

“When I dare to be powerful, to
use my strength in the service of
my
vision, then it becomes less and
less important whether I am
afraid.”
— Audre Lorde, feminist and activist

Additional information on each
program will follow in the
preceding months
Bethlehem Bylines Brief.
Dates may also be found in your
AAUW 2016-2017 Yearbook.
Questions ?
Contact: AAUW Bethlehem
Program Chair: Mary Dawson
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Group Schedules
Paperback II Study Group
If you are interested in joining
our study group you can contact
Phyllis at 610-392-0891 or
jmfwagner@live.com
Mystery Paperback Information, contact Linda Robertson:
LCRob123@PTD.net.
Bacchae There is no February
meeting. Our next meeting will
be on March 9th at 7:00 at Linda
Robbins's house. Rita Bergstrom
will serve as co-hostess.

“None of us can
know what we
are capable of
until we are
tested”
_ Elizabeth
Blackwell

AAUW Paperback I
AAUW Paperback I will meet at
the home of Kathy Stephen on
Thursday, Feb. 16, at 7:00 p.m.
We will discuss "A Man Called
Ove" by Fredrik Backman. New
members are welcome: please
call Mardi Metzger, 610
866-1257 for more information.
Paperback I will meet at the
home of Randi Blauth on Thursday, March 16 at 7:00 p.m. We
will discuss "Heat and Light" by
Jennifer Haigh. New members
are welcome: please call Mardi
Metzger, 6120 866-1257 for
more information.

We welcome new members.
Contact: Chair, Mardi
Metzger, 610 866-1257,
mm04@lehigh.edu
Out-to-Lunch Bunch
Our February hostess, Lynn
Bittner, has chosen Ye Olde
Spring Valley Tavern at 1355
Station Avenue, Bethlehem,
PA 18015, for our February
21st luncheon. You can look at
their menu by clicking on this
hyperlink: http://
www.yeoldesvt.com for information. Please join us for
lunch at Noon by calling Lynn
at 610-838-1482 to reserve
your place at the table. The
reservation cutoff date will be
Friday, February 17th. We had
14 ladies at the January meeting, so be sure to call early. If
you have any friends who
would like to join us, or others
you would like to add to the
mailing list, please let me
know.” -Jeanie Keller Powers
If you have any friends who
would like to join us, or others
you would like to add to the
mailing list, please let me
know.” -Jeanie Powers

JeanieKeller@verizon.net
Diversity: Deeds and Dialogues
Members of this group come
from the Bethlehem, Easton and
Allentown branches to discuss
issues around race, age, gender
and more.
This group is concerned with
social action as well as social
justice. We meet the 4th
Wednesday, of the month at
7:00pm.
Wednesday, February 22 at the
home of Norma Ferguson
Reading: "Letters To A Young
Muslim" by Omar Saif Ghobash
reading to page 118
Wednesday, March 22 at the
home of Susan McNamara
Finishing the book-"Letters To a
Young Muslim" by Omar Saif
Ghobash
If you have any questions, please
contact Rosemary Baker

WHAT MOST PEOPLE
DON’T UNDERSTAND
ABOUT RACE
Dr. Karen Gaffney
Raritan Valley Community College
WHAT: Presentation on Racism in America
WHEN: March 18, 2017 from 9:30 am - 11:30 am
WHERE: Northampton Community College, Alumni Hall
Presented by the AAUW of Bethlehem and Easton
Join AAUW and community members as we learn about the
historical underpinnings of racism and ways to move forward.
RSVP to Ruth at aauwlehighvalleydiversity@gmail.com
Beverages will be provided
BETHLEHEM

BYLINES

BRIEF

VOLUME

1

ISSUE

7

PAGE

2017 Book Fair
Thanks to the help of Beth Corroda and Shirley Daluisio (who filed the Book Fair rental application with the City
of Bethlehem for the Memorial Pool Building, obtained the necessary insurance certificate and ordered the rental
tables and chairs), we were able to put our Book Fair files away during the latter part of November and December. But no worries – we got back to work on the Book Fair in January.
The flyers, book marks and postcards to be sent to our past customers have been ordered from Working Dog
Press. Sue Pettit has submitted information to Book Sale Finder on the web. Cynthia Weber has updated our
Branch website with the information for the 2017 sale. In addition, we are happy to report that we have some new
sections chairs: Mary Evelyn Trinkle (religion) and Eileen Traficante (mystery paperbacks). In addition, Pat
Slifka will be our treasurer this year. We are currently in search of a section chair for Cook Books. Please
contact us if you would like to handle this section.
We need a few volunteers to help us with set up on Tuesday, March 21st (9am-Noon). If you or a friend has a
van, SUV or truck we can really use your help moving items from the storage unit to the pool building. Call or
email Debbie or Rita to let us know that you can help. Can’t help with set up? Join us for our sorting parties Monday-Saturday mornings (dates below)! Please consider helping in any way that you can.
Important dates to add to your calendar:
February 22nd: Book Fair Committee meeting; 10 am at Rita’s home
March 22nd: Kick-off Koffee at the Municipal Pool Building; 10 am
March 23-April 13th: book donations accepted 9-12 Monday-Saturday
March 23-April 19th: sorting and pricing 9-12 Monday-Saturday; no evenings
April 11th: AAUW Branch members “Small Plates & Shopping”; 6-8pm at
the pool building
April 20th: Preview sale day; entry fee
April 21-24: No fee sale days
April 24th, 1pm – 4pm, clean out of pool building
Getting excited for Book Fair,
Debbie Spinney and Rita Bergstrom
Debbie Spinney dspin202@ptd.net
Rita Bergstrom ritabergs@netscape.net

AAUW National Cheer of the Week

Hidden Figures surpassed Rogue One during its opening weekend and earned $22.8 million, signifying a huge win for women and women of color in film. Hidden Figures tells the story of three female
African-American NASA mathematicians who played key roles in early U.S. space exploration.
Washington Update is an internal communication for public policy leaders and members of the American Association of University
Women (AAUW). Take the next step to break through barriers for women and girls:request your own subscription online.
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AAUW has been empowering women as
individuals and as a community since
1881. For more than 130 years, we have
worked together as a national grassroots
organization to improve the lives of millions of women and their families. IF
YOU ARE ON FACEBOOK,
“like” and “follow” our branch page. Then, share,
share, share! Get the word out to your friends
about all the great things AAUW does!

We’re on the Web
www.aauw-bethlehem.org

Submissions to the Bethlehem Bylines Brief may be made to Shelley Speirs by email at:
ssabelay@rcn.com.
Deadline for submissions is the 15th of each month for the following month’s issue.
When submitting by email please use the subject line “Bethlehem Bylines Brief”.
Photos may also be submitted with articles and announcements. Please provide a .jpg file.
Articles and Announcements will be edited for any space restrictions.

Public Policy Corner
Bigotry is the complete intolerance towards those who hold opinions different from ones own. Heightened
bigotry, prejudice and bias often lead to hate crimes. The rate and incidence of hate crimes has increased
throughout our country since the election. According to the Southern Poverty Law Center the most frequent
place for hate incidents is in our schools (K-12 settings and colleges). What does AAUW have to say about
bias and bigotry?
“For more than 135 years, AAUW has stood against intolerance and injustice. And we have no plans of sitting
down now. As our country faces some of our greatest tests, it is important to look at AAUW’s history to show
that the squall of discrimination cannot be met by silence. “ by Political Media Manager Amy Becker and Archivist
Suzanne Gould. Read more at AAUW Stands Against Bigotry and Bias
Public Policy Co-Chairs: Stacey Zaremba, Shelley Speirs
Subcommittee: Ruth Skoglund, Kate Cohen

Writing to Our Elected Representatives
A couple of tips to help get your letter to the top of the pile, and maybe get more than a form letter back:
1. Always start with "My name is" and your address so that the rep knows that you are his/her constituent.
2. Include your phone number so that the rep. can call you, which is faster/easier for them than dictating a formal reply.
3. State one issue/problem/question clearly in as few words as possible, and explain how it affects you or your family.
4. Suggest an action that will benefit you as a constituent, i.e. "please vote NO on... whatever".
5. Avoid making "demands" if possible. It sure would be easy for your "rant" to get shuffled to the bottom.
6. Nowadays, all snail mail is subject to anthrax screening so it may take two weeks to be received, so send your letter as a fax, so it
will be printed out and be physically handled by the aides and maybe even your rep. This also creates a time-stamped receipt.
7. Remember each hand-written letter from an actual constituent has the same (or more) "weight" as a petition coming from a special-interest group with 100,000 signatures.
8. Read #7 a few more times, then get busy.
Submitted by Claire Ressler, Source:

