Board of Directors
Officers

President
Catherine Kotanchik
President-Elect
Vacant
Programs
Mary Dawson
Co-VP - Membership
Claire Ressler
Anne Hammersmith
Secretary
JoAnn Kelly
Finance Officer
Beth Corroda

Committee Chairs
Immediate Past President
Ruth Skoglund
Public Policy
Stacey Zaremba
Shelley Speirs
Study Groups
Virginia Stanglein
Book Fair Coordinator
Debbie Spinney
Yearbook
Shirley Daluisio
Scholarship
Frances Bentkowski
By Laws
JoAnn Kelly
Publicity
Linda Robertson
Diversity/Social Media
Randi Blauth
College/University Liaison
Susan McNamara
Historian
Linda Robbins
Information Technology
Cynthia Weber
Nominating Chair
Bernice M. Gardiner
Newsletter Editor
Shelley Speirs

Bethlehem Bylines Brief
V O L U M E

1

I S S U E

2

A U G U S T , 2 0 1 6

President’s Pen
takes just minutes to make
your voice heard! Sign up at
http://www.aauw.org/what
-we-do/public-policy/twominute-activist/

in Washington. They may
even send you emails back.
Senator Toomey sent me a
long message detailing how
the Pay Fairness legislation
and you will join the AAUW AAUW supports would inAction Network and receive crease nuisance law suits.
Can you Spare Two
urgent e-mail notices to
One of the reasons I joined
Minutes?
contact your elected offiAAUW was to give my voice
cials.
There’s
no
obligation.
more impact in our governDid you know that you can
You
can
pick
the
issues
that
ment. Please join me in
email a letter to Senator
are most important to you. showing our elected offiBob Casey, Senator Pat
cials that we are watching
Toomey, and RepresentaSome elected officials say
tive Charlie Dent in just two they don’t hear from their how they vote on laws that
affect women and girls.
minutes? You don’t even
constituents about the isCathy Kotanchik
need to look up their email sues important to women
President
addresses!With our online and girls. That isn’t the
AAUW Bethlehem
Two-Minute Activist tool, it case with our PA legislators

Think you’re not biased against women leaders?
Many people say they do not believe the stereotype that girls and women are not as good as boys
and men in math and science. The research of Mahzarin Banaji at Harvard University, however,
shows that even individuals
who consciously refute gender and science stereotypes
can still hold those beliefs at
an unconscious level. These
unconscious beliefs or implicit biases may be more
powerful than explicitly held
beliefs and values simply
because we are not aware of
them. Even if overt gender
bias is waning, as some argue, research shows that
less-conscious beliefs underlying negative stereotypes
continue to influence assumptions about people and
behavior. The AAUW Implicit Association Test
(IAT) on gender and leadership and the brief informational survey that follows should take about 10-15 minutes. Click Here to
take the test. Submitted by, Linda Robertson

In Memoriam:
Gunnel Maria Sterner, 85, formerly of Bethlehem, passed away Friday, July 15, 2016.
Patience Haruta died peacefully on July 26, 2016.
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OUT-TO-LUNCH BUNCH
Monthly meetings will begin September 20th, and will continue to be held on
third Tuesdays. Jeanie Powers is the hostess for September, and we will be
meeting at The Café, at 221 West Broad Street, Bethlehem. We meet at noon on
third Tuesdays, so please mark your calendars ahead for the whole AAUW year.
We invite returning members for the food, and new members for the food, new
friends, and interesting conversations. Please contact Jeanie Powers before
September 16 to make a reservation.

OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE IN COMMUNITY DISCUSSION
On August 22, 2016, at 6:00 pm, in Bethlehem’s Town Hall, the NAACP is sponsoring a community forum to discuss pertinent issues including “Black Lives Also
Matter.” Participants include NAACP President Esther Lee, Mayor Bob Donchez
and Police Chief Mark DiLuzio. Topics for discussion will include but will not be
limited to:
Community Policing/School Resource Officers
Police Training
Community Relations
Diversity in the Police Department
Explorers Post/Junior Police Academy
These are topics important to AAUW members as well as the general public.
Submitted by Randi Blauth, Diversity Chair

“The Only Safe
Ship in a Storm is
Leadership”
_ Faye Wattleton

Where does Democratic candidate
Katie McGinty stand on passing
laws aimed at closing the gender
pay gap?
Where does Republican candidate
Pat Toomey stand on raising
the federal minimum wage?
Where do Pennsylvania U.S.
Senate candidates stand on a
woman’s right to access affordable contraception without
asking her boss’s permission?
Click here to review the candidates’ records and public positions to assess where they
stand on AAUW’s priority
issues.
There is so much at stake each
time women head to the polls
and, in turn, so much AAUW memBETHLEHEM
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bers and supporters can do to
ensure that voters are educated,
able to exercise their right, and
encouraged to do so on Election
Day, November 8.

we will have an AAUW and
LWV Information table at
NCC’s annual Quadfest, from
11: 00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. .
On September 27th we will be
registering voters in the campus student union, from 10:00
GOTV VOTER EDUCATION a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Plans for
AND REGISTRATION
additional Voter Registration
EVENTS: VOLUNTEERS
and Education events at NCC
are also in the works—an
WELCOMED
evening in the dorms and
another with students enAAUW-Bethlehem, along with
rolled in Political Science
AAUW-Easton and the League
of Women Voters, Northampton courses.
If you’d like to learn more or
County, will be holding Voter
volunteer, please contact:
Registration and Education
events at Northampton Commu- Susan McNamara at 610-8618066 or at
nity College (NCC) in August
and September. On August 25th, smc8066@yahoo.com
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AAUW National: Newly Released Data Shed
Light on Sexual Harassment in U.S. Public Education. Two-thirds of school districts report zero
incidents of sexual harassment and bullying. July 13, 2016

AAUW reviewed the U.S. Department
of Education’s Civil Rights Data Collection (CRDC) for 2013–14 to find
out how often sexual harassment is
being reported in public schools. Analyzing the data by local education
agency (LEA) —a public school district, charter school, or system of charter schools — AAUW found that more
than two-thirds of LEAs in the United
States reported zero allegations of sexual harassment or bullying in the 2013
–14 school year. “If these zeros were
factual, I’d be thrilled. But from what
we’ve heard from students, parents,
and administrators, not to mention reliable research, we know these zeros
bear no resemblance to what’s really
happening,” said Lisa Maatz, vice

president of government relations at
AAUW. “Zeros like these are a red
flag. We believe it’s likely that these
schools haven’t taken the steps necessary to educate their school communities about what to do when sexual harassment occurs, and they may have
rusty procedures in place to respond to
such complaints.” “These zeros might
seem like good news, but we know
from research that that is far from reality,” said Catherine Hill co-author of
Crossing the Line: Sexual Harassment
at School. In the report, AAUW found
that nearly half of students in grades 7
–12 (and more than half of girls) reported experiencing some sexual harassment in the prior year. It’s likely,
then, that the schools included in the

3

CRDC data are underreporting the incidence of sexual harassment and bullying. “The CRDC information is

vital to promoting Title IX compliance in local communities,” said
Maatz. “I urge parents, students,
and advocates to locate their
school’s Title IX coordinator and
bring these findings to their attention. Students’ well-being and access to an education free of sex discrimination are on the line.”
- submitted by Linda Robertson
“As women, we
must stand up for
ourselves...for

Thursday, September 8, 2016,1:00PM
Location, Moravian Museum, 66 W. Church St.
Walking tour focusing on early Moravian women

each other...for

Our September program will take place on Thursday, Sept. 8 at 1:00.
We will meet at the Moravian Museum, Church St., Bethlehem, for a
tour to learn about early Moravian women. Help us celebrate Bethlehem's 275th anniversary and explore Moravian women's education,
social systems, and child rearing practices. We will tour the Saal, Single Sister's House, and God's Acre.

_Michelle Obama

Then join us at the Bethlehem Area Public Library for refreshments
and an optional tour of the new children's room. Please invite friends
and/or new members to join us.
Preregistration for the tour is required. Please send a check for $10 by
August 30 made out to AAUW-Bethlehem to:
Mary Dawson
1933 Peach Tree Lane
Bethlehem PA 18015
Questions, call Mary at 484-894-8495
Mark Your Calendar for Next Month:
Friday, Oct. 21, 2016, 7:00 PM
Location: Wesley Methodist Church, 2540 Center St.
Women in STEM: A Look Through the Gender Studies Lens

justice for all”

Additional information on each
program will follow in the preceding months
Bethlehem Bylines Brief.
Dates may also be found in your
AAUW 2016-2017 Yearbook.
Questions ?
Contact: AAUW Bethlehem
Program Chair: Mary Dawson
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Group Schedules
Paperback II Study Group
meets the third Tuesday of
the month, from September
through May except in December. Meetings start at
7:30pm. Members volunteer
to host each month and additional members volunteer to
do the reviews.
September 20th meetingbook-"Life In A Jar"- "The
Irena Sendler Project" by
Jack Mayer. Rita Bergstrom
will host.
October 18th meeting- book"All the Light We Cannot

See" by Anthony Doerr. Shirley Daluisio will
host.
November 15th meetingbook-"Oil Cloth Stories"
by Carol Henn (local author). Linda Zimmerman
will host
All members are welcome.
Questions? Contact
Joanne Wagner, Paperback
II Study group leader
Jmfwagner@live.com
Mystery Paperback meets
at Linda Robertson’s on
September 27 at 1:30

Marilyn will lead discussion
of Zoo Station by David
Downing. Information, contact Linda Robertson:
LCRob123@PTD.net.
Bacchae meets the 2nd
Thursday of each month
(except Dec. and Feb.)
The first meeting is
September 8th at 7pm
at Phyllis Wargo's
home.
We will choose from
the Chairman's Selections
group of wines. If you can't be
there, please contact Phyllis.
New members are welcome.

Possible New Study/Interest Groups
Virginia Stanglein,
Study Group Coordinator

“None of us can know
what we are capable
of until we are tested”
_ Elizabeth Blackwell

Recently several people have approached me to
consider starting new AAUW Interest Groups, in
particular there is interest in golf and yoga/
mindfulness study groups. I want to determine if
there is a core group of women with similar interests. If you would like to discuss these ideas please
contact me by email at snowmarsh2@aol.com or
call me at 610-868-7190.

SAVE THE DATE
FOR THE NEXT ONE READ LEHIGH VALLEY!
TOPIC: Homelessness in the USA and Lehigh Valley
BOOK TO READ: Breakfast at Sally’s by Richard LeMieux
WHEN: November 5, 2016 from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
WHERE: Alumni Hall, North Campus, Northampton Community
College
BETHLEHEM
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TALES FROM THE FAIR
Do you recall the theme of our Branch 85th anniversary party? It was “Looking BackMoving Forward”. This came to mind as we started to work on the 2017 Book Fair.
Looking Back:
Mickey Parlin was the Book Fair chair in 1968 when she received a telephone call
from one of her elderly neighbors asking that she find a particular book of poetry. Mickey
and her crew looked through the books scattered all over the sale site and were amazed to
find the requested book. When Mickey called her neighbor to tell her the book was located
she was a bit surprised that the neighbor then asked her to deliver the book. Mickey delivered the book to her neighbor’s home and informed her the price of the book was 25 cents,
the neighbor said “But I thought your books were cheap!”. Recovering quickly, Mickey
replied that was the price including delivery – and made the sale.
“Some
Patience Haruta was Book Fair chair for 7 years in the late 1980s and into the ‘90s
when I first participated. She was a very tiny woman with a very long braid and a very
Leaders are
definite idea about how to run the Book Fair. As I recall she rarely discarded a book. Leftborn women”
overs from a sale were hauled to her basement and she spent months climbing over the
piles of books sorting them for the next sale.
_
Our books are becoming popular as wedding reception centerpieces (who knew?).
Geraldine
The father of one bride (a former Freedom High School volunteer who has now completed
her doctorate in English literature) came to the pool building last April with a list of clasFerraro
sics and current fiction he needed to find for his daughter’s wedding in May. The mother
of another bride shopped our 2016 sale for children’s books that they too were using as
center pieces. Maybe we should start advertising at bridal fairs!
Moving Forward:
Planning has begun for our 55th Annual Book Fair April 20-24, 2017. Volunteers
are always needed and most welcome. If you haven’t served on the Book Fair committee
previously but would like to be involved as a section chair, daily captain, set-up and/or
clean-up chair, sorter, etc. please contact Rita or Debbie. You will have a blast!
Looking forward to working (and having fun) with all of you,
Debbie Spinney, Book Fair co-chair
Rita Bergstrom, Book Fair co-chair
P.S. If you have more “Tales from the Fair” please share them with us!
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AAUW has been empowering women as
individuals and as a community since
1881. For more than 130 years, we have
worked together as a national grassroots
organization to improve the lives of millions of women and their families. IF
YOU ARE ON FACEBOOK,
“like” and “follow” our branch page. Then, share,
share, share! Get the word out to your friends
about all the great things AAUW does!

We’re on the Web
www.aauw-bethlehem.org

Submissions to the Bethlehem Bylines Brief may be made to Shelley Speirs by email at:
ssabelay@rcn.com.
Deadline for submissions is the 15th of each month for the following month’s issue.
When submitting by email please use the subject line “Bethlehem Bylines Brief”.
Photos may also be submitted with articles and announcements. Please provide a .jpg file.
Articles and Announcements will be edited for any space restrictions.
MEMBERSHIP: The Membership co-vice presidents are planning an evening Welcome Event for the branch’s new members in
late September or early October. We would also like to include any prospective members who might like to hear more about our
branch and meet some of our members. If you know anyone who might be interested in learning more about our branch, please
contact Claire Ressler or Anne Hammersmith so we can invite them. Thank you!

JULY CROSSWORD PUZZLE DEFINITIONS
Action: A public showing of an organization’s power, such as a march, a lobby visits in the state capitol, an accountability session with elected officials, or a press briefing.
Advocacy: The act of pleading or arguing in favor of something, such as a cause, idea, or policy; active support.
Canvassing: Going door to door to talk to voters. Canvassing is the most effective form of contacting voters because it
is the most personal form.
Debrief: A conversation after an event or action that reviews what
worked and what didn’t work as a way of ensuring future events or actions are even better.
Grassroots: Movements or actions that are described as grassroots are
ones that originate in a local community and are led by volunteers.
Grassroots actions are often described as “coming from the bottom up.”
Lobby day: A day at the state capitol for members to visit elected officials to discuss your chosen policy issue.
Mobilizing: The essential process of moving people to action.
Rally: A gathering of a large group of people in favor of your issue
(can include a march or press conference with a series of speakers).
Cloture: A cloture petition is voted on by the Senate to end a filibuster (see below), proceed to the bill, or allow
amendments only relevant to the bill. A three-fifths majority or 60 votes are needed to attain cloture.
Filibuster: When one or several senators refuse to allow a bill to go forward, they are using the filibuster as a tactic to
delay or defeat legislation. A filibuster can be ended through compromise or by invoking cloture.
Omnibus bill: If Congress fails to pass appropriations bills by October 1 and there is pressure to adjourn, several major spending bills may be grouped into one large bill, referred to as an omnibus bill.

