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April is a busy month for
AAUW members. Book Fair
volunteers have been industriously sorting and pricing books
for our annual fundraising event,
which runs this year from April
20th to noon on April 24th. Then
it will be All Hands on Deck to
break down shelves and put the
pool building to rights. If you
haven’t yet volunteered for a job
at this year’s book fair , we can
really use your help, and that of
any able-bodied man you can
bring along, on Monday, April
24th at 1:00 pm. No experience
necessary!

Vice-president, Anne Hammersmith, who are completing their
elected terms. Unless we have a
contested election after the Bylines Brief goes to press, they
will be replaced by Linda Robbins and Lynn Bittner, respectively. I am looking forward to
working with both Linda and
Lynn during our 2017-2018
branch year and thank them for
accepting these important Executive Board positions.
In recent years, April has also
become the month when we unfortunately face a vacant position
for president-elect, and, consequently, a vacancy for president
for the subsequent term. When
the Nominating Committee proposed the position of presidentelect in December, 2010, and the
Board approved the recommendation in June, 2011, it seemed
the perfect answer to the hesitation of branch members to share
this essential leadership role.

have the opportunity to work
with the state and national organizations. Most of all, she
would team with the president to
plan and execute branch business. Then, in the following
year, she would serve as president, with her own presidentelect teammate to assist. It appears that even this proposal
wasn’t sufficiently attractive to
insure the success of the Nominating Committee to fill the
president-elect position these
past three years, despite exhaustive searches.
If we are to continue the activities of AAUW on the local level,
branch members need to take
responsibility to find a member
to be president-elect. If our organization is to survive and serve
our members and the community, we need leadership. Is it
time for you to step forward?

April is also the month when we
elect new officers. My very spe- The president-elect would have a
cial thanks go to Finance Officer year to “shadow” the president
Beth Corroda and Membership
and learn the ropes. She would

Cathy Kotanchik
President

Membership News
Please welcome new member Sara George, Vice President for Development at
Community Services for Children. Sara’s interests include civil justice, music,
theologyand books. She is also interested in cross cultural studies, especially
Asia and the Middle East.

In Memoriam:
Longtime member Cathy Barrett has passed at the age of 87. Cathy was a tireless volunteer in her earlier years. Memorials may be considered for Planned Parenthood Keystone,
Trexlertown PA or Turning Point of the Lehigh Valley.
Marie D. Lychak, 84, formerly of Bethlehem, PA, died June 24, 2016, at her home at
Harbor Chase in Jacksonville, FL. Please visit the Tribute at www.quinn-shalz.com.
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Scholarship Dessert Reception
Wednesday, May 10, 7:00 PM
Advent Moravian Church
With Book Fair in full swing thanks to all of our hardworking members, spouses, and community volunteers,
do you ever wonder what becomes of the wonderful young women we meet at the Scholarship Reception? Just
after the New Year began, I received this note from one of the recipients from 2015.
To Members of AAUW Bethlehem,
I hope you are doing well. My name is Helen Hsu (Freedom High School) and I was a
recipient of an AAUW scholarship for the 2015 school year. I would like to take the time
to thank all of you again for supporting me in my academic career and to provide an update on my progress.
I am currently majoring in Applied Economics and Management and planning on concentrating in Environmental Resources and International Trade and Development. Last
summer I shadowed a graduate research facility in Taiwan that explored topics on environmental exposure. I don’t
know for sure what I want to do after graduation but I am hoping to combine my interest in sustainability, business,
and foreign policy. However, I know that goals can change as different opportunities arise. No matter what I end up
doing, I want to make sure that I am making connections with people and learning from their experiences.
I am part of the women’s varsity swimming and diving team and it has definitely made me learn how to manage my
time effectively. As an only child, being on the team makes me feel as though I have twenty eight siblings, and I love
it. Going into college, I anticipated that having a group of teammates and a strict schedule would help my transition
to college. While I did not expect the immediate feeling of support, understanding, and love not only from the team
but from my coaches, I am so glad I have it.
What I love about Cornell is that I have the opportunity to meet students from all over the world. I lived in Holland
International Living Center during my freshmen year and I still live with the friends I met there. While my dorm
friends may not understand my obsession with smelling like chlorine all day, they fully understand when I need to
sleep early and support me during my home meets. I am also the programming director of Cornell Club of Taiwan,
which tries to connect current students with Taiwanese alumni while providing a home away from home environment. For the last two years I volunteered to cook and serve food at Cornell Taiwanese Society’s Taiwanese Night
Market event. Being part of the club and meeting different people have allowed me to gain a better understanding of
who I am.
Cornell has given me the opportunity to explore all different sides of myself. I have definitely grown academically,
athletically, and culturally. I feel extremely lucky to be able to obtain an education at this level while being able to
pursue my passions and interests.
I am very grateful that I have this opportunity and I thank all the members of AAUW for your help in allowing me to
pursue my dreams.
Sincerely,
Helen Hsu
We hope you will agree after reading this note, that our funds, thanks to the dedication of this branch, are
monies well spent. Please mark your calendars and come out to meet the newest award recipients. You will
not be disappointed.
The Scholarship Committee , Submitted by: Frank Bentkowski

Golf and Yoga!--Appeal to Those Interested
We have a possibility of joining with a Bethlehem area women's golf league for weekly, in
season, 18 hole play.
In addition, a local experienced Yoga leader, Tina Thomas, from the Limeport
area, is willing to set up a Yoga group for AAUW at a time and location for those interested.
Please contact Ginny Stanglein, at snowmarsh2@aol.com or 610-217-8827 to indicate
your interest.
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AAUW-Bethlehem
2017 - 2018 Membership Dues Renewal Form
Dues for 2017 - 2018 total is $75. Of this amount, $16 stays with the branch to support programs and activities; $49 (of
which $46 is tax-deductible) goes to National to advance equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research; and $10 goes to AAUW-PA.
Please complete form and mail to Finance Officer, Beth Corroda, who can answer questions about the availability of
partial dues assistance (a member must re-apply annually).
Annual fee for non-member study group participant is $20.
Dues must be paid to the AAUW-Bethlehem, Finance Officer by May 30 for member information to be included
in the 2017-2018 Yearbook.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _
Please Complete and Return 2017 – 2018 Response Form and Dues Payment(s) by May 30, 2017
Make checks payable to AAUW-Bethlehem and mail to Beth Corroda at 2226 Lafayette Avenue, Bethlehem PA 180175018. (telephone 610-844-6288).
NAME: ________________________________________________________________________
First

Last

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________
Number & Street

City

State

Zip & 4 digits

Telephone: Home ________________ Work/Mobile __________________________
Email: ________________________________________________________________
College(s): _____________________________________________________________
Name

Degree

Graduation Year

Equal Pay Day 2017
Submitted by Beth Corroda

On the steps of the rotunda in Harrisburg the AAUW Bethlehem Branch rallied with their sisters in support of Equal Pay
on April 4th. Caucasian women make 22% less than male
counterparts whereas women of color make .$59 on the dollar.

Cathy Kotanchik, Rosemary Baker and Fran
Kennedy meet to discuss
the horrendous facts pertaining to gender pay inequality before going to
meet with their State Representatives on Equal Pay
Day. It took a Caucasian
woman until April 4, 2017
to earn what a comparable
Caucasian male earned in
2016.
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Group Schedules
Paperback II Study Group
The Paperback II Book Group
will meet Tuesday, April 18th7:30pm at Louise Wisser's home
(610-867-8253). Please call her
if you are interested in attending.
Our book for April is The Little
Paris Bookshop, by Nina
George.
You may also contact Joanne
Wagner if you are interested in
joining our Tuesday evening
book group - 610-392-0891
or jmfwagner@live.com
Mystery Paperback
Information, contact Linda
Robertson:
LCRob123@PTD.net.

“None of us can
know what we
are capable of
until we are
tested”
_ Elizabeth

Bacchae Meets at 7:00pm the
second Thursday of the month.
Questions: Contact Phyllis
Wargo.
AAUW Paperback I
Paperback I will meet on Thursday April 20, 7:00 p.m., at the
home of Polly Hinder. We will
be discussing "The Boy Who
Harnessed the Wind" by
Kamkwamba and Mealer. We

will also discuss "Heat and
Light" by Jennifer Haigh since
our March meeting was cancelled. Our May book will be
"Commonwealth" by Ann
Patchett. New members are
welcome. Please call Mardi
Metzger, 610 866-1257.
Out-to-Lunch Bunch
Our April hostess, Polly Hinder, has chosen Stefano’s Restaurant at 2970 Linden Street,
Bethlehem, PA 18017, for our
April 18th luncheon. You can
look at their menu by clicking
on this hyperlink: http://
www.stefanosrest.com/
menus.htm for information.

Diversity: Deeds and
Dialogues
Members of this group come
from the Bethlehem, Easton and
Allentown branches to discuss
issues around race, age, gender
and more.
This group is concerned with
social action as well as social
justice. We meet the 4th
Wednesday, of the month at
7:00pm.
If you have any questions,
please contact Rosemary Baker

Community Lecture & Book
Signing.
Lecture and book signing on
Please join us for lunch at
Saturday, March 18, 1:00 p.m.
Noon by calling Polly at 610- The book is First Ladies and
865-0358 to reserve your place American Women: In Politics
at the table. The reservation
and at Home, by Dr. Jill Humcutoff date will be Friday,
mer. It will take place at the
April 14th.
Lehigh Valley Heritage Museum, 432 W. Walnut St., AllenIf you have any friends who
town. admission is free for
would like to join us, or others members, $8.00 for nonyou would like to add to the
members. Questions: Contact:
mailing list, please let me
Mardi Metzger, 610 866-1257,
know.” -Jeanie Keller Powers mm04@lehigh.edu
JeanieKeller@verizon.net

Blackwell

WHAT MOST PEOPLE DON’T UNDERSTAND ABOUT RACE
(Rescheduled from March 18)
WHO: Dr. Karen Gaffney, Raritan Valley Community
College
WHAT: Presentation on Racism in America
WHEN: June 10, 2017 from 9:30 am - 11:30 am
WHERE: Northampton Community College, Alumni Hall
Presented by the AAUW of Bethlehem and Easton
Join AAUW and community members as we learn about the historical underpinnings of racism
and ways to move forward.
RSVP to Ruth at aauwlehighvalleydiversity@gmail.com
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2017 Book Fair
THIS IS WHY WE DO IT
By the time you read this Book Fair will be well under way with sorting and pricing. We can
still use your help during the sale April 20-24 and with the clean out of the pool building on
April 24 from 1:00 to 4:00 pm.
Maybe with all of the factual information about Book Fair over the last few months we have
forgotten why we do this massive project. Recently the Scholarship Committee received a
note from one of our past scholarship recipients thanking our branch (again) for her award
and providing an update on her collegiate experience. In addition to her academic work, she
has shadowed a graduate research facility in Taiwan, is a member of the varsity swim team
and participates in club activities. A few excerpts from her letter:
“I am currently majoring in Applied Economics and Management and planning on concentrating in Environmental Resource Economics and International Trade and Development. … I don’t know for sure what I want to do after graduation but I am hoping to
combine my interest in sustainability, business, and foreign policy. However, I know
that goals can change as different opportunities arise. No matter what I end up doing, I
want to make sure that I am making connections with people and learning from their
experiences. … I have definitely grown academically, athletically, and culturally. I feel
extremely lucky to be able to obtain an education at this level
while being able to pursue my passions and interests. I
am very grateful that I have this opportunity and I thank you
and the members of AAUW for your help in allowing me to pursue my dreams.”
I think you will agree that this young woman is taking full advantage
of her college years – and we have a small part in her experience.
This is why we do this.
Hoping to see you shopping at Book Fair with friends, family,
neighbors and co-workers,
Debbie Spinney and Rita Bergstrom

DVD Bonanza
We had a lot of DVDs donated
to the book fair, and they included brand new, sealed
DVDs. Some are being sold
on Amazon and eBay. Here is
a picture of the mailings the
day after some eBay auctions
ended.
Submitted by Cynthia Weber

Pictured Right:
Flanking Cathy
Kotanchik are
newly elected
AAUW Officers:
Linda Robbins Finance Officer
and Lynn Bittner Vice President for
Membership.
Cathy gracious
agreed to serve an additional year as President.
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AAUW has been empowering women as
individuals and as a community since
1881. For more than 130 years, we have
worked together as a national grassroots
organization to improve the lives of millions of women and their families. IF
YOU ARE ON FACEBOOK,
“like” and “follow” our branch page. Then, share,
share, share! Get the word out to your friends
about all the great things AAUW does!

We’re on the Web
www.aauw-bethlehem.org

Submissions to the Bethlehem Bylines Brief may be made to Shelley Speirs by email at:
ssabelay@rcn.com.
Deadline for submissions is the 15th of each month for the following month’s issue.
When submitting by email please use the subject line “Bethlehem Bylines Brief”.
Photos may also be submitted with articles and announcements. Please provide a .jpg file.
Articles and Announcements will be edited for any space restrictions.

AAUW BOARD MEETING
Our next board meeting will be May 9th in Room 103 in the PPHAC at Moravian College. This is one day prior to
the Scholarship Reception.
We should also be able to have a tally on the Book Fair fundraising by then. Good luck everyone at the fair. I will
be in York at the PA Convention, but I should see some of you on Monday, April 24 for breakdown and clean up.
Cathy Kotanchik, President AAUW Bethlehem

AAUW of Bethlehem Public Policy Program - No Room for
Hate in the Lehigh Valley
Date:
Time:
Location:
Room:

May 6th
10 am to noon
Moravian Theological Seminary
60 W. Locust St.
Bethlehem, PA 18018
The Saal

This program will examine hate crimes and hate crime prevention
from various perspectives: LGBTQ+, domestic violence, higher
education, race, sex trafficking and religion.
Key representatives from local agencies will engage in conversations with program participants in a round table format.
RSVP Encouraged: AAUWBethlehemPP@gmail.com
Public Policy Co-Chairs: Stacey Zaremba, Shelley Speirs
Subcommittee: Ruth Skoglund, Kate Cohen

