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AAUW Value Statement

By joining AAUW we belong to a
community that breaks through
educational and economic barriers so that all women have a fair
chance.
Mission & Diversity Statement

AAUW advances equity for
women
and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research.
In principle and in practice,
AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. There shall
be no barriers to members to
full participation in this organization on the basis of gender,
race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national orientation, disability, or class.

Mark Your Calendar
October 7 New Members’ Social
October 22 Branch Meeting
AAUW-Bethlehem Website
Bethlehem-pa.aauw.net
FACEBOOK Home:

AAUW Bethlehem PA

Back to School: AAUW to Visit Lincoln Elementary
Come See Communities in Schools in Action

Wednesday
October 22, 2014
12:30 pm—2 pm
The October branch program will
begin with a short tour of the school
led by student ambassadors. A
presentation involving Lincoln
Elementary school students will
follow. Our speaker, Timothy
Mulligan, CEO of Communities in
Schools of the Lehigh Valley, will
discuss the value of ‘community
schools”.
Come for the entire program or
just a portion of it over your lunch
break to see how our branch’s
Giving Back funds were used to
support the community school in our
backyard.
Paperback Mystery Book Group
will provide healthy snacks.
Lincoln Elementary is located off
Stefko Boulevard at 1260 Gresham
St, Bethlehem 18017. Reservations
are not required. If you have
questions or need more information
about the October program contact
Stacey Zaremba at 610-861-1563

or szaremba@moravian.edu.
If you need transportation,
please contact Linda Robertson at
610-865-2087.
Thoughts about our September
Program
Despite rain drops and cool
temperatures, the women of
Bethlehem-AAUW spent a Saturday
afternoon learning what it’s like to
be a woman in business in
Bethlehem. The Chocolate Lab
shared their story of how a small
shop on Broad Street grew to open
the current location on Main Street
offering over 90 varieties of
chocolates. We were treated with
milk and dark chocolate Moravian
Star squares compliments of Arlene
Brockel, Owner, and Lindsey, Store
Manager. Lindsey also shared with
us how chocolates are made
including their best selling salted
caramel chocolate. From chocolate
covered pretzels to half-pound
boxes of personally selected
specialty chocolates, no one left
empty handed.
At Hand Cut Crystals, Joanne
Smieda engaged us with her story
Continued on page 3
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Bacchae
Phyllis Wargo (610-797-9158)
This year we will focus on studying
wines from a different vineyard
each month. We'll taste three
different wines from one vineyard
and the choice of vineyard will be
decided by the hostesses. On
October 9 we will meet at 7pm at
Phyllis's house with Linda Robbins
as co-hostess. Let Phyllis know if
you cannot attend. New members
are welcome.
The Out to Lunch Bunch
Bernie Gardiner (610-861-2925)
Call Polly (610-865-0358) by
October 17 with your reservation
for lunch at Benner Street
Restaurant on October 21. All
AAUW members are welcomed.
Diversity, Deeds and Dialogue
This inter-branch study group is
reading Far From the Tree: Parents,

Children and the Search for
Identity by Andrew Solomon, which

explores many unusual varieties of
human experience. On October 1
we will meet at Norma Ferguson’s
to discuss chapter 10. Information:
call Rosemary Baker at 610-2581995 or rosemaryb@enter.net.
AAUW Bridge
On October 16, we will meet at
Kirkland Village’s Marketplace
11:30 am for lunch, followed by
bridge in the Sun Room. The bridge
group meets the third Thursday of
month, October-May, excluding
December. Looking for new
players. Please join us as a regular
or a sub! Contact Shirley Daluisio,
610-866-7919, before the bridge
date to reserve a seat.
Association Website
www.aauw.org
AAUW-PA Website
www.aauwpa.org

President’s Pen
I think I can safely say that we all care
passionately about education. After all, we have
invested time, money and energy, often at great
sacrifice, to obtain college educations for
ourselves. We also give back to our community
by raising money each year to provide
scholarships for women and girls in order to help
them with the expenses of attending college.
We work with younger school children through
our Let’s Read Math program, STEM initiatives, and other activities for the
school-age population.
It is also safe to say that the field of education in the U.S. today faces
enormous challenges. There are huge disparities between wealthy and poor
school districts. There are also huge differences in curriculum offerings and
enrichment activities among the various school districts. The fight about the
value of increased testing rages on. Teachers often find themselves under
attack, both literally and figuratively, for what they can and cannot
accomplish. Girls still fall behind their male counterparts in science and math.
We can and must find solutions for these and other, related problems if
future generations are to flourish.
In line with our goal of ‘leveling the playing field’ for girls and women,
AAUW is wading into the issue of educational inequality this year. The
AAUW-PA Eastern District meeting scheduled for October 18, 2014 will focus
on the timely and important subject of education funding in Pennsylvania.
We may not realize it but Pennsylvania’s education funding system is among
the worst in the country. It is one of three states that creates budgets without
using a statewide funding formula. Funds are allocated using to a system of
“grandfathering,’ a concept which allows school districts to receive money
based on what they received in the past. The General Assembly gives each
district what it received the year before, plus any adjustments or inflationary
increases that are negotiated into the education budget. This system fails to
react to a district’s change in enrollment, demographics or level of need. By
contrast, a significant number of other states have moved to a more studentfocused formula in which school districts receive a flat amount for each
student, with additional money available for students with greater needs.
Recently, Pennsylvania’s Basic Education Funding Commission held a
hearing in Allentown to consider changes to the current system. Innovative
ideas were introduced. In addition to the per-student funding model, one
speaker suggested offering districts the flexibility to pursue their own ideas
for improvement, creation of a data bank to study the relationship between
spending and performance, offering teachers extra pay for taking on larger
class sizes, and other thoughtful and thought-provoking ideas. Anyone who is
interested in this important topic should consider attending the District
Meeting on October 18; contact me for more information.
Ruth Skoglund
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Report on the September Tour of Women-Owned Businesses
Continued from Page One
of her start in the health foods business, her first love, to the purchase of
Hand Cut Crystals when her mother chose to retire from ownership. Joanne
discussed how she has diversified her collection to include more than Swarovski
crystals. She now carries Wind & Fire eco-friendly jewelry made in the USA,
LizTech handcrafted jewelry made by women in East Stroudsburg, and a
myriad of glass decorative items and ornaments. This was not known by most of
the attendees who were pleasantly surprised and overheard stating they would
be back while several made purchases on the spot!
Umbrellas in hand, AAUW members then made their way to McCarthy’s Tea
Room where we were welcomed to a beautiful display of chocolate treacle
toffee bars, biscuits, and cookies coupled with the warmth of tea sipped from
elegant china cups. Guests heard speaker Lynn Collins Cunningham -VP Lehigh
Valley Chamber – Bethlehem, share anecdotal stories of women in business in
Bethlehem and the remarkable stories of four women business leaders in the
Lehigh Valley. Lynn knows Bethlehem lore and was a fascinating storyteller as
she elicited questions and comments from attendees.

Paperback I

Margie Lynch (610-417-2183,
mlynch06007@gmail.com )We meet
the third Thursday at 7:30 pm. On
October 16, we will meet at the
home of Norma Ferguson. Our book
is Tracey Chevalier’s The Last
Runaway. We welcome new
members.

Paperback II

Debbie Spinney (610-865-4843) On
October 21 at Deb’s house, Sandy
Rice will review two memoirs by
Kate Braestrup, Here If You Need
Me and Marriage and Other Acts of
Charity. Read one or both books.

Paperback III

Yvonne Payne (610-867-6575) We
will meet October 1 at 1:00 pm at
Diane Schellenberg’s where
Barbara Myers will lead a
discussion of The Invention of
Wings by Sue Monk Kidd. We
welcome new members.

Mystery Paperback

Linda Robertson ( 610-865-2087 )
On October 28 our book is The Bone
is Pointed by Arthur Upfield. Linda
Robbins is the host and Cathy
Kotanchik will lead discussion.
“Thanks for a great first meeting of
the new AAUW year. It was
wonderful to visit women-run
businesses in downtown
Bethlehem. And "Tea" was
delightful. I enjoyed listening to
the info about the gals who were
and are involved with businesses
in our community. Great day!!” –
Fran Bentkowski – AAUW-Bethlehem
Photos by Bernie Gardiner

AAUW Help Line
800-326-2289
Connect@aauw.org
10 am to 5 pm
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Members in the News
In September, Jim Disario, Book
Fair volunteer, scored a hole-inone at Willowbrook Golf Course.
New Contact Information
Rebecca Lovingood has a change
of address: 404 Cheswick Place,
Apt. 234, Rosemont, PA 19010-1251
Phone: 610-527-1270.
Mary Dawson is no longer using
her landline so please contact her
by cel phone at 484-894-8495 and
mark your directory accordingly.
Cathy Leiber’s email in yearbook
needs to be changed to
cathyleiber@gmail.com

Public Policy
Berniece Gardiner
According to Lisa Maatz, Vice President of Government Relations for
AAUW, on September 10, 2014, on for the first time ever, 73 senators from
both parties voted to have a debate on the Paycheck Fairness Act. Several
days later however, nearly 20 senators blocked the bill from moving out of
the debate phase and onto a final vote.
Make a difference…one click could make a difference with respect to the
Paycheck Fairness Act. Let your senators know what you expect from them!
Contact them through AAUW's Two Minute Activist tool and share action
alerts with everyone. everywhere! Share AAUW's Facebook post and share
the news on Twitter. There are samples on the AAUW site that you can send
just as they are, already scripted, or you can create your own messages and
letters. You only have to enter your zip code and that will take you right to
your senators and representatives. Just one click and your message will go
directly to them.
This bill is important for women who continue to lag behind their male
counterparts. Not only women but also children are depending on it.

Bethlehem Branch Yearbooks
2014-2015

The new Bethlehem Yearbooks
have been mailed and handdistributed. Please notify Editor
Shirley Daluisio(610-866-7919,
email budshirl@hotmail.com) if
there are any errors or changes in
personal information for
subsequent editions.
Pass Around Book Group
Pass Around Book Group reads best
sellers. Our next rotation starts
November 1. A current best seller
is delivered to your door. There are
no meetings. Call Marge Gotshall to
join (610-866-7746).

Randi Blauth and I attended a
program on Pennsylvania charter
schools, sponsored by the NAACP,
Bethlehem; Esther Lee, president,
presided. Rep. Steve Samuelson
introduced the speaker
Representative Joseph Roebuck (D)
chair of the Education Committee.
Rep. Roebuck has a Bill, #934,
addressing some of the problems with
From left: Roebuck, Blauth and
charter schools. He thinks Bill #934 could
Samuelson
save Pennsylvania up to $300 million
annually while closing some of the gaps and address some of the concerns
with regard to charter schools. Roebuck believes citizens need to understand
more fully the "good and bad" of charter schools. They not only are costly
but they operate under a different set of rules, in some
cases, from traditional public schools. The money spent could be spent
on schools with needy, underprivileged students and provide more equitable
and better educational opportunities across the entire population.
Roebuck stressed that taxpayers fund the charter schools; they are part of
the public school system even though they are run by businesses, for the most
part, and are not subject to the same mandates as traditional public schools.
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Reflections on the NCCWSL June 2014
Attending the woman’s leadership conference this
past June was such an extraordinary experience. I
learned much about being a leader and the
importance of knowing one’s power as a woman,
letting one’s voice be heard, and equipping oneself
with skills on campus and in everyday life.
This three day conference supported my knowledge
as to what I know about being a leader prior to
attending this conference. My biggest experience
was attending a series of leadership workshops such
as “getting noticed for all the right reasons,” lead
Diedra attended the
and be led: the benefits of both sides of mentorship,”
National Conference for public speaking: finding your voice and presenting
College Women student with power,” along with “authentically you: the
Leaders at the Univerintersection of identity and its influence on leadership
sity of Maryland.
of speakers.
These workshops definitely awakened improvement on
leadership for the greater of my own benefit. Throughout the few days, there
were plenty of opportunities to network with fellow women leaders. I met
many interesting participants with whom I am in communication to this day.
This life-changing conference is excellent to build leadership skills, increase
growth and awareness of oneself, in addition to utilizing college
opportunities. Thank you (AAUW-Bethlehem) very much for your support.
Attending this conference was truly a blessing.
Diedra Lamont
AAUW-Bethlehem Grant Recipient

New AAUW-Bethlehem
Membership Brochures
"Don't judge each day by the
harvest you reap, but by the
seeds that you plant." Robert
Louis Stevenson
We should consider our beautiful
new Membership Brochures as
seed packets and hand them out to
anyone who might be interested in
AAUW. Women join AAUW for a
variety of reasons: some just want
to belong to an interesting study
group; some want to find a
volunteer opportunity with likeminded women: and some want to
join their voices to other women's
voices to promote women's
issues. There's room for all
interests in our Branch.
Spread the word. Plant those
seeds!
Brochures can be picked up at our
meetings.
Catherine F. Kotanchik, President
Elect
Check Out the Nametags

Author Kate Moretti (I Thought I Knew You and Binds That Tie) visited with
Paperback II at their September meeting.

All Bethlehem Branch Board
members will be wearing special
name tags at Branch Activities. We
would like to thank Sue Pettit for
graciously giving of her time to
produce the name labels.
If you’ve been meaning to contact
someone regarding an aspect of
AAUW and our activities, you will
now easily identify the appropriate
person. And if you know someone
who is interested in becoming a
member, please invite her to one
of our programs and introduce her
to one of our board members.
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Our Condolences
To member Randi Blauth and her
husband David on the death of his
father Charles Blauth at age 86 on
September 24.
To member Brenda Tomlinson on
the death of her mother-in-law in
September.
To Moravian College graduate
(2014) and former member of the
Moravian College Student Affiliates
group Tom Lazaro. Tom was in a
serious automobile accident August
23. He was severely injured and
his brother Albert Lazaro, age 25
(Moravian 2010) died. Our thoughts
are with Tom, at this difficult time.

Bits ‘N Pieces
- Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsburg told Elle Magazine that
President Obama currently could
not appoint anyone she’d like to
see on the court and that she
doesn’t plan to retire until she can
no longer do the job full steam.
- The Senate departed without
confirming nominees to agencies,
ambassador positions, and
judgeships. The nominees are
unlikely to receive votes in a lameduck session.
- The 20th Anniversary of the
Violence Against Women Act
(VAWA) was celebrated in
September. We have Sen. Orrin
Hatch and then-Sen. Joe Biden to
thank for this groundbreaking
bipartisan legislation, which
expands protections for women
across the country. On the heels of
VAWA’s anniversary, the White
House announced the “It’s On Us”
campaign against campus sexual
violence. AAUW is a proud official
partner of this effort.

Did You Know….







The correct term for a legal alien is lawful permanent resident.
A lawful permanent resident is someone who has a green card.
A green card authorizes one to live and work in the United States.
After four years and nine months a green card holder may apply for
citizenship.
Immediate family members of a U.S. citizen may apply for green cards.
His employer may sponsor an immigrant who has found work in the U.S.
for a green card.

AND…
You must be a lawful permanent resident for five years BEFORE you may
receive the following services:
 Healthcare from the Affordable Healthcare Act
 Medicaid
 TANF (temporary assistance for needy families)
 General assistance
 Food stamps for adults. Children are eligible the day they become
lawful permanent residents.
To continue to be eligible for TANF and general assistance, a lawful
permanent resident must apply for citizenship within six months of beginning
these services.
SO…these are the facts. Let’s inform and educate.

Randi Blauth
Diversity Chair
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Get Out the Vote Project 2014
Midterm Elections DO Make a Difference in Government

Addresses For Elected
Officials
Senator Robert P. Casey, Jr.: 393
Russell Senate Office Building,
Washington DC 20510 (202-2246324) or 840 Hamilton ST, ste 301
Allentown, PA 18101 (610-7829470)
Senator Patrick J. Toomey:248
Russell Senate Office Building,
Washington, DC 20510 ( 202-2244254) or1150 South Cedar Crest
Blvd, Allentown, PA 18103 (610-434
-1444)
Rep. Charles W. Dent: 2455
Rayburn House Office Bldg.,
Washington, DC 20515 (202-2256411) or 3900 Hamilton Blvd., Ste.
207, Allentown PA 18103 (610-7703490)

The 2014 Get Out the Vote Project is a cooperative project of the
AAUW Branches of the Lehigh Valley representatives and the League of
Women Voters. On September 9, Olga Conneen (Right) worked the tables
at Lehigh University. Contact Randi at 610-974-9711to get involved in
with this important election-year project. Your volunteer time—at any level
will make a difference!

AAUW Calendars for 2015
Includes Book Fair Dates for Collections and Sale
Marge Gotshall has the 2015 AAUW spiral-bound calendars for
$6 each. They have a handy “notes” section as well as the dates of
collections and sales for our Book Fair.
This fundraiser benefits our scholarship program. To order, please
call Marge at 610-866-7746 or see her at the next meeting.

State Legislators
Sen. Lisa M. Boscola: 458 Capitol
Building, Senate Box 203018,
Harrisburg, PA 17120-3018 (717787-4236) or 1 E. Broad ST, Ste 120,
Bethlehem, PA 18018 (610-8688667)
Rep. Robert L. Freeman: 207 Irvis
Office Building, Box 202136,
Harrisburg PA 17120-2136 (717-783
-3815) or 215 Northampton ST,
Easton, PA 18042 (610-253-5543)
Rep. Steve Samuelson: 34 East
Wing, Box 202135, Harrisburg PA
17120-2135 (717-705-1881) or
104 E Broad ST, Bethlehem PA
18018 (610-867-3890)
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Officers
President Ruth Skoglund
610-509-9263
rskoglund@rcn.com
Past President Randi Blauth
610-974-9711 read4joy@ptd.net
VPs/Programs
Shelley Speirs 570-350-4516
ssabelay@rcn.com
Stacey Zaremba 610-346-8321
szaremba@moravian.edu
VPs/Membership
Brenda Tomlinson 610-868-8724
batlht@ptd.net
Dorothy Viglione 484-350-3198
mvddv@rcn.com

AAUW Bethlehem Branch Coffee and Dessert Social
for New and Prospective Members
Tuesday October 7, 2014, 7:00 to 9:00 PM
Home of Brenda Tomlinson, 1944 Ravenwood Drive, Bethlehem 18108
If you are a new member or know anyone who is interested in joining the
Bethlehem Branch of AAUW, this is a good opportunity to learn about our
programs and meet the Board and other members. Come if you are a new
member or if you are already a member, come and bring a guest who is
interested in joining.
Hope you can make it!
RSVP by September 30, 2014 to
Brenda Tomlinson 610-868-8724 batlht@ptd.net
Dorothy Viglione 484-350-3198 mvddv@rcn.com

Secretary/Bylaws Jo Ann Kelly
610-867-7322
johnkelly0123@verizon.net
Finance Officer Beth Corroda
610-866-0844
bcorroda@yahoo.com
Committee Chairs
Historian Joan Jones
610-867-0151
Nominating Joan Jones
610-867-0151
Study Groups Virginia Stanglein
610-868-7190
snowmarsh2@aol.com
AAUW-PA President
Dot McLane
aauwpapresident@gmail.com

AAUW-Bethlehem
Members Monitored
the September 9
Meeting of the PA
Basic Education
Funding Commission
AAUW-Bethlehem Public Policy Co-chair Randi Blauth and AAUW-PA
Public Policy Co-hairs Toni Hoffman (AAUW-Easton) and Susan McNamara
(AAUW-Bethlehem) monitored the discussions at the meeting at Parkland
School District Administrative Building. Senator Pat Browne leads this panel.
Education advocates throughout PA are watching the commission closely to
see if members will deal with the full set of issues surrounding public school
funding, including whether every child has an opportunity to learn/adequate
access to a complete education.

Page 9

DISTRICT EAST MEETING
OCTOBER 18, 2014, 10 AM – 2 PM

TOPIC: Is Public Education Fairly Funded??
Location: UWCHLAN Meeting House
5 North Village AVE, Lionville PA 1935
Join AAUW members for a panel discussion about Public Education Funding
Standards—does your district get its fair share? Our discussion will be led by
Ms. Susan Gobreski of Education Voters PA and Mr. Ian Gavigan from
Education Law Office of Philadelphia. Education funding is a hot topic this
year in the governor’s race and we should have a very interesting discussion.
AAUW-West Chester is our host.
We are looking forward to meeting all of you at the District East Meeting
as AAUW is looking at issues in education with this meeting and the Committee
on Education meeting November 8 in State College.

LUNCH ORDER $14.00:
Choose One: (May be ordered without cheese)
Tuna Salad and Cheddar Cheese in soft wrap
Veggies and Cheddar Cheese in soft wrap
Turkey and Muenster Cheese on a soft pretzel roll
Ham and Swiss Cheese on a soft pretzel roll
Veggies and Portabello Mushroom in soft wrap (vegan)
Choose One: Almond Pesto Tortellini Salad or Fresh Fruit Salad
Lettuce and tomato on sandwiches, potato chips, pickle and cookie
Deadline to register - Sunday, October 12th
Lunch Selection: ___________________________________________
Name: ____________________________________________________
Email: _____________________________ Phone: _________________
Branch: ___________________________________________________
Make out check to: AAUW West Chester Branch ($14.00)

Mail to: Ann Anderjo, 908 Pine Valley Circle, West Chester, PA
19382-5299.

Committee Chairs
Book Fair Co-Chairs
Linda Robbins 610-264-4416
Lrob164832@aol.com
Linda Zimmerman 610-866-7319
T2LZIMMERMAN@ptd.net
College/University Relations
Susan McNamara 610-861-8066
smc8066@yahoo.com
Communications
Linda Robertson 610-865-2087
linda.c.robertson@gmail.com
Cathy Kotanchik 610-317-4467
ckotanchik07@gmail.com
Diversity
Randi Blauth 610-974-9711
read4joy@ptd.net
Public Policy/Educational
Foundation Bernice Gardiner
610-861-2925
bnkgardiner@rcn.com
Randi Blauth
610-974-9711 read4joy@ptd.net
Information Technology
Cynthia Weber 610-837-9615
cynthia@acweber.net
Scholarships
Fran Bentkowski 610-866-7462
fbentkowski@verizon.net
Yearbook
Shirley Daluisio 610-866-7919
budshirl@hotmail.com
Calendar Sales Margery Gotshall
610-866-7746
geeg@mymailstation.com
AAUW-Student Affiliates at
Moravian College

Facebook: AAUW Student Affiliates
at Moravian College
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Election Day is Coming
Remind your friends and family
that state voter registration
deadlines are coming soon! To
avoid problems at the polls,
everyone – especially people who
have recently moved or changed
their name (e.g. recently married
or divorced) – should go online to
our coalition partner canivote.org
to check their voter registration as
early as possible before Election
Day on November 4. Updating
voter information is easy too, just
check out the AAUW Action Fund
online voter registration tool.
New Tax Regulations Target
Companies that Move
Overseas
The Obama administration
announced new rules that aim to
discourage companies from moving
overseas to avoid paying taxes in
the United States. The regulations,
which took effect immediately,
make it harder for U.S. companies
to bring money earned overseas
back to the United States without
paying taxes. Treasury Secretary
Jack Lew also reiterated his ask for
Congress to pass stronger reform.
United Nations Women
Goodwill Ambassador Emma
Watson gave a speech at the
United Nations Headquarters that
challenged men and boys to
become advocates for gender
equality. “We want to end gender
inequality – and to do that we
need everyone to be involved,”
Watson said. She also said we must
stop equating feminism with manhating because feminism is the
“belief that men and women should
have equal rights and
opportunities.”

Let’s Read Math Needs YOU!
Our Let’s Read Math (LRM) program is about to begin our 7th year and we
are looking for a few good women. Don’t let the word MATH scare you. You
do not need a math or teaching background to be a part of this group.
LRM is a community outreach program open to any member who enjoys
working with elementary aged children. We combine a piece of children’s
literature with an interactive math concept for children in 2nd, 3rd, or 4th
grades. The programs are presented in both the Bethlehem and Allentown
school districts. Our members along with members from the AAUW-Allentown
work in teams (usually five to seven members) to present the stories in a
classroom.
Our members who are elementary education specialists have prepared
lesson plans for us to follow, and each person can do as much or as little as
her comfort level allows! Each lesson is approximately an hour in length and
we usually do two or three classes in one day. And the best part…often we
can go out for lunch between the sessions! And you can join us as your
schedule allows. You do not even have to stay for the entire day. There is no
long term commitment. We know how busy the women of AAUW are!!
Our “school year” usually runs from mid-October through February, but
not every week. So please think about joining us. We would love to add you
to our merry band of volunteers.
For more information or to be added to our email list please contact Fran
Bentkowski at fbentkowski@verizon.net or give me a call at 610-866-7462.

Book Fair 2015 Update
Have you thought about the Book Fair lately? The Lindas have, and we’re
hoping that we’re all on the same page looking forward to another successful
sale. We know it’s a group effort, so how do you plan to participate this
year? One member has already stepped up and has volunteered to take
over the important job of Book Fair Treasurer. Thank you Olga Conneen! We
also have a new Section Chair, Sandy Rice. Thanks, Sandy!
We are very focused on finding our replacements as Co-chairs since this
will be our last Book Fair in that capacity. We’ll still be around, of course.
You won’t be able to get rid of us that easily, but our branch and our Book
Fair need you. If you may be interested in this challenging but fun and
worthwhile and rewarding job, just let us know. This would be the perfect time
for you to shadow us and to learn on the job. There can be two or more Cochairs- go ahead and think outside the box. How can the job be made
manageable in your mind? Then pick up the phone and give us a call. You’ll
be glad you did (and so will we)!
Linda Robbins
Linda Zimmerman
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STEM in the Valley
On Friday, September 5, 2014, AAUW-Bethlehem branch member and
Moravian Math professor, Trisha Moller, attended a panel discussion entitled,
Women in Science. The event was hosted by Cedar Crest College, in
conjunction with the DaVinci Science Center. Its focus was to encourage female
middle-high school students to pursue a career in the sciences.
Panelists included:
 Dr. Jennifer P. Byrne, VP of Engineering & Technology, Aeronautics,
Lockheed Martin Corporation
 Dr. Martha J. Collins, Director of Global Technology Centers, Air
Products
 Andrea Edge, Cedar Crest Alumna, Research Assistant and PhD
candidate at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette
 Dr. Christyl Johnson, Deputy Director for Technology & Research
Investments, NASA Goddard
 Brigadier General Miyako N. Schanely, Deputy Commander of 412th
Theater Engineer Command, US Army
 Dr. Mary Ellen Weber, NASA Astronaut (Former)
The speakers shared STEM career opportunities for women in their
organizations and their personal stories. They highlighted positives and
negatives about their careers, discussed work/life balance, and gave
inspirational advice to all to further the goals of the event, the DaVinci Science
Center has formed Mentor Allentown – a coalition of 30 diverse
organizations. It is one of three groups leading a national movement to change
the way that students are mentored toward careers in science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics (STEM) fields. The coalition will create the local
systems and structures to make it possible to provide high-impact mentoring to
at least 2,000 low-income students, students of minority backgrounds, and girls
in Allentown – thereby tripling the number of students mentored in STEM
subjects currently in Pennsylvania’s third-largest city.
Mentor Allentown’s efforts are funded in part by one of three national
grand prize grants from US2020, an affiliate of the nonprofit organization
Citizen Schools, and part of US2020’s efforts to engage one million
underserved students in STEM mentorship by 2020.
Mentor Allentown will train STEM professionals to provide at least ten
hours of direct and effective contact with students. The extended relationships
between mentors and students, the program’s mentorship training, and the
program’s detailed evaluation practices will ensure its effectiveness and help
create a national model for successful STEM mentorship in cities.”
For more information and to volunteer, please see their website:
http://www.davincisciencecenter.org/experiences/mentor-allentown/
.

Committee Chairs
Book Fair Co-Chairs
Linda Robbins 610-264-4416
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AAUW Scholarships 2014: Report from Fran Bentkowski
As chair of the scholarship committee, I would just like to express my thanks to all members who helped to
make last year’s awards totaling over $40,000 possible. Whether you worked at the Book Fair, donated
books, bought books and encouraged members of the community to also do so, served on the scholarship committee, or helped to make the reception so memorable, your contributions were appreciated. For those of you
who were able to attend the May reception , I am sure you will agree that this was an outstanding group of
young women. We are going to be hearing about the wonderful contributions these women will make to improve our society. AAUW-Bethlehem can be proud that we are helping them to achieve their dreams!
Our recipients are so grateful for our help. Here is one note that epitomizes their feelings:
Dear AAUW-Bethlehem,
Thank you so much for choosing me as a recipient for your college scholarship. I will be attending BU as a Film &
Television major. I plan to use what I learn in school to create films that reveal thoughtful messages about human
rights and equality. I hope to experiment and take risks with my films that help change the stereotypes so often found
in the mainstream media. Before I begin classes this fall, I will be taking part in a community service project that focuses on the issue of Human Rights.
Thanks to your scholarship, I will be able to focus on my studies rather than my financial burden. I hope one day that I
will be able to achieve my goals and help others the way you have helped me. Thank you once again for your financial
support as I begin the next chapter of my life.

