BETHLEHEM BRANCH

BETHLEHEM
BYLINES
Volume 85, Issue 9
June 2015

Awards Ceremony Ends Year with a Flourish

Ruth Skoglund, President
Linda Robertson, Editor
AAUW Value Statement

By joining AAUW we belong to a
community that breaks through
educational and economic barriers so that all women have a fair
chance.
Mission & Diversity Statement

AAUW advances equity for
women
and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research.
In principle and in practice,
AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. There shall
be no barriers to members to
full participation in this organization on the basis of gender,
race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national orientation, disability, or class.

Mark Your Calendar
June 9, Board Dinner
July 11, AAUW-PA Summer Retreat
Website
Bethlehem-pa.aauw.net
FACEBOOK Home:

AAUW Bethlehem PA

AAUW-Bethlehem President Ruth Skoglund (left) presented Ann McManus
with the 2015 Gateway to Equity Award at the May 13 Scholars Reception. 140
AAUW members, high school seniors and their families attended the event at
which Scholarship Committee Chair Fran Bentkowski proved she still had her
“principal’s voice” when faced with an unexpected missing public address system.
Ann was honored for her work with Second Harvest Food Bank, which supplies critical food resources to over 200 member agencies.
Please see pages six and seven for photos and information about the 2015
Scholarship recipients: 29 high school seniors and four women returning to college after an interruption of their high education.
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Bacchae
Phyllis Wargo (610-797-9158)
We study wines from a different
vineyard each month. New
members are welcome.
The Out to Lunch Bunch
Bernie Gardiner (610-861-2925) On
June 17 we dine at Sweet
Indulgences. Let Bernie know of
your attendance by June 15. All
are welcome.
Diversity, Deeds and Dialogue
This inter-branch study group
meets through the summer. July 29
Ruth hosts a continuing discussion
of Injustices by Ian Milhiser. Hosts:
August 26 (Froy) and September 30
(Norma). We will also read The New
Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander
and A Path Appears Transforming
Lives, Creating Opportunity by
Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl
WuDunn. Information: Rosemary at
610-258-1995 or
rosemaryb@enter.net.
AAUW Bridge
We resume play October 15 at
Kirkland Village. Lunch at 11:30 am
in the Marketplace Café, followed
by bridge in the sunroom. Contact
Shirley, 610-866-7919, before the
bridge date to reserve a seat.
The Current Best Sellers PassAround Group Starts New
Rotation
Marge Gotshall announces a new
rotation starting in June. We do not
meet; we pass books along. Please
call her at 610-866-7746 to tell her
your title. This year we picked the
Pulitzer prize winner—All the
Light We Do Not See—before the
Pulitzer Committee! New members
welcome.

President’s Pen
Parting Words
Another successful year draws to a close for
our Bethlehem branch of AAUW, and as it
does, so does my tenure as president. It has
been a very rewarding year for me,
interesting, challenging, and meaningful.
Occasionally even fun! I have learned a lot
in the process and have found resources
inside myself that I didn’t know I possessed.
In addition, I have come to know many of our
wonderful members better and have
appreciated the hard work, loyalty and
dedication which so many of you display.
Thank you one and all for working with me
this year. I am confident that our branch will
be in excellent hands when Cathy Kotanchik begins her term as president.
As Cathy takes the reins, we are still very much in need of a few members
to step forward and take on leadership positions. The offices of Book Fair co
-chair, Bylines Editor, and President-Elect remain unfilled. If our branch is to
thrive in the future as it has in the past, we need people to take on these
crucial positions. Please consider stepping forward, either by yourself or with
a friend! There will be many people to help and support you, and you will
find that unexpected benefits come with holding office.
Long before Sheryl Sandberg wrote about “leaning in,” Eleanor Roosevelt
stated, “We must do that which we think we cannot.” AAUW seeks to
empower women and girls, and that begins with ourselves! Thanks for all
you do for AAUW.
Ruth Skoglund

Public Policy: Why Public Policy in AAUW?
If we women don't advocate for issues that directly affect our lives then
who will? Who else can speak from first-hand experience about the struggles
and issues that face us? Who else can do it better? Revisit our mission and
diversity statement and our purpose. You can find these in front of any
yearbook. You can get involved on any level from joining Two-Minute
Activist at aauw.org, registering new voters, writing letters to the editor (for
which there are samples), or even lobbying your representatives (with help).
There is strength in numbers. Let us take up our pens, raise our voices, tweet
and post. If not now, when?
Randi L. Blauth
Co-Chair, Public Policy
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An Appreciation of President Ruth Skoglund
With a steady hand on the reins and diligent attention to the needs of our
Branch, Ruth Skoglund has filled her term as Branch President with grace and
efficiency. She worked behind the scene of each of this year’s diverse
programs to ensure that AAUW-Bethlehem would continue to present to the
community a united front in support of our mission to empower women and girls
through advocacy, education, philanthropy and research. She wrote letters to
the editor to publicize such AAUW National initiatives as Pay Equity, as well as
to thank the many members of our Branch and of the local Community who
made this year’s Used Book Fair the most successful ever.
Under Ruth’s capable direction our Branch has welcomed new members and
encouraged them to become involved in the ongoing effort to keep our Branch
activities inclusive and relevant. As our current President, she presided at our
85th Anniversary Celebration, ensuring that all Past Presidents were honored
for their considerable contributions, and encouraging us to give ourselves a well
-deserved “pat on the back” for our important role as women advocating for
women in the Bethlehem community.
In addition to being a member of the inter-branch diversity study group,
Ruth has participated in inter-branch meetings of AAUW Presidents to ensure
that the Lehigh Valley Branches work together toward our common mission.
Ruth’s attention to detail will be appreciated by all Lehigh Valley members
when we gather next March at the Inter-Branch Luncheon at the Best Western in
Bethlehem.
As President-Elect, I have worked hand-in-hand with Ruth this year, learning
firsthand the many and varied responsibilities of being Branch President. Ruth
has been the perfect mentor, keeping me “in the loop” as she has guided the
Branch through a year of programs and activities which have brought the
AAUW mission to life. I know I can count on her continued support and guidance
as our Branch moves on to our 86th year of serving women and girls.
Cathy Kotanchik
President-Elect

Newsletter Editor Calls -30In press lingo “30” or “xxx” indicates the end of an article.
The June 2015 issue of Bylines is the one hundred and first I
have edited and it seemed like the right time to stop.
Thanks to everyone who submitted news, especially to those
who wrote polished drafts. Editing for AAUW-Bethlehem is
EASY. Our branch is super-active and always newsworthy.
Linda Robertson

Paperback I

Margie Lynch (610-417-2183,
mlynch06007@gmail.com )We meet
the third Thursday at 7 pm. We
meet May 21 at Anna Bella
Restaurant, Route 512, Bethlehem.
Our discussion will be on In the
Garden of Beasts, by Erik Larsen.
We welcome new members.

Paperback II

Debbie Spinney (610-865-4843) No
meeting in June. New members
welcome.

Paperback III

Yvonne Payne (610-867-6575) In
June, we will have our luncheon
meeting. We welcome new
members.

Mystery Paperback

Linda Robertson ( 610-865-2087 )
Our picnic is June 16 at Mary’s. We
will discuss Seneca Falls
Inheritance and select books for
next season.
Short Term Study Group on

A Path Appears

Linda Robertson (610-865-2087) On
June 1 at 1:30 pm, Linda hosts the
third of four discussions. Read
pages 167-231 (Part Two Reforming
the Art of Helping) .
Association Website
www.aauw.org
AAUW-PA Website
www.aauwpa.org
AAUW Help Line
800-326-2289
Connect@aauw.org
10 am to 5 pm
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“I’VE DONE MY TIME, I’M GOING HOME”
AAUW-PA Summer Retreat
Saturday July 11
10:00am—3:00pm
Country Cupboard Inn,
Lewisburg, PA
All interested members are
welcome. AAUW-PA will pay all
meeting costs for the first two
members of every PA branch;
additional branch members and
other AAUW-PA members will be
charged $20 to cover expenses.
Details forthcoming at http://aauwpa.aauw.net/.
Officers’ Slate Elected
In April, the slate recommended by
our Nominating Committee was
elected. Congratulations to Cathy
Kotanchik, President, Ann
Hammersmith and Claire Ressler,
Membership Vice-Presidents, JoAnn
Kelley, Secretary, Beth Corroda,
Finance Officer, and Stacey
Zaremba and Shelley Speirs,
Programming Vice-Presidents.
Elected to a first term on the
Nominating Committee are Cinda
Jensen, Nancy Disario, and Linda
Robbins. Thank you, all, for your
willingness to serve AAUW.
Branch Member Makes Nepal
Relief Appeal
I was in Nepal for 2 weeks just
days before the earthquake,
visiting the International
Kindergarten supported by the
Nepali Moravian Outreach
Committee. We know that 6
families associated with the school
lost their homes.
There are many organizations
supporting Nepal with relief funds.
Some of you have asked me about
supporting our work, please call
me at 610-844-6150 or email
at myraejones@gmail.com.

Words from a familiar song that most of us are old enough to remember
express some of my feelings after five long years as chair of the Book Fair,
sharing the task with Mary Anne Mitrisin and Linda Zimmerman along the
way. But the GOOD NEWS is the new friendships I have made, the positive
changes made to enhance the sale and increase revenue, and the satisfaction
of knowing that more women and girls will receive scholarships.
This year was especially difficult as we had less volunteers during critical
periods, but the GOOD NEWS is we recruited over a dozen new community
volunteers and they will return next year and may take a leading room in
sections. One-third of the volunteer hours were manned by the community
ladies and half by non-spousal men.
Next year, Debbie Spinney will take over as chair and she needs your
help as she navigates through unknown territory. Keep her in your thoughts
and find time in next year’s schedule to help out.
More GOOD NEWS, our gross sales were $42,678, not including sales
made on-line by Cynthia Weber and Yvonne Payne and other miscellaneous
revenue.
As we pass the torch, there are way too many people to thank for their
support, members, captains, section chair, community volunteers, grocery
stores, City of Bethlehem, recycling center and most of all to my co-chairs.
SOMETIMES IT IS DIFFICULT GOING DOWN THE RIVER OF LIFE
WITHOUT GETTING HUNG UP ON THE DEBRIS.
Linda Robbins
Linda Zimmerman
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AAUW-Bethlehem Member Sook Kim’s Notecards
Featured on SHOPAAUW—National Website

Addresses For Elected
Officials
Senator Robert P. Casey, Jr.: 393
Russell Senate Office Building,
Washington DC 20510 (202-2246324) or 840 Hamilton ST, ste 301
Allentown, PA 18101 (610-7829470)
Senator Patrick J. Toomey:248
Russell Senate Office Building,
Washington, DC 20510 ( 202-2244254) or1150 South Cedar Crest
Blvd, Allentown, PA 18103 (610-434
-1444)

AAUW-Bethlehem member Sook Kim is featured in SHOPAAUW. Her
watercolor Rhododendrons note cards come in packs of ten ($16) and are
perfect for spring-summer correspondence. Visit the website at http://
aauw.source4.com/b2c/ProductInfo.asp?Category=1579&Itm=129060
When her husband Yong Kim was offered a teaching position at Lehigh
University, Sook found the time to take instruction in watercolor painting with
the late Fred Bees. Sook is a member of the Palette Club and frequently
attended their workshops striving for continuous improvement.
She balanced working as a research scientist at Lehigh University (her
background is in physics) with family responsibilities as well as investigating
several artistic areas including printmaking. About 10 years ago while in
South Korea for Yong’s sabbatical, Sook attended the Art Center for the
year, honing her printmaking skills.
Thirty-four of Sook’s watercolors are on public exhibit in the first-floor
corridors of Moravian Village through the end of June.
AAUW contacted Sook and asked if the organization could reproduce the
cards as a fundraiser. Thank you, Sook, for sharing your talent with AAUW.
Proceeds from the sale of the cards support the mission of AAUW.

Rep. Charles W. Dent: 2455
Rayburn House Office Bldg.,
Washington, DC 20515 (202-2256411) or 3900 Hamilton Blvd., Ste.
207, Allentown PA 18103 (610-7703490)
State Legislators
Sen. Lisa M. Boscola: 458 Capitol
Building, Senate Box 203018,
Harrisburg, PA 17120-3018 (717787-4236) or 1 E. Broad ST, Ste 120,
Bethlehem, PA 18018 (610-8688667)
Rep. Robert L. Freeman: 207 Irvis
Office Building, Box 202136,
Harrisburg PA 17120-2136 (717-783
-3815) or 215 Northampton ST,
Easton, PA 18042 (610-253-5543)
Rep. Steve Samuelson: 34 East
Wing, Box 202135, Harrisburg PA
17120-2135 (717-705-1881) or
104 E Broad ST, Bethlehem PA
18018 (610-867-3890)
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AAUW-Bethlehem Scholars May 13, 2015
Officers
President Ruth Skoglund
610-509-9263
rskoglund@rcn.com
Past President Randi Blauth
610-974-9711 read4joy@ptd.net
VPs/Programs
Shelley Speirs 570-350-4516
ssabelay@rcn.com
Stacey Zaremba 610-346-8321
szaremba@moravian.edu
VPs/Membership
Brenda Tomlinson 610-868-8724
batlht@ptd.net
Dorothy Viglione 484-350-3198
mvddv@rcn.com
Secretary/Bylaws Jo Ann Kelly
610-867-7322
johnkelly0123@verizon.net

Bottom Row starting at the left: Helen Hsu (FHS-Senior Women’s Club
Award—Cornell University), Emily Barbella (LHS-Kings College), Emily Ledyard
(LHS-Quinnipiac University) Chelsea DeFrancisco (LHS-DeSales University),
Sienna McNett (LHS-Penn State University) Caitlin Kennedy (LHS-St Joseph’s
University) and Elizabeth Bucchin (LHS-Dickinson College).
Top Row: He Lee (Kelsey) Ko (FHS-Johns Hopkins University), Paula Escott
(LHS-University of Maryland), Emily Kessler (LHS-Moravian College), Allison
Kundrik (LHS-Lehigh University), and Lilla Feher (LHS-Wilkes University).

Finance Officer Beth Corroda
610 844-6288
bcorroda@yahoo.com
Committee Chairs
Historian Joan Jones
610-867-0151
Nominating Joan Jones
610-867-0151
Study Groups Virginia Stanglein
610-868-7190
snowmarsh2@aol.com
AAUW-PA President
Dot McLane
aauwpapresident@gmail.com

Women continuing in college following an interrupted education: Christina
Monroig (left) of NCC and Gabriella Papuc of DeSales University. Missing are
Melissa Kaye (DeSales University) and Jodi Tocci (Cedar Crest).
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AAUW-Bethlehem Scholars May 13, 2015

Committee Chairs
Book Fair Co-Chairs
Linda Robbins 610-264-4416
Lrob164832@aol.com
Linda Zimmerman 610-866-7319
T2LZIMMERMAN@ptd.net
College/University Relations
Susan McNamara 610-861-8066
smc8066@yahoo.com

Communications
Linda Robertson 610-865-2087
Bottom Row: Elaine Fink (FHS-University of Pittsburgh), Shaina Palmer (FHS- linda.c.robertson@gmail.com
Johns Hopkins University), Juliana Hong (LHS-Cornell University), Ashley Martins Cathy Kotanchik 610-317-4467
ckotanchik07@gmail.com
(Saucon Valley-Penn State University), Aria Sivick (Charter Arts-Syracuse
University), Erica Barrett (FHS-University of Pittsburgh), and Marina Fam (FHSDiversity
Johns Hopkins University).
Randi Blauth 610-974-9711
Top Row starting at the left: Alexandra Gaugler (FHS-George Washington read4joy@ptd.net
University), Flannery Johnston (FHS-Chapman University), Lauren Heess (LHSPenn State University), Linnea Harris (LHS-Skidmore College), Natalie Vega
Public Policy/Educational
(Charter Arts-Northwestern University), Alyssa Villani (FHS-University of
Foundation Bernice Gardiner
Pittsburgh), Priyanka Patel (FHS-Rutgers University), and Sabrina Morawej (LHS 610-861-2925
-Lehigh University).
bnkgardiner@rcn.com
Randi Blauth
Missing are Kalyn Lazar (LHS-University of Rhode Island and Marlena
610-974-9711 read4joy@ptd.net
Krcelich (FHS-Syracuse University).

Oh, The Places They’ll Go (and Have Been)!
The list of accomplishments that Fran Bentkowski, Chair of the Scholarship
Committee, pronounced was impressive. The young women chosen to receive
Book Fair and Senior Women’s Club scholarships are community-minded and
talented. A sampling of activities and volunteer commitments includes Kops ‘n
Kids, field hockey, track and basketball, organizing blood drives, soup kitchens,
dance, Lepoco, skiing, volleyball and lacrosse, Relay for Life, javelin and tennis,
majorette, Luminaria Night, teaching religious classes, student council, the
Governor’s schools, class officer, environmental team, mini THON, and theatre
arts. More than a couple of recipients had dual enrollment, meaning they were
taking courses at area colleges in addition to high school courses.
Other members of the Scholarship Committee are Norma Ferguson, Myra
Jones, Jo Ann Kelly, Sandra Utley and Louise Wisser. These AAUW members
attend all interviews and then must make the hard decisions of making awards
to just some of the candidates, all of whom are more than worthy. Thank you
for your service to AAUW-Bethlehem and education.

Information Technology
Cynthia Weber 610-837-9615
cynthia@acweber.net
Scholarships
Fran Bentkowski 610-866-7462
fbentkowski@verizon.net
Yearbook
Shirley Daluisio 610-866-7919
budshirl@hotmail.com
Calendar Sales Margery Gotshall
610-866-7746
geeg@mymailstation.com
AAUW-Student Affiliates at
Moravian College

Facebook: AAUW Student Affiliates
at Moravian College

AAUW
Linda Robertson
1842 Kenmore Avenue
Bethlehem PA 18018-3339
Time Sensitive Material

AAUW-PA April Meeting Featured our own Selena Bennett
On Friday night, members of the AAUW‐PA Student Advisory Council and AAUW‐PA Emerging Leader
Interns provided a student panel discussion AAUW‐related issues on campuses. Selena Bennett is first row, far
left.

