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AAUW Value Statement 
By joining AAUW we belong to a 
community that breaks through 
educational and economic barri-
ers so that all women have a fair 
chance. 

Mission & Diversity Statement 
AAUW advances equity for women 
and girls through advocacy, educa-
tion and research. In principle and 
in practice, AAUW values and seeks 
a diverse membership. There shall 
be no barriers to members to full 
participation in this organization on 
the basis of gender, race, creed, 
age, sexual orientation, national 
orientation, disability, or class.  

Bethlehem AAUW Website 
aauwbethlehempa.org 

Mark Your Calendar 
 

May 5, 4 pm Board Visioning 
meeting at Susan McNamara’s. 
All are invited. 
 

May 12, 7 pm, Scholarship Recep-
tion, Central Moravian Education 
Building 
 

Volume 79, Issue 7 

May/June 2009 

BETHLEHEM 
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BETHLEHEM BRANCH  

Tuesday May 12, 2009 
Education Building 

Central Moravian Church 
7 pm  

         
Come join the annual presenta-

tion of scholarship awards! Meet 
this year’s scholarship recipients 
and their families and friends and 
enjoy hospitality provided by the 
Lunch Bunch study group. 

Chair Fran Bentowski and mem-
bers of the Scholarship Committee 
will present awards to ten graduat-
ing high school seniors and two non-
traditional students who are con-
tinuing their interrupted education. 
The awards are funded by pro-
ceeds from the AAUW Book Fair 
and The Bethlehem Senior Women’s 
Club Fund, held at the Lehigh  Val-
ley Community Foundation and ad-
ministered by the branch. Branch 
member Marilyn Merry will present 
the second Merry Scholarship 
Award, funded by a series of Inter-
national dinners sponsored by our 
branch in 2006-2007.  

Karen Donald and Nancy 
Disario, co-chairs will announce the 
total money raised by this year’s 
Bethlehem Branch AAUW Book 
Fair, our forty-seventh sale.  

Linda Robertson, will briefly ad-
dress the scholarship recipients on 

what to expect - or not - as they 
start a new leg of their life jour-
neys.  

We will also celebrate Cinda 
Jensen as the recipient of this 
year’s Branch Outstanding Woman 
award and Fran Bentkowski as our 
Emerging Star. Barbara and 
George Guldner will be recog-
nized as the 2009 Educational 
Foundation honorees. 

Many thanks to the hard-
working members of the Scholar-
ship Committee: Fran Bentkowski, 
Norma Ferguson, Myra Jones, 
Linda Schoeninger, Sandra Utley, 
and Louise Wisser.                          

 

Marilyn Merry with Audra Happel, 
the 2008 Merry Scholar. 



 

President’s Message from Susan McNamara 
 

At about this same time in April each year, I find myself, almost uncon-
sciously, reciting the opening lines of Geoffery Chaucer’s The Canterbury 
Tales that I was required to memorize in college: in translation “When April 
with his showers sweet with fruit/ The drought of March has pierced unto the 
root /And bathed each vein with liquor that has power/ To generate therein 
and sire the flower/. . . Then do folk long to go on pilgrimage, and palmers 
to go seeking out strange strands, to distant shrines well known in sundry 
lands.”  I recall these lines mostly because they speak to an eagerness, a de-
sire, a renewed willingness - “generated” in spring--to tackle a long post-
poned, creative garden project; plan a trip; follow an unexpected path, lit-
eral or metaphorical, or take on the challenge of assuming a unfamiliar role 
or accepting a tough assignment. The lines are, of course, but a prelude to 
Chaucer’s depiction and celebration of a diverse group of individuals whose 
interactions and tales provide the insights and entertainments that make the 
work the masterpiece that it is. And, as with the ‘drought of March’ and the 
showers of April, these lines convey the most powerful emotion of the season - 
the sense of anticipation, urgent desire to realize what is to come. 

For many long-standing and recently joined AAUW members and faithful, 
community volunteers, April brings anticipation of our own very special ‘rite of 
spring’- Book Fair. Its showers do not hold them back from coming out for the 
hard work of sorting, pricing, and the body bending and lifting boxes of 
books. These showers do not dampen enthusiasm one whit; quite the contrary, 
the good spirits, laughter, and congeniality that come along with this ‘journey’ 
‘generate’ memories that prompt that eagerness to ‘seek out’ the Book Fair 
year after year. With final preparations for sale day completed, all involved 
wait with high hopes and a bit of anxiety for more buyers than ever eager to 
grab up great bargains among the more books than ever to keep our great 
sales crew busy from early morning till evening to ‘generate’ more scholar-
ships for many deserving women. Of one thing all are sure as they approach 
this final destination for 2009: for their willingness to take on the role of  
Book Fair Coordinators and lead the way on this annual journey for a fourth 
year, Karen and Nancy deserve our gratitude and thanks.    

April is also the month in which AAUW-PA holds its Annual Business meet-
ing. On April 25th Yvonne Payne and I travel to Lewisburg to join state offi-
cers, other branch presidents and branch members. The agenda includes a 
report on the Results of the PA Every Member Survey and an address by 
Sally Chamberlain, Program VP, AAUW Educational Foundation and candi-
date for President of AAUW National. Her topic is “AAUW Proposed Bylaws 
Changes.” In addition, we will attend workshops on attracting younger mem-
bership and discovering emerging leader interns. The meeting will be an op-
portunity for networking and sharing of ‘best practices’ or model projects. I 
look forward to bringing back both information and ideas for Bethlehem.   

 My first meeting as a new Board member two years ago was a late sum-
mer, planning session. One outcome was our very successful Let’s Read Math 
(LRM) Project. The Board with President Cinda Jensen’s leadership set a goal 
of community outreach, identified a feasible project (Please see Page 5) 
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Bacchae 
Phyllis Wargo, (610-797-9158) 
Our end of year dinner will be at 
the Hampton Winds on May 14 at 
5:30. Please note the early time. 
Everyone should bring her favorite 
wine to share. With this dinner, we 
conclude an enlightening year of 
tasting and studying some very 
different wines. 

Great Books Discussions 
Cathy Barrett (610-868-9100) 
We meet the second Wednesday of 
the month from October through 
May at 7:15 pm in the Bethlehem 
Area Public Library, 2nd floor. Fol-
lowing a brief business meeting, 
discussion starts at 7:30. In May, 
members will enjoy a social meet-
ing. Contact Cathy for information. 

The Lunch Bunch 
Bernie Gardiner, (610-861-2925)  
All AAUW members are invited to 
join. Contact Polly Hinder (610-865-
0358) for information about lunch 
at Starters at the Illick’s Mill Golf 
Course on May 19. 

Going Places  
In May, the group will tour Long-
wood Gardens. Please contact Polly 
Hinder (610-865-0358) for informa-
tion. We will meet at Polly's at 9 
am May 28th and carpool. 
 
We need a minimum of 15 for a 
formal tour and the tickets would 
be $11 per person. Otherwise,  the 
cost is $14 for seniors or $16 adult 
non-senior. We will have lunch 
there. 
 
Please let Polly know if your wish 
to participate in this trip no later 
than Saturday, May 16th so 
she can make a group tour reser-
vation. 
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Paperback I  
Mardi Metzger, (610-866-1257) 
We welcome new members. May 21 
Myra Saturen (610-974-9385) hosts 
a 7:30 pm discussion of The Lan-
guage of Threads by Gail Tsuki-
yama. On June 18, 6:30 p.m. at 
Hanoverville Roadhouse, we will 
discuss World Without End  by Ken 
Follett. In 14C. England new ideas 
about medicine, commerce, archi-
tecture and justice emerge, battling 
with the old ways, and boiling over 
as the Black Death strikes.  
 

Paperback II 
Sue Matheson, (610-691-8322) 
On May 19, we will meet at Ann 
Brown’s to discuss The Guernsey 
Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society 
by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie 
Barrows. The story details an au-
thor’s quest to find a subject for 
her next book during post WWII. 
She finds wonderful people on the 
isle of Guernsey, in her communi-
cation by letter, and decides to tell 
their story.  
Having read The Soloist, we will 
attend the movie on May 4, follow-
ing dinner at a restaurant at the 
Promenade Shops. On June 23, we 
will attend the performance of 
1776 at DeSales University, follow-
ing dinner at the Copperhead Grill. 
Our summer read is Broken for You 
by Stephanie Kallos. It is the story 
of the friendship developed be-
tween two women brought to-
gether by unlikely circumstances.  

Paperback III 
On May 12 at 1 pm Yvonne Payne 
(610-867-6575) hosts a discussion 
of William P. Young’s provocative 
novel The Shack.  Kit Jones is dis-
cussion leader. June 9 we meet for 
lunch at Silver Creek Country Club 
to discuss books for next season. 

 

 

Recent AAUW Activities at the Federal Level 
 

Notes Compiled by Myra Saturen 

Public Policy Chair 

 

At the White House’s invitation, AAUW recently attended a briefing about 
the American Recovery and Investment Act (ARRA.) Through the act, $100 bil-
lion will be distributed for education, from early childhood through college. 
States will be expected to meet the following benchmarks with these funds: 

 

 • improving teacher effectiveness 

 • making progress toward college and career-ready standards and 
 assessments 

 • improving achievement in low-performing schools  

 •  gathering information through enhanced data systems that track 
 progress 

 

Also related to education, members of AAUW attended the Middle Class 
Task Force meeting on college affordability in St. Louis, Missouri. Dr. Jill Biden, 
an educator for 28 years, also participated. The meeting addressed the astro-
nomical rise in costs of a college education and reviewed parts of the economic 
recovery program relating to higher education. This includes an increase in the 
maximum Pell grant by $500 for the 2009-2010 school year, additional funds 
for work/study programs and the American Opportunity Tax Credit, which pro-
vides a $2,500 tax credit for college tuition and other expenses.  

In a statement released by AAUW, our organization says, “since its founding 
in 1881, AAUW has been committed to making the dream of a higher educa-
tion a reality for women and girls. The rising costs of a college tuition present a 
serious barrier to all Americans who seek a college degree. AAUW will con-
tinue to advocate for programs to help higher education become affordable 
for all.” 

On another issue of longstanding concern to AAUW, reproductive freedom 
and health, AAUW supports the Obama Administration in its proposal to re-
scind the previous administration’s Health and Human Services rule about re-
productive care and services. The regulations, put into place just before former 
President George W. Bush left office, severely limit women’s access to family 
planning services and information. AAUW also supports the current administra-
tion’s aims to prevent unintended pregnancies through legislative and executive 
initiatives.  

 

 
 

 



Current Book Exchange 
Members purchases a book 
(published within the last two 
years), which is circulated monthly 
throughout the group. There are no 
meetings. A new exchange rotation 
starts August 1, 2009. Members 
and anyone interested in joining 
should inform Marge Gotshall ( 610
-866-7746) about book selections 
by July 1. 

Our Sympathies 
To branch member Lisa Boscola on 
the recent loss of her father. 
 
To the husband and three daugh-
ters of longtime branch member 
Julia (Fox)  Miller Brune who died 
April 6, 2009 in Kirkland Village. 
Julia spoke at our October meeting, 
happily announcing that she was 90 
years old and a published poet - on 
the Internet. 

AAUW Has a History of Research 
In 1885, a group of AAUW members 
conducted a survey that debunked the 
popular theory that higher education 
was bad for women's health. That 
study established AAUW's commitment 
to cutting-edge research relevant to 
the struggle for gender equity in 
school and in society. 
 
Today, AAUW’s groundbreaking re-
search draws national attention to 
issues of gender equity in education 
and the workplace; influences policy-
makers, educators, parents, and stu-
dents; and serves as a catalyst for 
action. Reports address topics such as 
the pay gap, economic security of 
older women, sexual harassment on 
college campuses, and gender equity 
in science and engineering education.  
 
As part of AAUW's philanthropic mis-
sion, reports are available in PDF form 
for free download. You can also pur-
chase the published versions of re-
search reports at ShopAAUW. AAUW 
members receive an additional 10 
percent discount. 
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Record Year for the 47th Book Fair 

 
 Our 47th Book Fair set a record for amount of donated books, the 

amount of shoppers and the amount of money taken in. We grossed well 
over $30,000!!!! Everything was in our favor with good weather, terrific pub-
licity, wonderful volunteers and a tremendous amount of donations and shop-
pers. Most of our funds will go toward scholarships for local women. 

 However, Book Fair is a lot more than making money for scholarships. 
We perform a wonderful service to the community by providing a place to 
donate used books. We also provide a venue for buying books, tapes, CDs, 
and DVDs very inexpensively and there is always something for everyone. 
The book- loving public truly appreciates us! Shoppers came from as far 
away as Canada this year and had favorable comments about our Book 
Fair. Most have said it is the most organized fair they have been to and they 
liked the friendly and helpful workers.  

  On opening day there were at least 80 people waiting in line for 
our early opening (fee-$10). At 10 AM when shoppers could come in free 
there were approximately 150 shoppers waiting. If you haven't been to 
opening day at Book Fair it is a wild experience not to be forgotten. Half-
price day and Bag day ($5 per bag) were also extremely busy! At the end 
of the fair on Saturday, several charitable groups came to get our unsold 
books for free and were very appreciative.  

 We would to thank the following who made our success possible: 
 

 •  City of Bethlehem for use of the building 

 •  Bethlehem Recycling for our huge recycling container out front 

 •  Dedicated community and AAUW volunteers who sorted and priced 

 •  Hardworking committee chairmen and captains 

 •  Husbands along with Barry and Cash who handled the heavy work 

 (we can’t have a Book Fair without them) 

 •  The Lehigh Valley community for their donations 

 •  Enthusiastic shoppers 

 •  The local newspapers for excellent publicity 

 

Thank You All! 

Nancy Disario (610-867-8533)  

 Karen Donald (610-746-0337)     

Book Fair Co-Chairmen 

P.S. Start saving those books for next year!!! 



 
President’s Message Continued from Page Two 

 

planned, and held a learning workshop. A new ‘destination’ was sought and 
the project was underway. That Let’s Read Math has become the glowing suc-
cess that it has in one year is a tribute to the significant group of committed 
members who all deserve kudos for their work. With plans already underway 
for continuation and expansion, we know we will be hearing more about their 
work next year.    

On May 5th the Board and additional interested members will be meeting 
for a similar, special planning, a “Branch Visioning” session. This will be a time 
in which we consider the ‘agenda’ - in capital letters - of our branch in the con-
text of: our own membership’s interests and needs; AAUW National mission and 
values and agenda; local community service needs and interests. We will ask 
ourselves: How are we doing in these contexts? What’s working for us? What’s 
not working so well? What else or other might we do? What changes or not 
seem called for in the interest of these contexts?  That is, the meeting will serve 
as a ‘rest stop’ place on the branch journey - a time to take stock, to think to-
gether about the direction(s) in which we have been traveling, and to consider 
the direction(s) toward which we wish to head in the near and, perhaps, more 
distant future.  

Finally, on May 12th at our annual Scholarship Dessert Reception, we will be 
joining with scholarship recipients, their families and friends; we will celebrate 
both what they have already achieved and what they hope to achieve in the 
‘distant shrines’ toward which they are about to travel.  

In short, it appears that the season - a time of anticipation and generation -
is ideally suited for the activities and work that AAUW-Bethlehem has under-
taken and will be undertaking in April and May. In some sense,  the activities 
and work of these months will serve as but a prelude; as we wrap up the 2008
-2009 year, we do so with the expectation of having much to report when we 
return for an active 2009-2010.  

 

Congratulations to Our New Officers 
 
 

On April 7 branch members unanimously elected the following officers to a 
term of two years: Vice-President for Membership - Yvonne Payne, Secretary - 
Bernie Gardiner, and Treasurer - Myra Jones.  

New members of the Nominating Committee elected were Nancy Disario, 
Cinda Jensen, and Margaret Mahoney while continuing second-term members 
include Jo-Anne Horn (Chair), Darlene Borst, and Bernie Gardiner. 

We thank the committee for its hard work on behalf of the entire branch. 

Equal Pay for Women Still a 
Myth 

 
When I started editing the AAUW 
newsletter women in the United 
States earned 76 cents for every 
dollar earned by men. Six years 
later, I am pleased to announce 
women have gained a whopping 2 
cents, taking us up to 78 cents on 
the dollar. That’s progress? 
 
April 28 was Equal Pay Day. The 
last Tuesday in April symbolizes 
the extra four months it takes 
women to catch up to the amount 
earned by men the previous year. 
By the way, the 78 cents an hour 
earned is only applicable to Cauca-
sian women. Women of color face a 
larger gap: 69 cents for every dol-
lar earned by men, Latinas only 59 
cents. 
 
In a recent editorial, Sangita 
Nayak, a community organizer 
based in Madison WI, commented 
that these figures apply to women 
employed full time, year-round. If 
part time workers were taken into 
account, women would earn a mere 
38 percent of men’s wages. 
 
AAUW has been at the forefront of 
the fight to gain equal pay for 
women as evidenced by our sup-
port of Lily Ledbetter. AAUW offi-
cials stood with her as President 
Obama signed into law the Lily 
Ledbetter Fair Pay Act earlier this 
year. Our Outlook Magazine fea-
tured Ledbetter on the cover of the 
most recent issue.  
 
It is our responsibility to continue 
the fight for equal pay.  AAUW’s 
position is one we can all support. 
 Linda Robertson 
                Editor 
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Officers  

 
President Susan McNamara 
610-861-8066 
Smc5083@aol.com 
 
Past President Cinda Jensen  
610-866-0389 
cindajen@aol.com 
 
VPs/Program  
Shirley McBride 610-317-9603 
sa.mcbride@att.net 
 
Jeanie Keller  610-865-3543 
Jeaniekeller@verizon.net 
 
VPs/Membership  
Marie Boltz 484-851-3435 
dmboltz@rcn.com  
 
Jo-Anne Horn 610-868-0812 
Tojohorn@gmail.com 
 
Secretary Yvonne Payne  
610-867-6575 
paynespitzer@hotmail.com 
 
Treasurer Berry Richards  
610-691-2023 
bgr1@lehigh.edu 
 

AAUW Help Line 
800-326-2289 
 10 am to 5 pm  

 

Association  Website 
Www.aauw.org 

 
 

“It is today that we must cre-
ate the world of the future.” 

Eleanor Roosevelt 

  
AAUW Snapshots 

April Branch Meeting Combined Fun with Work 
Book Fair 2009: Record Breaking and Memorable 

 
 
 

Cinda (Left) and Linda Robbins 
organize hardback mystery 
books. 

Terrorism, a new Book Fair 
category. 

Members enjoy supper before 
tackling book sorting. 

A satisfied family ready to 
check out at Book Fair. 

Perhaps she's checking to 
make sure they need this title. 

More than 30,000 volumes made 
for a record Book Fair. 
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Committee Chairs 

 
Book Fair Co-chairs 
Nancy Disario 610-867-8533 
disario@rcn.com 
 

Karen Donald 610-746-0337  
kdonald@ptd.net 
 

Calendars Marge Gotshall 
610-866-7746 
Geeg@mymailstation.com 
 

Public Policy Myra Saturen 
610-974-9385 
myra125@hotmail.com 
 

Scholarships Fran Bentkowski  
610-866-7462 
fbentkowski@verizon.net 
 

Educational Foundation 
Shirley Mongeon 610-865-1327 
dlmongeon@aol.com 
 

Publicity/Bylines  
Linda Robertson 610-865-2087 
LCRob123@PTD.net 
 

Study Groups Cynthia Weber 
610-837-9615 
cynthia@acweber.net 
 

Bylaws Fran Bentkowski  
610-866-7462 
fbentkowski@verizon.net 
 

Yearbook Shirley Daluisio 
610-866-7919 
budshirl@hotmail.com 
 

Historian Joan Jones  
610-867-0151 
 

District III Coordinator 
Kathy Thrush Shaginaw   
katt@verizon.net 
 

PA State Co-Presidents  
Deb Roney  
president@aauwpa.org 
Kate Sweeney 
co-president@aauwpa.org 

 
We Honor Special Branch Members 

 
This year our branch's Outstanding 
Woman is Cinda Jensen, a member for 
almost 50 years. Cinda taught French to 
elementary school children, served as 
assistant director of Sayre Child Center, 
and was the executive director of Pro-
ject Child, the Child Abuse Prevention  
Coalition of the Lehigh Valley (1991-
2003). Cinda has been Book Fair Chair, 
Vice-President for Program, Scholarship  
Committee Chair, Nominating Chair, 

and Secretary. She served as President of Bethlehem AAUW from 2006-2008,  
exactly 50 years after her mother Ruth Couch held the same position. 

Each PA branch nominates a member for the  
Emerging Star award announced at State  
Convention. Our choice is a first-term board  
member who exhibits enthusiasm, potential for 
leadership and AAUW knowledge.  

We salute Fran Bentkowski as our Emerging Star. 
She participates actively in many groups and  
projects. Fran has been a member of Bethlehem 
AAUW for more than 20 years. Currently she 
chairs the Bylaws and Scholarship committees and 
serves as the coordinator for our Let’s Read Math 
program. She started her career as an educator 
teaching English at Liberty High School. She  
continued teaching at Freedom High School and 

moved into administration. Fran completed 35 years with the Bethlehem Area 
School District serving as principal of Freedom from 2003 until 2005. Fran also 
serves on the board of the Center for Humanistic Change. 

Each year, when we make our contribution to the 
National AAUW’s Educational Foundation (EF), our 
branch names our gift in honor of someone whose 
work helps make the gift possible. It is fitting that 
we announce this year’s Named Gift Honorees, 
Barbara and George Guldner. Our annual Book 
Fair provides the lion’s share of the funds we send 
to EF and the Guldners have served as treasurers 
of Book Fair for many years. Either George or 
Barbara is in the back room of the pool building 
every hour of Book Fair and they are responsible 
for bank deposits and record keeping. Many 
thanks to all our very special award recipients. 

 



 

 
Thank You Nancy and Karen For a Most Successful Book Fair! 

 
Nancy Disario and Karen Donald serve graciously as co-chairs of Book Fair. Along with their dedicated 

community and AAUW volunteers they put in long hours to make sure this major branch fundraising event is 
always enjoyable. 

Thank you both from the bottom of our hearts. 

 
 

 

AAUW 
Linda Robertson 

1842 Kenmore Avenue 
Bethlehem PA 18018-3339 

 
Time Sensitive Material 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Lehigh Valley, PA 

Permit No. 
245 

Just two of our satisfied customers at Book 
Fair 2009. 
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