
Cathy Kotanchik with granddaughter 

Liz and daughter Jen.  

Woman Power! 
As individuals, we know the 

enjoyment of being together 

with women of all generations, 

be they sisters, mothers, daugh-

ters, nieces, granddaughters or 

family friends whom we have 

“adopted” into our lives.   

 

AAUW employs that joy and 

energy to magnify our multiple 

voices into one strong message:  

women’s rights are human 

rights.  AAUW also backs up 

that message with research that 

shows when women have equal 

opportunities educationally and 

professionally, families benefit. 

While January is the beginning 

of a new calendar year and a 

new Congressional term, at 

AAUW, as in most academic 

circles, it is “Midterm.”  Our 

current public policy initiatives 

have been in place since last 

year and AAUW is poised to 

lobby for support of women and 

girls seeking equality of oppor-

tunity and respect in their lives.  

This is the political face of 

AAUW. 

 

PA Public Policy co-chairs, Bar-

bara Price and Ann Pehle, re-

cently addressed “… some con-

fusion about the difference of 

being political and being parti-

san.  Public policy, by defini-

tion, is political.  To impact 

policies important to women 

and girls, we must work with 

elected officials and government 

offices.  Favoring or only work-

ing with one political party 

while doing public policy work 

is partisan.  Our success nation-

ally and in states is because 

AAUW remains non-partisan.” 

Some of us will be joining many 

millennial women in the 

Women’s March in Washington, 

DC on Saturday, January 21st.  

Our goal is to stand beside each 

other and demonstrate our soli-

darity to our nation’s lawmak-

ers.  We also want our sisters to 

know that AAUW is ready to 

“Speak Truth to Power.” 

 

If marching isn’t “your thing,” 

AAUW gives you many other 

ways you to support women this 

year.  Our work on the Bethle-

hem Branch Used Book Fair is 

about to commence.  We need 

your help.  You can also volun-

teer for “Let’s Read Math.”  Or 

plan to carpool with us to Har-

risburg for Lobby Day later this 

year.  Read the Bethlehem By-

lines Brief, go to our website, 

bethlehem-pa.aauw.net 

or go to our Facebook page, to 

find the many ways you can add 

your energy and voice to the 

collective woman power of 

AAUW to promote equity for 

women and girls. 

 

With best wishes for the new 

year! 

Cathy Kotanchik 
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Board of Directors 
 
Officers 
President 
Catherine Kotanchik 
 
President-Elect 
Vacant   
 
Programs 
Mary Dawson 
 
Co-VP - Membership 
Anne Hammersmith 
Vacant 
 
Secretary 
JoAnn Kelly 
 
Finance Officer 
Beth Corroda 

In Memoriam: 

Helen Becker died 12.26.16. Helen was president of the branch 1986-88 and named  

Outstanding Woman in 1990. 

Membership News  
Newsmaker Q&A: On page News 10, our own Myra Jones is highlighted as chair of 

the committee to create a new history coloring book. Every third grader in Bethlehem 

schools will get a copy of this coloring book in recognition of the City’s 275th Anni-

versary. 

http://www.mcall.com/news/local/bethlehem/mc-newsmaker-myra-jones-20161203-

story.html 

http://www.mcall.com/news/local/bethlehem/mc-newsmaker-myra-jones-20161203-story.html
http://www.mcall.com/news/local/bethlehem/mc-newsmaker-myra-jones-20161203-story.html
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Women inventors will not reach parity in patents until the year 2092 at the current rate 

according to a study by the Institute for Women’s Policy Research. Women make up just 

under 8% of primary inventors who hold patents. While women have quintupled their 

share of patents received since 1977, less than one in five patents had at least one woman 

inventor in 2010. 

Kevlar: This life-saving material that is 5 times stronger than steel and used to make bul-

letproof vests was invented in 1965 by Stephanie Kwolek. 

B E T H L E H E M  B Y L I N E S  B R I E F    

AAUW CONVENTION 

 
Last chance! 2017 AAUW National Convention best-value rates expire on Saturday, January 14, at 11:59 
p.m. ET. Join 1,000 AAUW members and supporters from across the country as we speak truth to power 
on Capitol Hill, hone our leadership skills at hands-on workshops, and take our nation’s capital by storm. 
Make sure your voice is heard: Register now! 

 

TAKE CONTROL THIS YEAR 

Sometimes, we need to stand up and speak up when supporting 

our mission of AAUW equity, equality, and inclusion.  It’s diffi-

cult to know what to say or do in the midst of a conversation 

with family or friends. Get your AAUW on and take control! 

Here are some suggestions to help you: 

 

Change the conversation. 

 

Say you don’t agree and/or walk away. 

 

Ask a question about the comment. 

 

Repeat the comment in a non-offensive way and 

ask if that is what you’re hearing. 

 

Clarifying might help the speaker reflect on what 

she/he said.   Submitted by Randi Blauth 

http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=2AqyNGaAcuZgbz5myMKpH0nZ6LH9RPI1
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=UOI8P9wH7ogHIqTvYylTSvxxI2dtivMS
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AAUW Student Affiliate Program 

Tuesday, February 22, 2017 

Moravian College Campus 

4PM—UBC Room in the HUB 
 

The AAUW student affiliates would like to extend an invitation to the 

branch to attend a joint meeting on campus.  

(RSVP Not Required) 

 

Reeves Library at Moravian College received a grant from the Council 

of Independent Colleges to digitize photographs to chronicle the his-

tory of the Moravian Seminary and College for Women.   

 

Pam Johnson, Research Instruction & Digital Resources Librarian 

at Moravian College will share highlights from the collection at our 

February meeting. This year represents the 275th anniversary of Mora-

vian College, the sixth oldest college in the country and the first to 

educate women. 

 

Additional information on each 

program will follow in the preced-

ing months  

Bethlehem Bylines Brief.   

Dates may also be found in your 

AAUW 2016-2017 Yearbook.   

Questions ?  

 

Contact:  AAUW Bethlehem 

Program Chair: Mary Dawson 

 

Women's March Update 
Those gearing up for Inauguration week-

end in D.C. can find new tips for travel 

and logistics on the AAUW website. Hun-

dreds of AAUW members have committed 

to joining the AAUW delegation to the 

Women’s March on Washington, giving 

AAUW a unified, visible presence. Sub-

mit your information here to join the 

AAUW delegation and receive regular 

updates. All are welcome to join – includ-

ing nonmembers, family, spouses, and 

friends – so please spread the word. 

 

Not traveling to Washington, D.C.? Find 

a Sister March in your state. Sister 

Marches are solidarity events inspired by 

the Women's March on Washington and 

organized by volunteers around the world 

– including members of AAUW. Organize 

your branch members to attend a Sister 

March together – and don’t forget to wear 

your AAUW gear! Materials can be or-

dered through the Upcoming Advocacy 

Events Form by January 16 and also 

through ShopAAUW. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Saturday, January 21, 2017, Philadel-

phia will unite with Washington, D.C. and 

over 150 cities around the world for the 

historic Women’s March.  

 

Join Women and their allies, as we march 

together in solidarity with our partners, 

friends and children for the protection of 

our rights, our safety, our health, and our 

families -- recognizing that our vibrant and 

diverse communities are the strength of 

our country.   

Visit: www.wmow-phila.com for more 

information  

 

 
2016 

AAUW HOLIDAY PARTY 

“When I dare to be powerful, to use 
my strength in the service of my  

vision, then it becomes less and less 
important whether I am afraid.”  

 
— Audre Lorde, feminist and activist 

Olga Conneen, Mary Dawson and Jo
-Anne Sessa check out the holiday 
dinner decorations at Moravian 
College on Dec. 3 

http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=EZVVc5NMwotHwoo4pa1jrvxxI2dtivMS
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=%2FQ9YpfBh0hXVl8bQ9kQnvvxxI2dtivMS
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=%2FQ9YpfBh0hXVl8bQ9kQnvvxxI2dtivMS
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=6eJOThzEi%2FKBud8jhId%2B4vxxI2dtivMS
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=6eJOThzEi%2FKBud8jhId%2B4vxxI2dtivMS
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=qp8%2BHFtYMzWdYlJcol%2BDYfxxI2dtivMS
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=qp8%2BHFtYMzWdYlJcol%2BDYfxxI2dtivMS
http://www.wmow-phila.com
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“None of us can 

know what we 

are capable of 

until we are 

tested”  

_ Elizabeth 

Blackwell 

Group Schedules 
 

Paperback II Study Group  

Our next meeting will be Tues-

day, January 17 at 7:30pm at 

Jeanie Powers home. We will be 

discussing the book-Circling The 

Sun by Paula Mclain. Phyllis 

Wargo will lead our discussion. 

If you are interested in joining 

our study group you can contact 

Phyllis at 610-392-0891 or 

jmfwagner@live.com 

 

Mystery Paperback  will meet 

January 24 at 1:30 pm at Cinda’s 

to discuss Laura by Vera Cas-

pary. Mary is leader for this 

year’s ‘classic’ mystery investi-

gation, the story of a strong 

woman in 1930s New York. 

Caspary is considered an excep-

tionally interesting writer of the 

times. Information, contact 

Linda Robertson: 

LCRob123@PTD.net. 

 

Bacchae will meet on January 

12 at 7:00 at Louise Wisser's 

house.  We will taste and evalu-

ate wines from the Chairman's a 

selection for the month. There is 

no February meeting.  

 

 

 

AAUW Paperback I   
meeting will take place on 

January 19 at 7:00 p.m. at the 

home of Marie Boltz.  We will 

discuss "The Underground 

Railroad" by Colson White-

head.  We welcome new mem-

bers.  

Contact: Chair, Mardi 

Metzger, 610 866-1257, 

mm04@lehigh.edu 

 

Out-to-Lunch Bunch   

Our hostess on January 17 at 

noon  is Rita Bergstrom at the 

Taste of Italy Restaurant at 

1860 Catasauqua Road 

(Hanover Township), Allen-

town PA 18109, in the shop-

ping center that also has 

Ollie’s.  

Menu link below: 

http:www.tasteofitalypa.com/    

 

Contact: Rita at 610-365-2566 

to reserve your place at the 

table. DEADLINE: Friday, 

January 13th  

 

“If you have any friends who 

would like to join us, or others 

you would like to add to the 

mailing list, please let me  

 

know.” -Jeanie Powers  

JeanieKeller@verizon.net 

 

We also invite anyone with a 

January birthday to join so we 

can celebrate with you! 

 

Diversity: Deeds and Dialogues 

Members of this group come 

from the Bethlehem, Easton and 

Allentown branches to discuss 

issues around race, age, gender 

and more.  

 

This group is concerned with 

social action as well as social 

justice. 

We meet the 4th Wednesday, of 

the month at 7:00pm. 

 

Wednesday, January 25 at the 

home of Toni Hoffman 

 

Wednesday, February 22 at the 

home of Norma Ferguson 

  

If you have any questions, please 

contact Rosemary Baker 

B E T H L E H E M  B Y L I N E S  B R I E F    

 

On Tuesday, November 15, 2016 PPBII hosted their study group at the home of Linda Zim-

merman. Our book was Oil Cloth Stories by Carol Dean Henn. Author Carol Henn was able 

to attend our meeting that evening due to the fact that one of  our members, Shirley Daluisio, 

grew up with Carol and graduated from Liberty High School with her and has kept in touch 

over the past decades. Carol not only is a great writer but also an excellent speaker, she kept 

our attention for over an hour, answering questions about her book and telling us true stories 

from her childhood that were part of her book. 

Our study group tries to get an author to visit once a year but not always possible. To date 

(since I joined in 2003) we've had 5 authors visit our meetings.  

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, January 17 at 7:30pm at Jeanie Powers home. We will be 

discussing the book-Circling The Sun by Paula Mclain. Phyllis Wargo will lead our discus-

sion. If you are interested in joining our study group you can contact me at 610-392-0891 or 

by email-  jmfwagner@live.com 

 

Submitted by Joanne Wagner, 

mailto:jmfwagner@live.com
LCRob123@PTD.net
mailto:mm04@lehigh.edu
http://www.tasteofitalypa.com/
mailto:JeanieKeller@verizon.net
mailto:jmfwagner@live.com
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On December 16, AAUW Bethlehem President ,Cathy and Honorary Giving Back Chair Beth presented our gifts totaling 

$4,150 to Gary Martell, President of the Bethlehem Boys and Girl Club of Bethlehem. For the two years that our branch sup-

ported the Club through GIVING BACK, we contributed $9,150. Gary remarked that our donations allow the Club to do so 

much. “The Club can leverage your gifts with grants from other donors so 

that we are able to offer our Club kids programming that is valued at more 

than $20,000. Thank you so much for the confidence your gifts show.” 

  

Since AAUW-Bethlehem started this annual program of GIVING BACK to 

our community in appreciation for the public’s support of our Book Fair, 

our donations have added up to $29,000. Thank you, members. 

 

AAUW National Cheer of the Week 

Catherine E. Lhamon was unanimously elected to serve as Chair of 
the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights. Lhamon previously served as the 
assistant secretary for civil rights at the U.S. Department of Education, 

where she facilitated increased Title IX enforcement and technical assistance. 
 
 
Washington Update is an internal communication for public policy leaders and members of the American Association 
of University Women (AAUW). Take the next step to break through barriers for women and girls:request your own sub-
scription online.  

L to R: Beth Corroda, Cathy Kotanchik, Gary 

Martell-President Boys and Girls Club 

At the Movies... 

“Hidden Figures", a new movie now playing, tells the story of 

the brilliant African American women behind John Glenn's his-

toric orbit of the earth. These female mathematicians, working 

in the segregated South, calculated flight trajectories for Project 

Mercury and the 1969 Apollo 11 flight to the Moon. It is based 

on the nonfiction book of the same name by Margot Shetterly. 

 

Submitted by Mary Dawson 

http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=lj7Av6NDVg5u0OsRPOpnp%2FxxI2dtivMS
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=WvoN54g%2BlrzIwukFsIc47iPeXfjJuHr5
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=WvoN54g%2BlrzIwukFsIc47iPeXfjJuHr5
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=RoXyGiHnSQfAbn63m4OZzBV4M41OYtDk


AAUW has been empowering women as 

individuals and as a community since 

1881. For more than 130 years, we have 

worked together as a national grassroots 

organization to improve the lives of mil-

lions of women and their families. IF 

YOU ARE ON FACEBOOK, 

“like” and “follow” our branch page. Then, share, 

share, share!  Get the word out to your friends 

about all the great things AAUW does! 

Submissions to the Bethlehem Bylines Brief may be made to Shelley Speirs by email at: 

ssabelay@rcn.com.   
 

Deadline for submissions is the 15th of each month for the following month’s issue.   
 

When submitting by email please use the subject line “Bethlehem Bylines Brief”.   
 

Photos may also be submitted with articles and announcements. Please provide a .jpg file.  

Articles and Announcements will be edited for any space restrictions. 

 

We’re on the Web 

www.aauw-bethlehem.org 

Public Policy Corner 

 
The Public Policy Committee and Subcommittee would like to thank the 40 members who participated in the Hate Crimes Belief 

Scale (HCPA) Survey.   

 

The Hate Crimes Belief Scale examines attitudes towards hate-crime victims, offenders, and legislation. The scale contains 40 items 

with three subscales measuring punishment, reporting and legislation.  In this month’s Bylines Brief we will highlight item number 

16 from the HCPA, which reads: 

Reporting requirements concerning hate crimes are too strict. 

 

57 % of the respondents disagreed (49% strongly disagreed; 8% somewhat disagree) with this item.  41 % of the respondents neither 

agree nor disagree and 2.56 % somewhat agree. 

 

Given the vast distribution of answers to this number, the Public Policy Subcommittee inferred that there was confusion concerning 

this question.  Upon researching this values statement, the Subcommittee found that often times reporting requirements concerning 

hate crimes are not too strict, but in many cases too loose.  According to the Matthew Shephard Foundation, the FBI’s Uniform 

Crime Reporting program (in which states report hate crimes) is optional for states to submit.  Additionally, in order to qualify sub-

mission to this report, states are only required to submit one month or one quarter’s worth of crimes, meaning that up to eleven addi-

tional months’ worth of crimes remain unreported to the FBI by states.   

 

In terms of individual reporting of hate crimes, the Foundation asserts that according to the National Crime Victimization Survey, a 

majority (61%) of national hate crimes go unreported.  Reasons why hate crimes go unreported range from stigma associated with 

being a victim of a hate crime to the fact that a “hate crime” charge of an individual must accompany an initial criminal charge that 

prosecutors often do not pursue.  Additionally, the Foundation highlights the burden of prov-

ing a hate crime beyond a reasonable doubt by prosecutors.  This burden stems from the need 

for a hate crimes charge to be submitted with “sufficient object facts—“ an ambiguous and 

slippery categorization to prove in court.  

 

For more information on reporting requirements associated with hate crimes, visit: 

http://www.matthewshepard.org/hate-crimes-reporting/ 

 
Public Policy Co-Chairs: Stacey Zaremba, Shelley Speirs 

Subcommittee: Ruth Skoglund, Kate Cohen 

 

mailto:ssabelay@rcn.com
https://www.facebook.com/AAUWBethlehem

