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AAUW Value Statement 
By joining AAUW we belong to a 
community that breaks through 
educational and economic barri-
ers so that all women have a fair 
chance. 

Mission & Diversity Statement 
AAUW advances equity  for 
women  
and girls through advocacy, edu-
cation, philanthropy, and re-
search.  
In principle and in practice, 
AAUW values and seeks a di-
verse membership. There shall 
be no barriers to members to 
full participation in this organi-
zation on the basis of gender, 
race, creed, age, sexual orienta-
tion, national orientation, dis-
ability, or class.  

Mark Your Calendar 
 

February 17, Book Fair, Captains’ 
Meeting 
March 14, Diversity Program 
March 24, Book Fair Collection 
Starts 
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BETHLEHEM BRANCH  

Tuesday 
February 17, 2015 

Moravian College  
Main Campus, Room 235 

Priscilla Payne Hurd 
Academic Center 

4—5:30pm 
 

Mothers come in many varieties 
and in today’s world, can have 
many interpretations and meanings. 
What does motherhood mean to 
you?   

Join the AAUW Student Affiliates 
for our February branch meeting at 
Moravian College. Our panel will 
comment on a full array of 
motherhood making an interesting 
program.   

Following the discussion, snacks 
will be served in the second floor 
atrium, PPHAC across from the new 
AAUW Student Office. 

For more information or to secure 
transportation, contact Stacey at 
szaremba@moravian.edu or Shelley  
at ssabelay@rcn.com   

This year’s winter-themed 
Holiday Pot Luck Dinner was a 
pleasurable evening with over 50 
people present. Attendees 
experienced a wonderful array of 

menu specialties while engaging in 
conversation with fellow members 
and their guests.  Thank you to the 
Board for its support and 
participation in providing a unique 
array of palate-pleasing delights, 
supplying the Branch decade 
boards for display throughout the 
room, and creating centerpieces for 
the food drive collection that Randi 
and Bernie organized. We also  
extend our sincere thanks to 
Northampton Community College for 
its generosity in granting AAUW-
Bethlehem use of the Fowler Center 
for our meeting.  

 

This gorgeous trifle was just one of the de-
lectable desserts featured on the buffet. Flow-
ers and chocolate dipped strawberries are by 
Lynn Bittner. 

mailto:szaremba@moravian.edu�
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President’s Pen 
 

We started off 2015 with a slate of activities—
several informative, interesting mini-meetings. 
Topics ranged from the benefits of plant-based 
eating to the journey of a young woman who left 
Wall Street to start a creamery and make artisan 
cheeses in Berks County, from the prospects for 
educational reform in Pennsylvania, to the wonders 
of majestic Africa. Community programs featured a 
rousing tribute at Northeast Middle School to Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. on MLK Day, including 
speeches by community leaders and an important 
presentation on racism. 

February looks equally promising. Our Moravian College Affiliate group 
will host our monthly meeting on February 17 at 4 pm with a discussion of the 
Many Faces and Definitions of Motherhood. AAUW members and affiliates 
will share their thoughts and experiences on a topic on which we all have 
something to say. After all, we all have or have had mothers! We are so 
appreciative of our student affiliates who take time from their academic 
pursuits to advocate for women’s issues.  Let’s show our support for them by 
coming out to attend this fascinating program. 

Another February community program will feature Nobel Prize winning 
authors, Nicholas Kristof and Cheryl WuDunn, who will be speaking at Lehigh 
University on February 3 at 7pm in Baker Hall, Zoellner Arts Center.  Many 
of us have read their books and have watched their documentaries on the 
plight of abused women in various parts of the world. Half The Sky and A 
Path Appears both focus on uplifting women, turning oppression into 
opportunity, and transforming lives. Their appearance here is an opportunity 
to connect with and be inspired by their vision which is so closely aligned to 
the mission of AAUW. The program is free and open to the public. Those who 
wish to attend but need rides should feel free to contact me. 

Yet another important community event, this one in the field of education, 
will be held at Zoellner on February 10 at 7pm.  Diane Ravitch, Research 
Professor of Education at NYU and former U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
Education, will speak about School Reform:  Is There Common Ground and will 
cover many of the themes in her latest book, Reign of Error: The Hoax of the 
Privatization Movement and the Danger to America’s Public Schools. This is a 
subject about which many of us hold strong views, and the issue is at the 
forefront of our public policy initiatives statewide. Dr. Ravitch’s talk should be 
illuminating, provocative and highly interesting. Tickets cost $15 and may be 
obtained through the Zoellner box office. 

As you can see, although it may be cold outside, we have much going on in 
our branch and our community to warm our hearts and stimulate our minds. I 
hope to see many of you at these exciting events. Yours in fellowship and 
shared purpose, 

Ruth Skoglund 
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Bacchae 
Phyllis Wargo (610-797-9158) 
We study wines from a different 
vineyard each month. February 12 
we will meet at 7pm at Claire's 
with Phyllis as co-hostess. In 
March, Nancy will host with Joanne 
as co-host. Let Phyllis know if you 
cannot attend. New members are 
welcome. 
 

The Out to Lunch Bunch 
Bernie Gardiner (610-861-2925)  
Call Bernie by February 12 with 
your reservation for a noon lunch 
on February 17 at Torre across 
from Melt in the Promenade Shops. 
All members welcome. 
 

Diversity, Deeds and Dialogue  

This inter-branch study group is 
reading Losing our Way: Intimate 
Portrait of a Troubled America by 
Bob Herbert, which explores 
unusual human experience. We will 
meet February 25.  Information: 
Rosemary at 610-258-1995  or 
rosemaryb@enter.net. 
 

AAUW Bridge  
On February 19, we meet at 11:30 
at Kirkland Village’s Marketplace 
for lunch, followed by bridge in the 
Sun Room. The group meets the 
third Thursday of month, October-
May, excluding December. Looking 
for new players. Please join as a 
regular or a sub! Contact Shirley, 
610-866-7919, before the bridge 
date to reserve a seat.  
 
 

Association  Website 
www.aauw.org 

AAUW-PA Website 
www.aauwpa.org 

mailto:rosemaryb@enter.net�
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Paperback I  
Margie Lynch (610-417-2183, 
mlynch06007@gmail.com )We meet 
the third Thursday at 7pm. Our 
next meeting will be on February 
19 at Kathy’s.  Our discussion will 
be on Kevin Power’s Yellow 
Birds.  We welcome new members. 

Paperback II 
Debbie Spinney (610-865-4843) On 
February 17 at 7:30 we will meet at 
Linda F’s and Mary Lou will lead a 
discussion of Laughing at My 
Nightmare by Shane Burcaw.  On 
March 17 Phyllis hosts and Shirley 
leads a discussion of The Circle by 
Dave Eggars. New members 
welcome. 

Paperback III 
Yvonne Payne (610-867-6575) We 
will meet February 4 at 1 pm at 
Myrna’s for a discussion of The 
Light Between Oceans by M.L. 
Stedman. March  4 we read In the 
Garden of the Beasts by Eric 
Larsen. We welcome new 
members. 

Mystery Paperback 
Linda Robertson ( 610-865-2087 ) 
Our next meeting is March 24 at 
Linda F’s. Yvonne will lead a 
discussion of The Beggar’s Opera 
by Peggy Blair. 

AAUW Help Line 
800-326-2289 

Connect@aauw.org 
  10 am to 5 pm 

Support Women and Girls 
When you shop Amazon. Go to 
smile.amazon.com and select 
American Association of University 
Women as your charity to make 
your shopping count. 

 
Public Policy:  2014 Highlights 

 
After more than two years of advocacy from AAUW members, President 

Barack Obama issued two equal pay executive orders on Equal Pay 
Day 2014. AAUW of Alabama honorary public policy chair Lilly Ledbetter 
introduced President Obama at the White House and AAUW CEO Linda D. 
Hallman, CAE, joined the president for the signing.  

After 16 years of advocacy efforts, a bill that advances a National 
Women's History Museum is headed to the president's desk! The bill will 
establish a commission to study the creation of the museum in D.C. 

AAUW celebrated the fifth anniversary of the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act. 
AAUW was proud to host our friend Lilly Ledbetter’s trip to Washington, D.C. 
Ledbetter attended the State of the Union and met with 15 U.S. senators. 

For the first time, the Senate voted to move forward with a debate on the 
Paycheck Fairness Act. Regrettably, some senators decided later to block the 
bill from moving to a final up-or down vote.  

AAUW members scored big wins for women's economic security in states 
and cities across the country, including passage of the Minnesota Women’s 
Economic Security Act, New Hampshire Paycheck Fairness Act, minimum wage 
ballot initiatives  in five states, a paid sick days ballot initiative in 
Massachusetts, and a state version of the Equal Rights Amendment in Oregon. 

In recognition of AAUW's coordinating role in the women's advocacy 
community to update federal hate crimes prevention  legislation, the White 
House invited AAUW Vice President of Government Relations Lisa M. Maatz to 
speak  on a panel during a three-hour event marking the fifth anniversary of 
the legislation that eventually passed (the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, Jr. 
Hate Crimes Prevention Act).  

AAUW joined a coalition of organizations advocating a constitutional 
amendment to restore the First Amendment rights of everyday Americans and 
counteract the Supreme Court ruling that gave corporations the same political 
rights as citizens. The coalition has already collected more than three million 
signatures in support of this "Democracy for All" constitutional amendment, and 
we are collectively aiming for five million signatures before we deliver the 
petition to Congress. 

AAUW was a strategic partner in A Woman’s Nation Pushes Back from the 
Brink, a 2014 publication by the Shriver Report and Center for American 
Progress, which examined the rates of financial insecurity of American women 
and their children.  

President Obama dropped from his 2015 budget a proposal to calculate 
cost-of-living adjustments for Social Security and other entitlement programs 
more conservatively than has been done in years past. AAUW opposes chained 
CPI proposals such as this one, and we were glad to see the president listen to 
AAUW members and allies on this issue. 

 

Continued on Page 7 
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Member Information Update 
Stacey Zaremba has an updated 
address: 7302 Tohickon Hill Road 
Pipersville, Pa 18947. Her cell  
phone is 215-534-1317.    
 

Looking Ahead 
  
At the April 11, 2015 State Leaders’ 
Meeting in State College we will 
mark the 50th Anniversary of Civil 
Rights and learn more about Civil 
and Human Rights  
 
The AAUW-PA State Convention will 
take place April 15-17, 2016 (next 
year) in the Poconos. 
 

Short Term Study Group 
 
Linda Robertson will host a new, 
short term study group. Starting in 
March we will meet for four months 
to discuss A Path Appears: 
Transforming Lives, Creating 
Opportunity. Authors Nicolas 
Kristof and Sheryl WuDann tell the 
stories of real people whose work 
is changing the world. Both are 
columnists for the New York Times. 
Their earlier book Half the Sky: 
Turning Oppression into 
Opportunity for Women Worldwide  
told how the Muslim world and 
other cultures lock girls and women 
out from educational and business 
opportunities.  
 

Path is made up of short chapters 
and focuses on project-based 
giving, which is the wave of the 
future, it exposes the reader to 
many new trends – cultural and 
otherwise. The stories are 
incredible and moving, especially 
the opening chapter. 
If interested, please contact Linda 
at LCRob123@PTD.net or phone 
610-865-2087. 
  

 
Welcome Our Newest Members 

 
Judith Siegfried: Judy earned her bachelor of science in education degree 

from Pennsylvania State University (1967); a master’s degree in education  
from Temple University (1972); a master’s degree in counseling from Lehigh 
University (1978) and a master of business administration degree from 
Lehigh University (1997). Judy was a teacher in the Bethlehem Area School 
District and was part of the family business P.A. Freeman, one of the Valley’s 
oldest jewelry stores.  

Judy enjoys reading, tennis, gardening, volunteering and golf. She was 
introduced to AAUW by her friend Linda Robertson.  

 

Rita Bergstrom: Rita earned her bachelor of science in education degree 
from Shippensburg University (1966); she has over 100 post-bac credits.   
Rita was a school librarian in the Washington Elementary School District in 
Phoenix AZ and in the Department of Defense Dependent Schools in Turkey, 
Germany and the Netherlands.  

Rita enjoys travel, reading, and dining.  
  

Brenda Tomlinson & Dorothy Viglione  
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Lincoln School Requests 
Supplies   

Arlene Gonzalez, the CIS-LV 
coordinator at Lincoln Elementary 
School tells us that students need 
Number 2 pencils, washable 
markers and construction paper. 
The pencils are 
especially in 
demand as the 
PSSA 
examinations 
approach and the construction 
paper is used during afterschool 
programs. We all remember the 
days when pencils were 
automatically provided in school 
but not today. If anyone wishes to 
donate these materials, please 
contact Linda Robertson who will 
deliver the items to Lincoln. You 
can call Linda at 610-865-2087 or 
see her at the Branch meeting at 
Moravian College on February 17. 
Thank you for considering a gift. 
 

Girl Scout Poll Shows Need for 
Women Leaders 

 

A poll released by the Girl Scouts 
shows that even though many girls 
are interested and experienced in 
civic engagement, they still see 
politics as a ‘man’s world.’ The 
survey of girls ages 11-17 reported 
74 % of respondents believe that if 
they choose a political career, they 
will have to work much harder than 
a man does to be taken seriously. 
Girl Scout CEO Anna Maria Chavez 
said, “Girls can’t be what they can’t 
see,” referring to the shortage of 
female role models among 
politicians and influencers. The poll 
emphasizes the need for programs 
like AAUW’s Elect Her, which 
teaches college women to run for 
office. 

 
2014 Giving Back Project Final Tally 

AAUW-Bethlehem Supports Lincoln Elementary School Students 
We Donated an All-Time Record Gift of $3,810!  

 
Fifty-four percent of our AAUW-Bethlehem members supported our 2014 

Giving Back project by giving a record-breaking $3,810. All these gifts help 
with after-school programming to develop leadership in girls, at Lincoln 
Elementary School in Bethlehem, a “Community School (CS)” since 2006. In the 
two years that our branch partnered with the school, we donated a total of 
$6,855. In addition, the AAUW Student Affiliates of Moravian College 
collected much-needed classroom supplies for these young students.  

Arlene Gonzalez. Lincoln’s CIS-LV coordinator wrote to the branch, “This 
truly leaves us speechless. The tremendous generosity and commitment of 
AAUW is inspiring. Our students, staff and community are very fortunate to 
have a group of women who care so much about us and the impact our 
students will have on our community in the future. This is truly an investment in 
the future, I look forward to this partnership and hope to work closer and 
more intentionally in the months to come!” [Editor: Please see sidebar note 
about continuing to assist the school.] 

Since AAUW-Bethlehem started our Giving Back in 2009, individual 
members have donated a total of $19,856 to three recipients: Turning Point 
of the Lehigh Valley, the Nurse-Family Partnership (VNA) and CIS-LV at 
Lincoln Elementary School. That is amazing and to be celebrated. 

As your 2014 Honorary Chair, I want to send my heartfelt thanks to each 
and every one of you who dug deep and helped. It is wonderful to see how 
a group of dedicated women can voluntarily use their gifts to support 
AAUW’s vision of empowering women and girls.  

Ruth Skoglund 

Honorary Chair 

 

Finance Officer Beth Corroda (center) and President 
Ruth Skoglund met with CIS-LV CEO Tim Mulli-
gan to present our gift. 

Arlene Gonzalez (left) and Principal Bonita 
Draper of Lincoln Elementary School. 
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AAUW Calendars for 2015 
HELP MARGE OUT! 

Marge Gotshall has ONE AAUW 
spiral-bound calendars for $6 . This 
fundraiser benefits our scholarship 
program. To order, please call 
Marge at 610-866-7746.    

Thank You, Nominating 
Committee Members 

 
Please take the time to read the 
report of this year’s Nominating 
Committee which begins on this 
page and continues on page 9. The 
committee members have done a 
great job in creating a slate of 
officers that we will vote on at the  
April meeting when we gather for 
Supper and Sales at the Book Fair 
in the Memorial Pool Building. All 
of us in AAUW-Bethlehem extend 
our thanks to the Nominating 
Committee, led by Chair Joan 
Jones. Additional Committee 
members are Bernie Gardiner, 
Myra Jones, Margaret Mahoney, 
Shirley McBride, and Joanne 
Wagner. Randi Blauth sat on the 
committee as the immediate past 
president. 

Men and Women Agree: 
Gender Pay Gap is a Top 

Problem 
A new Gallop poll reports that, 
when asked an open-ended 
question about the most important 
issues facing working women in 
America, both women (41%) and 
men (37%) listed fair pay as the 
top issue. The next most-common 
responses from both men and 
women are: equal opportunity for 
promotion and advancement and 
ending gender discrimination. 
These findings mirror the national 
focus on equal pay and prove that 
ending gender discrimination is a 
priority for most Americans. 

 

 

 AAUW-Bethlehem:  Nominating Report 

Candidates for Elected Officers 
 

President: Cathy Kotanchik: I earned my bachelor of arts 
degree from Emory University in Atlanta and my master of arts 
from Kings College, University of London. When our daughters 
were in pre-school, Bob and I moved to England for ten years. 
After ten years back in Pennsylvania, and when the girls were 
both in graduate school, Unysis, sent us to Europe again. This 
time we spent five years in Brussels where I was on the Board 
of the American Women's Club of Brussels and co-editor of 
their monthly magazine, Rendez-vous. We moved to East Allen 
Township thirteen years ago and I joined Weichert Closing Services, its title 
company. I handle the SE Pennsylvania title work for Weichert Workforce 
Mobility, Inc. I became active with AAUW-Bethlehem and I discovered a focus 
for my passion for empowering women and girls to achieve equality in every 
aspect of their lives. Although the Equal Rights Amendment has not passed in 
the necessary number of states to be ratified, the efforts of women in 
organizations like ours continue to change the mentality of Americans towards 
the wisdom of equality.  

As President-Elect this year, I have enjoyed working with President Ruth 
Skoglund, and “learning the ropes.”  Last April, I attended my first AAUW-PA 
Convention, which was held in Gettysburg.  The energy there was infectious!  I 
am looking forward to going to the AAUW National Convention in San Diego 
this June.  I hope to come back inspired to lead AAUW-Bethlehem in a year of 
finding more ways to advance equity for women and girls.  

 

Margie Lynch: President Elect:  Marguerite “Margie” Lynch joined AAUW-
Bethlehem in October 2013. She was a former member of AAUW in Caldwell 
NJ. Margie is the Manager, Volume Accounting, for Pipeline Transportation at 
Buckeye Partners, LP. She is a graduate of the College of St. Elizabeth in 
Morristown NJ with a bachelor of science degree (2001) and a master’s 
degree (2004). Her interests include equality for women in the workplace, 
ending human trafficking, book group participation and outreach to colleges 
and universities. 

 

Membership Co-Vice-President: Anne Hammersmith: Anne 
is Director of Quality Assurance at Pinebrook Family Answers 
with offices in Allentown, Easton and Wind Gap.  She holds 
amaster’s degree in public administration with a 
concentration in the Nonprofit Sector from Marywood 
University.  In addition, she is the HIPAA Privacy Officer and 
Compliance Officer for Pinebrook. 

Continued on Page Nine 
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 Addresses For Elected 
Officials 

 

Senator Robert P. Casey, Jr.: 393 
Russell Senate Office Building, 
Washington DC 20510 (202-224-
6324) or 840 Hamilton ST, ste 301 
Allentown, PA 18101 (610-782-
9470) 
 
 

Senator Patrick J. Toomey:248 
Russell Senate Office Building, 
Washington, DC 20510 ( 202-224-
4254) or1150 South Cedar Crest 
Blvd, Allentown, PA 18103 (610-434
-1444)    
 
 

Rep. Charles W. Dent: 2455 
Rayburn House Office Bldg., 
Washington, DC  20515 (202-225-
6411) or 3900 Hamilton Blvd., Ste. 
207, Allentown PA 18103  (610-770-
3490)  
 
 

State Legislators 
Sen. Lisa M. Boscola: 458 Capitol 
Building, Senate Box 203018, 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-3018 (717-
787-4236) or 1 E. Broad ST, Ste 120, 
Bethlehem, PA 18018 (610-868-
8667) 
 
 

Rep. Robert L. Freeman:  207 Irvis 
Office Building, Box 202136, 
Harrisburg PA 17120-2136 (717-783
-3815) or 215 Northampton ST, 
Easton, PA 18042 (610-253-5543) 
 
 

Rep. Steve Samuelson: 34 East 
Wing, Box 202135, Harrisburg PA 
17120-2135 (717-705-1881) or 
104 E Broad ST, Bethlehem PA 
18018 (610-867-3890)  
 
 
 

 

 

The Year in Public Policy Continued from Page Three 
 

The AAUW Action Fund Capitol Hill Lobby Corps continued weekly visits to 
meet with members of Congress and staff. These volunteers work to reinforce 
AAUW's public policy positions on the issues; they made 1,500+ visits . 

The White House recognized AAUW as leader in preventing campus sexual 
assault and It’s On Us campaign partner. Earlier, AAUW was invited to the 
launch of a White House task force report on campus sexual assault and its 
new effort NotAlone.gov (an AAUW recommendation). 

AAUW worked with the White House and students in CA and NY that are 
redefining consent to an affirmative standard of “yes means yes.” 

AAUW Government Relations Manager Anne Hedgepeth participated in 
Sen. Claire McCaskill's roundtable on campus sexual assault. Anne talked about 
the need for systemic change and how Title IX is a critical tool for students and 
their allies to fight campus sexual assault. 

More than 4,600 AAUW members and supporters submitted comments to 
the Department of Education in support of the draft regulations to implement 
new campus safety provisions in the 2013 Violence Against Women Act 
reauthorization. The Dept. of Education finalized the regulations in October. 

In July, AAUW distributed Impact Grants to 9 states that had action plans to 
work on 2 AAUW public policy issues. AAUW members continue to work to 
advocate on equal pay, human trafficking, Title IX, and Common Core. They 
have registered voters, circulated petitions, held in-district meetings with 
elected officials, and hosted events on campus and in their communities. 

AAUW Public Policy and the Center for American Progress released a 
report showing that by enforcing more uniform and rigorous academic 
standards, Common Core can ultimately help close the gender gap in STEM.  

AAUW supported 5 House-passed bills (H.R. 3610, 4058, 4573, 3530, and 
4225) to end human trafficking.  

AAUW Vice President of Government Relations Lisa Maatz is regularly 
featured on the Huffington Post, enabling her insights and expertise to reach 
tens of thousands. She’s also one of SheSource’s featured experts. 

AAUW Executive Director and CEO Linda Hallman, CAE, joined Sen. Patty 
Murray (D-WA) for a press conference marking the introduction of the Not My 
Boss’s Business Act. This bill would re-establish the right to contraceptive 
coverage for employees regardless of the religious beliefs of their employer.  

The AAUW Legal Advocacy Fund announced a legal victory for University 
of Massachusetts at Dartmouth Professor Lulu Sun, who was found to have been 
denied tenure based upon her race and gender.   

AAUW received a $90,400 grant from Lockheed Martin to help1,600+ 
rising 8th grade girls attend 21Tech Trek camps on college campuses. AAUW 
announced a partnership and a $250,000 grant from Alcoa Foundation to 
bring our STEM education programs to girls in Székesfehérvár, Hungary, and 
Barberton, Ohio, where Alcoa has operations.  

Bernie Gardiner 
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Officers  

 
President Ruth Skoglund  
610-509-9263 
rskoglund@rcn.com 
 
Past President Randi Blauth 
610-974-9711 read4joy@ptd.net 
 
VPs/Programs 
Shelley Speirs 570-350-4516 
ssabelay@rcn.com 
Stacey Zaremba 610-346-8321 
szaremba@moravian.edu 
 
VPs/Membership  
Brenda Tomlinson 610-868-8724 
batlht@ptd.net 
Dorothy Viglione 484-350-3198 
mvddv@rcn.com 
  
Secretary/Bylaws Jo Ann Kelly 
610-867-7322 
johnkelly0123@verizon.net 
 
Finance Officer Beth Corroda  
610 844-6288 
bcorroda@yahoo.com 
  

Committee Chairs 
 
Historian Joan Jones  
610-867-0151 
 
Nominating Joan Jones  
610-867-0151 
 
Study Groups Virginia Stanglein 
610-868-7190 
snowmarsh2@aol.com 
 
 

AAUW-PA President  
Dot McLane 

aauwpapresident@gmail.com 

  
Book Fair In Review 

It’s Time to Think Books! 

 
Has it been five years since I said yes, and gladly?  I love Book Fair, the 

friends, the activity, the community and the rewards for hard work and 
dedication. My first year as solo chair, second year with Mary Anne Mitritsin 
and last three years with my friend, Linda Zimmerman. Who else could put up 
with me for that long? My point is that friendships and patience are tried with 
all the nuances of organizing and managing the Book Fair, but in the end, 
they are strengthened. We all need that experience. 

As our term ends, Debbie Spinney and Linda Federico volunteered to 
assume the responsibility. Last week, we learned from Linda that she is 
moving to Georgia, and we begin again to find a co-chair for Debbie. Talk 
with our presidents, Linda Z. or myself and Debbie and find a place for 
yourself in the amazing endeavor. You can shadow us for a year and be 
more familiar with the procedures. You will find that in spite of the time and 
energy spent, you will receive more than you give. 

We have begun our tasks; permits are applied for, printed materials are 
ordered, ads are being placed. All we need is books and YOU. 

 

Please save these dates and let’s get started.  

 

Captain’s Meeting February 17, 2015  1pm 

Kick Off Koffee March 24, 2015    9am 

[New Venue for Kickoff at The Clubhouse Grille, Golf Course] 

[9 am for breakfast on your own; 10 am for meeting with beverages] 

Donations Start March 25, 2015  9am 

Supper and Sale April 14, 2015  6pm 

Collections End April 17, 2015 

Sale Dates  April 23 through 27 

Tear Down  April 27  Lots of Helpers Needed 

Celebration Lunch May 20   11:30 am 

Men’s Breakfast May 21   9 am 

 

Linda Robbins 

Linda Zimmerman 

 

 
 

mailto:rskoglund@rcn.com�
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Committee Chairs 
 
Book Fair Co-Chairs 
Linda Robbins 610-264-4416 
Lrob164832@aol.com 
Linda Zimmerman 610-866-7319 
T2LZIMMERMAN@ptd.net 
 
College/University Relations 
Susan McNamara 610-861-8066 
smc8066@yahoo.com 
 
Communications  
Linda Robertson 610-865-2087 
linda.c.robertson@gmail.com 
Cathy Kotanchik 610-317-4467 
ckotanchik07@gmail.com 
 
Diversity  
Randi Blauth 610-974-9711 
read4joy@ptd.net 
 
Public Policy/Educational 
Foundation Bernice Gardiner 
610-861-2925 
bnkgardiner@rcn.com 
Randi Blauth 
610-974-9711 read4joy@ptd.net 
 
Information Technology 
Cynthia Weber 610-837-9615 
cynthia@acweber.net 
 
Scholarships 
Fran Bentkowski 610-866-7462 
fbentkowski@verizon.net 

 
Yearbook  
Shirley Daluisio 610-866-7919 
budshirl@hotmail.com 
 
Calendar Sales Margery Gotshall 
610-866-7746 
geeg@mymailstation.com 

AAUW-Student Affiliates at 
Moravian College 

Facebook: AAUW Student Affiliates 
at Moravian College 
 

 

Nominating Report Continued 
Membership Co-Vice-President: Anne Hammersmith: Anne is a member of 

the Outcomes Measures Workgroup of the Pennsylvania Council of Children, 
Youth and Family Services, is a past board member of the Northampton County 
MH/MR/D&A  Advisory Committee and is a Bethlehem Area Public Library and 
Heart Association volunteer. Advancing the equity of women and girls is a 
driving force for her as a professional and as a member of AAUW. 

 

Membership Co-Vice-President Claire Ressler: Claire is a new member of 
the AAUW-Bethlehem branch.  She had been a member of  AAUW’s Northwest 
Bergen (NJ) chapter in the 1990s where she served as Program Vice-President,  
and served on the scholarship committee.  Her mother was a long-time member 
and past president of that branch. 

Claire graduated from Vassar College, earning a bachelor of arts degree 
in Political Science and Italian (1978) and Syracuse University, earning master’s 
degree in public administration (1980). She worked 15 years as a program 
evaluator for GAO (US Government Accountability Office). She studied two 
years in Italy (Junior Year in Florence and Rotary Fellowship in 
Genoa) and worked for GAO for four years in Germany where 
she met husband Steve, an Army officer.  GAO arranged for her 
to transfer to regional offices as Steve moved with the Army--
Philadelphia (Steve was doing graduate work at Lehigh), Kansas 
City (near Ft Leavenworth), then to New York City (Steve was 
teaching at West Point) where she worked part-time following 
the birth of their daughter. 

When GAO closed its New York regional office in 1995, the Resslers moved 
from NJ to West Point where Steve was a permanent professor of civil 
engineering and Claire volunteered with schools, Girl Scouts, church, and the 
local military community. The Resslers moved to Bethlehem in 2014 when Steve 
(who grew up in Walnutport PA) retired from the Army. 

 

Finance Officer: Beth Corroda: Beth has graciously agreed to stand for a 
second term. 

 

Secretary: Joanne Kelly:  Joanne had graciously agreed to stand for a 
second term. 

 

Members of the Nominating Committee: Serving for their second year are 
Bernice Gardiner, Myra Jones, and Margaret Mahoney. Nominated to serve 
for a first term are the following: Nancy Disario, Cinda Jensen, and Linda 
Robbins.  Ruth Skoglund will sit on the committee as immediate past president. 
Bernie Gardiner will serve as Chair. 

Respectfully Submitted 

Joan Jones, Chair 

mailto:Lrob164832@aol.com�
mailto:t2lzimmerman@ptd.net�
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mailto:fbentkowski@verizon.net�
mailto:budshirl@hotmail.com�
mailto:geeg@mymailstation.com�


AAUW 
Linda Robertson 

1842 Kenmore Avenue 
Bethlehem PA 18018-3339 

 
Time Sensitive Material 

MARCH 14, 2015 
Moravian Theological Seminary  

Bahnson Center, 60 Locust Street, Bethlehem PA 18018 
9:30 am – 12:00 pm 

 

Inter-branch Diversity Program 
 

 

 

In Far From the Tree author Andrew Solomon writes about the diversity of individuals, families, and groups 
who share profound difference - the differences of deafness, dwarfism, Down’s Syndrome, autism, severe dis-
ability, prodigiousness, and transgenderism. The book is about endurance, love, imagination, struggles, and 
resilience, times of despair and times of awe-inspiring triumphs. The book encourages reflection about the hu-
man identity.  

Prompted by the study of this book, the AAUW Inter-branch Diversity Group invites Lehigh Valley AAUW 
members and the public to hear a panel of four adults whose lives have been shaped by exceptional differ-
ence. Dana Dunn, Professor of Psychology and Assistance Dean for Special Projects at Moravian College will 
moderate the panel. 

For information email Ruth at aauwlehighvalleydiversity@gmail.com. Bahnson Center phone: 610-861-1516.  
 

mailto:aauwlehighvalleydiversity@gmail.com�
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